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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


Looking, week by week, over the issues of Ligur of 
1887 in quest of paragraphs for " A Generation Ago" we 
find a good deal that to-day has acquired a slight flavour 
antiquity. Times have changed and we have changed 
with them. Much that in those days was charged with 
personal interest has no longer any appeal, for the persons 
concerned have " gone on” and so have most of those who 
were interested in their work, and hardly a memory remains. 
itis the same with many of the controversies that were 
tien lively and important. The questions that divided the 
disputants have long been settled by the advance of know 
lige. "There is nothing more to dispute over. We have 
moved onto clearer understandings, and some of the old 
problems only afflict new comers who imagine that they 
Inve stumbled on difficulties hitherto unknown. We are 
presented to-day with all kinds of “new” puzzles and 
posers which were old thirty years ago, and which the 
thought of those days worked out and solved satisfactorily, 
huilding them into the foundations of a conerete philosophy. 
Wecan only advise our inquirers and aspirants to take a 
urse of serious reading in psychic subjects before setting 
Out On their own voyages of discovery. ‘Then they will not 
lesoprone to call the attention of the navigators to the 
existence of "new islands" which turn out on closer 
Wwqunintance to be merely floating masses of seaweed, or to 
Mise an alarm about rocks and shoals which were observed 
ind accurately charted before the young explorers were 


born, 


* LI * * 


Between us and those old days of which we have been 
speaking so remote to the younger generation, and but as 
yesterday to many of the veterans still amongst us— there 
his come in the great war, changing perspectives and 
Viewpoints so tremendously that it has wrought something 
like a revolution in our thinking. It was about this time 
thirty years ago that one of the ablest writers in Lrcur 
fave utterance to the following sentiments :— 

As long as Spiritualists are unspiritual, so long as they, 
actuated by the selfishness they call love, or by an over-weening 
conceit, keep before the world, for that world’s wonder and 


Amusement, the small delight of sentimental communication 
With the unseen, so long must we expect that | current general 


|) literature, which is beginning to dabble in that of which it 


| 


D 


Knows but very little, to fall into the prurieney which dis- 
Ainguishes one class of writers, or the sickly folly which charac- 
- ferises another class. 
Spiritualism has work before it of the highest kind, but for 
‘that work to be done well Spiritualism must be spiritual, even, 
i necessary, to the eclipse of that which selfishness calls the 


D 
n. 


t WHATSOEVER DOTH MARE MANIFEST 18 Liont,”—Paul, 


[s Newspaper.) Price TwoPENCE 


natural affect To obtain m« 
parted child, sister or wife seem 
a little consideration should sl 
when opportunity is not giver 


on the part of agencies whose « 
earth, earthy, certainly 
dge that there 
where, it is 


not of 


knowle 


a spirit-life is spreading abr y 
influencing where it is unacknowledged, and 
gradually permeating all thought and action—it is for Spirit- 
ualists to determine whether that revived knowledge shall be a 


blessing or a curse, 

It is all true enough, and yet somehow we think that 
had he been living to-d M he would have said it differently. 
For death is abroad to-day as never before in the world's 
history, and while there is not the less need for Spirit 
ualism to be spiritual, the ^ natural affections" have 
reached a stage at which their needs are great and urgent. 
Allowances must now be made for hosts of persons whose 
elemental demands have to be satisfied before they can be 
urged onwards to the larger impersonal views of life and 


human destiny. 


It is somewhat irritating when we do not know whether 


If the 
“My Own True Ghost Story,” by M. F 


a story is intended to be regarded as fact or fietion 


yarn entitled 


, 
communicated to the Psychical Research 


York, U.S.A.) for July by Mr. Here 


record of fact it isa very remarkable case. Purporting to 


Review " (New 


ward Carrington, is a 


be narrated by a successful artist, it tells how, when a 


lonely young art student in ited on 


Paris, he is vi 
successive evenings by a feminine presence. He sees 
nothing, but he hears the rustle of her dress as she moves 


about his studio, is conscious of her interest in his work 


and of her criticism and encouragement, and forms so 
vivid a mental picture of her that he is able to sense her 
very features and colouring. In her society his loneliness 


n 


vanishes; her visits cease for s time and he is unable to do 


anything or think of auything. One evening, on entering 
the studio, he finds her waiting for him ; his whole being 
throbs with joy amd recognition and he works again with 
renewed eagerness. A year passes by. He returns to 
Mutual 


recognition is followed by marriage. Her visits to his 


America and there meets the lady in the flesh. 


studio had been paid by her "etherie self" during a very 
long illness and delirium in New York, There have been 
such eases in real life, but the examples in fiction (Rudyard 
Kipling's " They” for instance) tend to create a suggestion 
of romance and the creative imagination, But perhaps 
the creative imagination is at work in the actual experiences, 
and the division between fiction and fact may be thinner 


than we think. 
LI * * * 


On another page we print a dignified reply by Sir Oliver 
Lodge to some of his critics. It is curious to learn that in 
the columns of the " Medical Press" Dr. Mercier challenges 
Sir Oliver to quote some of his (Dr. Mercier’s) careless or 


erroneous statements, We should imagine that, when 


the doctor wrote, he had not seen the very trenchant 


97 ELGH s. 


criticism by the Rev. Ellis G. Roberts, with its scathing 
allusion to Dr. Mercier's dictum that 


are the most competent to deal with Spiritualistic pheno 


professional conjurer 


mena.” As our readers will remember, Mr. Roberts drew an 


amusing picture of an unfortunate professor of legerdemain 
being set down to study the ^ Faunus Episode” in Ray 


~ A conjurer!” wrote 


mond” or The Ear of Dionysius." 
Mr. Roberts, Why not a contortionist at once ?” 
leader in Licur of July 28th we referred to Dr. Mercier's 


In the 


statement that no professional conjurer had been con 
vinced of the truth of the physical phenomena of Spirit- 
We showed that that 


quoting the names of Robert Houdin, Harry Kellar and 


ualism, statement was incorrect, 
Samuel Bellachini as among professional conjurers who had 
admitted their inability to explain the physical phenomena 
of Spiritualism. We shall look forward with interest to 
Sir Oliver Lodge's promised rejoinder in the next issue of 
the " Hibbert Journal," 


The "Star" of the 22nd ult. contained a remarkable article 
by the talented Irish authoress, Katharine Tynan, on the pro- 
phecies eurrent in the West of Ireland. She makes special 
allusion to the prophecies of St. Columkille, long passed from 
lip to lip among the Irish peasants, and which were gathered 
into a book about 1840. 
book, but has heard some of the predictions about the Great 
War that are implicitly accepted by the people. One is that 
the time would come when there would be so few men that a 
girl looking from her cottage door would say, “ Mother, mother, 
I saw a man.” Another she has been told is that “Ireland 
will be in trouble for a year before the war is ended, and 
then she will be saved by Spain, and after that she will have 
peace.” But the most interesting prophecy she has to relate 
is a local one widely talked of in the west, which has been 


Miss Tynan has not herself seen the 


partly fulfilled. 

A hundred and twenty years ago, or thereabouts, there 
lived in the mountains of Mayo a man named Carabine, who had 
the gift of prophecy. He prophesied, among many other things, 
that in four generations from him should be born a woman who 
would see the greatest war of the world, and be killed in the 
ending of it. Her name was to be Margaret Regan. She 
would come from the mountains to the plains, and at Ballyeroy 
she would marry à man named Michael Callaghan, and have 
two daughters and a son. In her lifetime would come the 
greatest war the world had ever seen. 

One day she should be going to the well for water, and she 
should be wearing a dress of checks—I shall not pretend to 
give the Irish for it. Stooping to the well she should be 
startled by a great noise from the sea, and looking that way, 
she should see many lights off Achill. She should run to give 
the alarm, but be overtaken by strange men speaking a foreign 
tongue, and be killed by them at the Rock of the Horse. And 
that would be at the very end of the Great War. 

Miss Tynan goes on to relate that about thirty years ago a 
country girl bearing the name of Margaret Regan came from 
the Dale Mountains in Tyrawley to take service with a certain 
doctor at Ballycroy. The doctor told her of Carabine's predic- 
tion, but she nevertheless accepted the situation and later mar- 

ried his servant man, Michael Callaghan, with whom she went 
to live in a tiny bog-holding at Kildun, overlooking Achill and 
the sea, where she bore him the son and daughters of the pro- 
phecy, Someone (Miss Tynan does not say who—parhaps it 
was herself) has been to see Mrs. Callaghan (now a woman of 
sixty years of age) and found her working in the field with her 
husband and one of her daughters, and wearing the check dreas 
of the prophecy, She pointed to the '" Rock of the Horse," an 
immense boulder some fifty feet high, and explained that there 
was no way out from the bog but by that rock, so that if she 
had to run to warn her neighbours that would be the way she 
would have to take. “ But sure," she philosophically observed, 
" what has to be will be, and there's no good going against it.” 


We have multitudes of spectators on al) our actions when 
we think ourselves most alone.—Appison, 


AN ATTACK ON MRS. WRIED| 


Facer us PRESUMPTIO 


A Canadian reader of LrGmT sends us a copy ofa M 
treal illustrated paper of the gossip variety, bearing the app, 
priate name of " The Weekly Tatler,” 
an article headed “ Etta Wriedt's Tricks Exposed, by C. y 
Lane," We 


is none in the original, because we note that Mr 


and calls attention, 


print a comma at "exposed," though the 


Lane does ng 
claim to have had any personal experience of Mrs, Wrist 
mediumship. He only reports the conclusions of certs| 
investigators, whose names he is not at liberty to mentio 


who have attended some of that lady's séances in Montreal 


and, being in complete ignorance of the laws of medi: 
have decided, on the strength of some incorrect replies i 
questions (one of the sitters put a purposely misleading qua. 
tion) and other circumstances which they regarded as & 
Of absolute evidens 


cious, that the whole thing was trickery. 
of fraud not a vestige is offered. The writer alludes at th 
commencement oí the article to Mrs. Wriedt's " great reputi 
tion vouched for by persons of considerable repute,” but it dog 
not seem to have occurred to him to attach any weight to th 
verdict of these persons or to inquire into the facts on which} 
is based, though these are surely entitled to at least as moà | 
consideration as are the reports of his "investigators" Oe 
correspondent states that at two of the séances referred to hk 
sat next to Mrs. Wriedt, and was quite satisfied as to th 
genuine character of her mediumship. He wishes, howere 
for some further material with which to refute the chargs 


made in the “Tatler.” We can do little else than refer him t 
“The Voices,” to i] 


Vice-Admiral Moore's book, entitled 
articles from his pen descriptive of Mrs. Wriedt’s mediumship] 
which appeared in the volumes of Licur for 1911 and DJ 
and to Mr. James Coates' accounts, in the following year, d] 
nine sittings which the medium gave in July, 1912, at his hom 
in Rothesay. These are full of evidential matter, but we eu 

only find space here for a few of the statements made by onéd 
the Rothesay sitters—Mr. Alexander Bryson, a Glasgow mer 

chant residing at Nenthorpe, Ayr:— 


At the Rothesay sittings I received personal messages of the 
natnre of which it was impossible the medium could have hal 
the slightest idea. Into the truth of spirit return Id 
not mean to enter here. I merely wish to give you my impre- 
sions, If there is not such a thing as spirit return, how can 
messages be given the nature of which is known only to tm 
persons, the discarnate giver and the embodied receiver! 
People may ascribe it to telepathy, mind-reading on the part of 
the medium. I am prepared to pit my brain against any living 
medium, and will guarantee that mine is not read. The 
messages I received at Rothesay were about furthest from my 
thoughts, and those which I desired most to come did not do 
so on that occasion. What can be made of an intelli 
gence who takes one of the sitters back thirty years, and 
reminds her of an incident in her life long since forgotten, bat | 
verified beyond a doubt ? A spirit came to me whom I did 
not know in life, and who, I am certain, was unknown to the 
medium, After getting my recognition of his identity, he gave 
me a loving message to his surviving son, a personal friend of 
mine, The facts also touched on were known by me to bè 
actual, and to be outside the knowledge of anyone present 
He also gave me information which I have since ascertained t 
be correct. 

Another spirit visitor reminded me of having lent him mong 
to go to America years ago. He had seen me in Montreal last 
June, He had died there. ‘This was the first opportunity hè 
had of informing me of the fact. Possibly the repayment ol 
the money was worrying him, hence the visit, He had passed 
out of my remembrance. 

My dear wife came and spoke quite a long time and gare 
me facts and messages of much too personal a nature to publish, 
but of an absolutely convincing and evidential character, 

I speak from my own experiences and I have no hesitation 
in declaring that neither the medium nor any other person 
present could possibly have known any of my visitants, and less 
still any of the conversations, Almost every other person 
present messages of a less convincing 
nature. 

I have numerous notes but space forbids, I have no alter 
native but to come to the conclusion that: (1) The yoices wer 


received more or 


september 1, 1917.) 


.. those of the medium. (2) They were not those of any 

aste person present. (3) The personal reminiscences and 

sations were completely outside the ken of anyone present. 

‘Yong so, the only logical conclusion is that they were those 
amato friends. 

Licut, 1913 (page 161). 

No presumptions of trickery, based on occasional mistakes or 

to establish identity on the part of the communicating 

ces, can stand for a moment against positive testimony 

his character, and there is any amount of it in the records 

we allude. 

for our correspondent's appeal we should not have 

to give Mr. Lane's article, or the journal in which it 

the benefit of any advertisement in our columns. The 

which the article is prefaced is quite sufficient to 

it for our disinclination to do so. Among other infor- 

abont Mrs. Wriedt with which it is thought necessary 

h the " Tatler's " readers are e the statements that she 


E. V Whoev er is e SE f for this piece 

e needs to be told that it is one of the commonest 

ommon mind to indulge in disparaging allusions to 
omy of the person who chances to incur its dis- 
hether this sort of thing is aimed at private indi- 

nisters of State, it rebounds on the offender. Mrs. 


y. In this country, not long ago,” some nobody 
| men on whom devolved the task of steering the 
in circumstances of unexampled difficulty and 
ding-faced.” One wonders whether before pen- 

its author glanced in his mirror and congratu- 

n the superior blend of strength and refinement 

it reflected ! 


A GENERATION AGO. 


M “LIGHT” or SEPTEMBER 3RD, 1887.) 


aps the best collection of hauntings we have yet had 

in the various publications of the Society for 
But what village, what old terrace 
is Bre without some story of uncanny lights or 


trent number of “ Le Spiritisme,” M. Louis Noel 
e subject, one or two stories of a most uncomfort- 
‘being recorded, but the point which the writer 

he effect of these hauntings, even when unrecog- 
inhabitants of the haunted places. M. Noel 

t, asserted by the Marquis de Mirville, that under 

8 there existed a sentinel's box in the courtyard 

alides, in which eight soldiers hanged themselves one 
rinlessthan a year. The practical Emperor very 

that hut burnt. 

also refers to the suicide of the brilliant Prévost 

killed himself without any apparent reason soon 
arrival in the United States as French Ambassador. 

ny will remember how this sad termination of a dis- 
ishi erary career was attributed by some to remorse at 
coming the servant of Napoleon III. M. Noel, 
sorts that the house in which the suicide took place 
ished by four similar events within two years. 


lo any one conversant with the Italian language it will 
ie highly interesting to study a small volume by the Count 
Verri, entitled “ Notti Romane,” being an account 
n the year 1792—second edition in 1804, and the 
dition, by Baudry, of Paris, in 1834—of a series of 
mt at the tomb of Scipio, when Spiritualistic form 
E place. The descriptions given of these 
adm what is witnessed at séances of the 
' Colloquies ” teach exactly the same doctrine 
riven B the best inspirational writers and 

f this day. The ' ' Colloquy " with “A Parricide " 
truth so well set forth by “ M.A, (Oxon.) " that we 

pe the consequences of our own actions.—H. 


IBLEMS IN Psvenrcan Resrarcn,”—It should 
iod that the article by Miss Dallas on page 277 was 
wy last, but its publication has been delayed, partly 


LIGHT: 


“THE INVISIBLE 


FOE.” 


Mr. H. B. Irving ix a New “ Psvcuic" Drama. 

Mr. Walter Hackett is not only a clever playwright, but he 
sets a good example to those who would instruct 
the public on a subject in which there is a rapidly growing inte- 


rest—he has taken the pains to know something about it. Of 


or entertain 


course, he has had to adapt his knowledge to the requirements 
of the stage, but he has managed, in spite of these limitations, 
to produce a play that is at once delightful and impressive. It 
holds the attention of the audience throughout, and secures 
every sign of warm approval. The Barton 
Mystery " by the same author, produced at the Savoy last year, 
will remember that Mr. Irving then took the part of Beverley, 
a professional medium, and delineated the queer mixture of 


Those who recall “ 


reality and illusion which (in some cases, not all) is the mark of 
Beverley had real 
powers, but he was not indisposed to eke them out by imposture : 


the psychic temperament. mediumistic 
he was the victim of that instability of character which marks 
the medium who is not morally as well as psychically developed, 
In the new play the presentation of the psychical elementis shifted 
to the opposite pole, and we get a picture of supernormal faculty 
in its higher phases, for this time the medium, Helen Bransby 
(charmingly played by Miss Fay Compton), is a young girl in a 
social circle removed from all the temptations of professionalism, 
and "spirit influence” pervades the piece as an atmosphere 
rather than as a series of uncanny episodes, These are present, 
but not obtrusively, and Mr. H. B. Irving as 
Stephen Pryde, the villain (a strong materialist, scornful of 
discarnate spirits), finds in the part opportunities for powerful 
pieces of characterisation. Stephen Pryde does not believe 
in ghosts, but he is afraid of them, and in at least one place 


of course, 


Mr. Irving's acting of the guilty rogue, almost maniacal with 
fear of the “ unknown,” yet struggling desperately to carry his 
vile schemes to a successful end, could hardly be surpassed for 
intensity. The writhing form, the horror-stricken face, the 
eyes gleaming and the mouth gibbering with terror—it was a 
touch of genius. But the tragic note was not insistent. Mrs. 
Hilary (Miss Marion Lorne) as a husband-hunting, amiable, 
hare-brained American widow, with her firm reliance on 
spirit oracles, supplies some of the fun. She is forewarned of the 
death of Helen Bransby's father, Richard Bransby (Mr. Sydney 
Valentine), and the warning turns out to be quite correct, 
Hackett seems to have insinuated 
does not ex- 


an incident which Mr. 
as a subtle hint that the existence of " lummery " 
clude the real thing altogether. But apart from Mr. Irving's 
masterly work, the main interest lies in the love story of the 
sweet-natured Helen, firm in the faith (which meets its due 
reward) that the guidance of the father so fondly loved will lead 
her to the hiding-place of the documents that will prove the 
innocence of her soldier Hugh Pryde (Mr. Edward 
Combermere) Here we had not only a great emotional appeal 
that went to the hearts of the audience, but an artistic presenta- 
tion of some of the finer issues that turn on the idea of the 
There is significance 


lover, 


influence of the “dead” in human affairs. 
in the fact that the play has taken hold on the public, and it 
is amusing to note that a journal associated with recent 
attacks on “ Psychism” alludes to it as a "satire" on the 
subject. The least educated member of the Savoy audience 


would know better than that. 
D. G. 


To Corresponpsnts.—The editor will be out of town 
during the first fortnight of September. Letters requiring 
personal attention will therefore be held over until his return. 

PsvcnowErRY.—Mr. James Coates rightly takes exception 
to the reference on page 254 to Professor Denton as " the dis- 
coverer of psychometry." This, of course, is incorrect. Denton 
certainly made and recorded discoveries in connection with it, 
but he was preceded, as Mr. Coates points out, by Dr. Joseph 
Rodes Buchanan, who indeed coined the word “psychometry.” 
As Mr. Coates says: “It was not until after reading about 
Buchanan's discoveries in the ‘Journal of Man,’ 1849, that 
Professor Denton commenced his experiments i in psychometry 
with his sister, Mrs, Denton Cridge.” 


so =. 
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THE ENLARGING CIRCLE. 
Our life is an apprenticeship to the truth that around every circle 


another can be drawn, 


A great English statesman— we think it was the late 


Lord Salisbury—advised the use of " large maps," and his 


advice, although it related only to political questions of 


The only way to arrive 


territory, bas a wide application. 
at just conclusions regarding any question is to study it in 
its large as well as in its small aspects, and the very worst 
method of showing zeal for a particular subject, no matter 
what it may be, is to regard it as necessarily falsifying any 
other subject with which the zealot may not be in sympathy, 

Let us 
small aspect it appear 


apply the proposition to Spiritualism. In it 
to run counter to many forms of 
faith and practice, and those who take the narrow side of it 
feel themselves opposed to these things in essence, not per- 
ceiving that Truth is an in¢lusive thing and that the larger 
a truth the more capable it is of comprehending all its 
lower forms, giving them interpretation and unifying them 
with itself. To us the spiritual view of life is a central 
Truth and as such is capable of comprebending everything 
else that is ip any degree harmonious with the principles of 
Nature, The conflict is not between creeds and doctrines, 
it is between those who follow them with the idea that their 
particular forms of faith are necessarily antagonistic to the 
cale the war 


rest. Those who contemplate on the large 


between Religion and Science know that the whole issue on 


which it is fought out is a mistaken one. Religion doe 


not become false because Science i 


be falsified because of the verity of Religion. 


true, nor need Scienc 
We can draw 
a circle large enough to include both, and even show, not 
merely that they ean co-exist, but that neither can healthily 
exist without the other. 

It is the same with Spiritualism and Materialism, 
full life without the other, and yet 
amonget some of the followers of each there i 
an attitude of bitter hostility. Of course while the Spirit 
ualist derides Materialism as a." mud-philosophy " and the 
a superstition involving 


Neither can live it 
frequently 


Materialist rails on Spiritualism a 
the existence of mythical gods and ghosts, relics of savage 
superstition, nothing else is to be expected. The fact is 
that Materialism is not a mud-philo ophy at all, but 


necessary study of physical laws, obedience to which is 


a 


essential to the general welfare of man as a physical being: 
Spiritualism, on the other hand, iw not a superstition based 
on ancient myths but a living philosophy concerning every 
thing that relates to man a We do not 
know any Spiritualist so stupid ns to deny that man has a 


a spiritual being. 


Lf GET. 


idr ed to 


sed to Mr. 


eptember 1, 1917, 


I Kk natur but we I t t materialist 
de I ritual par hin I to that tent lay the 
pen t he censur th« ho have discovered t 

irger trut M e no rre] th Materialism 
M nd it a part t I f any comprehensi 
phi I f life But we e very decisively wit 
materialists who inform , in effect, that Materialism being 
true Spiritualism is false, Our repl; Both ar 
true They must stand or fall together hether a ho 
is ro in its foundations or it iperstructure it is equally 
doomed 

We have drawn a large circle, but not too large a om 
for those who can take a compre! ensive view,  Doubtles 


there are people who, holding Materialism as a complete 


truth, would at this point begin to talk derisively about 


table-rappings, spookish manifestations,” and the rest d 
the clap-trap with which it is the fashion to delude tl 
ignorant. Our reply then would be that the supernorml 


t. but that the attempt to reduce tle 


phenom« non is a fa 
whole proposition of Spiritualism to séance terms is a tri 
it to bea trick, It is 


e 


socialist 


and that the materialist know 


much the same kind of trick as that by which the 


is depicted by the capitalist as a ravening creature anxions 
to destroy and plunder the Commonwealth by the aid of pista 
and dynamite and wholesale murder, or the capitalist is 


described by the socialist as a heartl monster battening 


greedily on the lives of the workers, ready to clutch the 
farthings from the hungry sempstress or to steal the milk 
from her infant. 

We should by this time have progressed beyond the 


stage of debating tricks of this kind. At any rate, this i 


erious proposition, 


no time for playing the fool about any 


And the immense mass of scientifically attested facts and 


head of ' Spirit 
is a very important proposition indeed, Had the 


materialist given one tithe of the time and attention to it 


well-reasoned philosophy coming under the 


uali m A 


which some of us have bestowed on Materialism he would 


recognise as much, and raise the tone of his criticism. He 


would find that Spiritualism is simply an enlargement of his 


own circle of thinking by persons who have in many instances 


passed through the same mental experiences and who are 


realise that they have still an 


infinite amount to learn; and that 
Let him study the experiments of Dr. Craw- 


philosophical enough to 
till larger circles remain 


to be drawn. 
ford as proceeding consecutively along the lines of physical 
research. ‘They represent a kind of pons asinorum which 
has to be crossed by those who proceed along materialistic 
The materialist would laugh contemptuously if any 


the 


lines. 


chool of pietist attempted to obstruct course of 


obstinately representing it as consisting 


with 


chemistry by 
odium and potas 


entirely of comic little periment 
sium for the edification of schoolboys, with incidental temp- 
with which they may blow 


handle substances 


He would know better on thal i ubject: he 


tations to 
themselves up. 
should know better on this. There is no obligation on any 


of our opponents to study this subject, but there is a 
distinet obligation on them, not only in the interests of good 
ense but in their own interests, not to expose themselves 
by setting up as authorities on a question concerning which 
so grent that they can hardly write a 


They should either enlarge 


their ignorance is 
entence without betraying it. 
their stay contentedly in the one they have 
marked their 
Of course they must ultimately transcend it, if not of their 


circle or 


out for themselves as particular province 


own will then by the compulsion of Life, for, once more to 


cite Kinerson 

The life of man is a self-evolving circle, which from a ring 
imperceptibly small rushes on all sides outwards to new and 
larger circles, and that without end, 


— ^] 
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(RITICS OF PSYCHICAL ENQUIRY. 


(From Sie OLIVER Lopax.) 


To the Editoi nf Licur, 


Sim My critics have been busy and vocal lately, and 
fs sometimes urged that I should reply to them. 

To Dr. Mercier’s article in the 
"Hibbert Journal” I wrote a reply though it will 
fot appear till the October number of that publication. 
Since then I have seen his book, and note that he is so very 
ertain of the falsity of my facts and inferences that he is 
Wt always careful about the way in which he attacks them. 

Nevertheless, in so far as his expert views on mental disease 
) deter excitable and feeble-minded persons from immersing 
themselves too tumultuously in the subject, he 
doing good. 

There is another book, by Mr. Walter called 
MMeflexions on Raymond” which represents a low type 
of controversy. "The method there adopted is to distribute 
sations broadcast, without the slightest foundation. 
mp 20 Lam accused of suppressing a part (which, as a 
tater of fact, was not written) of a memoir by my eldest 
wm the suggestion obviously being that it was probably 
iganst my views. On p. 67 Mr. Peters, a man of specially 
ilstemious and simple life, is represented as probably 
drink, because his control “ Moonstone” speaks rather 
broken English. And throughout the book Mrs. Kennedy 
=a bereaved mother keenly anxious for trustworthy 
midence—is suspected of unrecorded leakage and bad faith. 

The author’s carelessness is illustrated in other ways; 
for instance, by his assertion, on p. 80, that the group 
plotograph shows not the slightest vestige of the moustache 
with which Peters supplies him.” He has not taken the 
trouble to look, 

On the whole, it is perhaps best to leave to judicious 
waders the question of how much value to attach to pre- 
juliced, hasty, and irresponsible criticism. 
the columns of the “ Medical Press” Dr. Mercier challenges 
metoquote some of his own careless or erroneous state- 
ments, It is a disagreeable and unprofitable way of 
spending time, and J do not feel called upon to respond ; 
bit I probably shall, as he seems to wish it. I see no 
ran why his forensic ability may not ultimately be 
enlisted on the side of caution and common sense, if only 
lig can overcome his a priori prejudices. 

Yours faithfully, 
OLIVER LODGE, 


July number of the 


at once, 


may be 


( took, 


I observe that in 
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We have to acknowledge, with thanks, the following further 
donation to this fund :— 

£ s. d, 

R G. A. 0 10 10 


Tag heart changes quickly because it lies nearer to the 
fountains of life than the brain. A stupid man cannot become 
instantly wise, but many a bad man has become suddenly 


Sin AnrHuR Conan DoyLe has kindly promised to deliver 
Wi address before the London Spiritualist Alliance at the Salon 
Wf Whe Royal Society of British Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall 
on Thursday, October 25th, the title of the address to be 

| New Revelation." 
— +“We asked ‘life’ of Thee and Thou gavest it him." These 
caught our eye in an announcement in the “ Daily 
ows” of August 23rd, that release from his sufferings had at 
come to a young soldier wounded in France a year ago. 
ould that all whose loved ones are called to pass within tho 
‘could think of them thus—not as leaving lifo, but as 

g into it. 


LIGHT. 
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SOME PROBLEMS IN PSYCHICAL 


RESEARCH. 


(Succusren ny THE Book “ Raymonn.”) 


3y H., A. Darras, 

It is too soon to estimate what will be the permanent effect 
of the publication of Sir Oliver Lodge's book " Raymond,” but 
we may already take account of the immediate effect, It is 
not too much to say that no book on psychical matters has 
ever had such a wide in so short a time. It has 
arrested the attention of many who have hitherto passed the 
subject by; it has broken down doubts which yielded to no 
other evidence; it has comforted sorrowful hearts; it has 
strengthened conviction among the already convinced ; it has 
encouraged to fresh efforts those who have been striving for 
years in an unpopular cause, 


influence 


To have accomplished this is a 
privilege for which, we may be sure, the author of the book 
willingly pays the price—a heavy one, for the first item was the 
sacrifice of a dearly loved son; the smaller items, doubtless, 
being many vexatious circumstances and petty criticisms. 

The book 
The oppo- 
in some quarters is not 
Those who are prepared to admit 
the evidential value of many incidents recorded, who would 
gladly welcome the conclusions to which these incidents lead, 
are set back by some details which in their opinion lower their 
conception of a future life. 


There is, of course, another side to the matter, 
has caused perplexity, and, perhaps, some distress. 
sition with which it has been met 


always and wholly factious, 


For readers who feel thus one 
They do not know how to esti- 
mate the relative value of the “ verifiable” and " unverifiable ” 
matter; if the former justifies the belief that Raymond Lodge 
was actually in coramunication they do not quite see why Sir 
Oliver Lodge should seem so uncertain about the genuineness 


should have much sympathy. 


of the unverifiable statements. He explains his reason for this 
on page 192, but it is probably only those who have given some 
study to the subject of mediumship and the difficulties of 
communication who will understand altogether what he means 
by the phrase “ some statements are peculiarly liable to unin- 
tentional sophistication by Footnotes on 
pp. 196 and 199 show that he does not accept at their face 
value many things which Feda, the “ says; and it is 
probably just these things which offer the greatest stumbling 
block to an untrained reader, who hesitates to commit himself 
to the conclusion to which the evidential incidents point, 
because he thinks that to accept these may involve the accept- 
ance of other statements which repel him and which seem to 
him derogatory and absurd. 


the medium.” 


control,” 


To a student, of course, the matter presents itself in a 
different aspect. For the student has learned to understand 
that communication through a medium is a more complex 
matter than the inexperienced often suppose, that it is not an 
easy mode of intercourse but stibject to all sorts of impedi- 
ments. 
talking. 
said: "I cannot tell just how you hear me. How do you 
hear me speak when we speak by thought only?” Sometimes 
a word is exactly conveyed, but more often it is the idea which 
reaches the mind of the medium, or the " and there 
takes shape in any language which the medium finds easiest. 


To begiñ With, the communicator is thinking, not 
One who communicated through Mrs. Piper (in trance) 


control,” 


The idea may be misunderstood, mistranslated, so to speak, and 
the conditions in another life being unfamiliar to the medium 
these ideas may be expressed in language suitable only to 
material things. Therefore such descriptions are very likely to 
be misleading, and no great value can be attached to them, and 
any attempt to treat them as authoritative and accurate is 
likely, as Sir Oliver Lodge has said,“ to retard the development 
of the subject in the minds of critical persons " (p. 192), 

In a helpful book (now unfortunately out of print), “ From 
Matter to Spirit," by Mrs. Do Morgan, the following communi- 
cation is quoted; " Heaven has its couches, its rests, its cover- 
ings, its comforts; none need mourn for those of earth: but 
attempt to name them with the equivalent of earth the resem- 
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blance dies away the words fail as well as the ideas we intercepted may illustrate th (use of confusior 
(p. 204) mediumistic experience 
Similarly Mrs. Underwood, a book called “ Automatic These considerations should make it clear why anyor 
Writing,” tells us that, in answer to a question put by her has made no study of mediun ip W find stumbling-bk 
husband, “ What can you t of your sphere where, with more experience, a student can pick his way 
H this reply was received, in y« I ve sd not imply that we are justified in discardin 
K which we can usef il d f pre t wł ch de ription " we find in " Raymond and 
i inadequate to express that of whi there is no equivalent er concerning conditions on the other side of deat 
i your plane These and nmur t f the í We sl be careful not to “ tbrow away the baby with the 
nature seem quite reasonable, but tł who have not studied bath-water. There must be an originating impulse, 
| other writings « subject have no means of making com- stimulus, for the elaborate details which are given in “ Ray- 
| parisons which assist interpretations. mond” and elsewhere l'he stimulus may be of mundane 
Another cause of confusion with which students of Psychical origin. Sir Oliver Lodge intimates that he thinks so when 
Research are familiar is that “ marginal thoughts ” are liable to he writes, " I confess I think that Feda nu ay have got a great 


intervene—that is to say, thoughts present in the mind of the deal of this, perhaps all of it, from people who have read or 


of the books referred to in my introductory re- 


MESE SS N 


f medium, or fugitive thoughts in the mind of the communicating written some 
intelligence. In one of the communications received by that marks” (p. 198 And again: “I have not traced the source 
i | l i careful investigator, Professor Hyslop," this sentence occurs of all this supposed information " (p. 199) 
IN “It is almost impossible to let nothing but the pure present But when there are evidential tokens of contact with Ray- 
I expression come. ‘Try it yourself in the ordinary conversation mond in the same interview we must admit that it is at least 
y 4 of life and see how the fugitive drops in and is constantly possible that the stimulus came from him, that the descriptive 
ur ! bringing misunderstanding of the idea you are trying to talk contains certain ideas which he wished to convey, although 
TE h express," in transmission they may have become much altered and 
H 4 | It may be impossible to correct mistakes made in this way, distorted. 
: H | I | for the communicator may not even be aware of how much of By what method can we discriminate between the true idea 
| ii his message has reached, or the form in which it was trans- and the fictitions or misleading setting ? First we should seek 
m mitted. Moreover, in many cases only fragments of the idea to discover the idea underlying the discursive descriptions, and, 
i | J sent really reach ; we must allow for the fact that the untrans- if we think we have recognised it, then we should compare it 
j 1 mitted portions might elucidate the messages. In a communi- with other statements coming through mediumistic channels, 
Ii i | i” cation claiming to come from Frederic Myers (through Mrs, not excluding those which seem at first sight contradictory; 
| i | I 9 Holland, who is well known to Psychical Researchers) he says these may, perhaps, supply some illuminating clue, If we 
i Aye " Then we feel as if only one sentence reached of twenty we find that these ideas, on the whole, corroborate one another, 
4 | li ! try to send” (S.P.R. Proceedings, Part LV., p. 248). we should further consider the matter in the light of analogies 
il WI To these and other causes of confusion must be added the in our own experience. For the oneness of the universe is 
ii | ii questions asked by the friend who is waiting for a message and manifested most emphatically in the universality of the prin- 
1 l who is, perhaps, eager to get a reply on some particular point. ciples or laws which govern it. We have no reason to suppose 
\ WT We have to picture to ourselves the unseen intelligence striving that the event of death makes a real break in the continuity of 
| Lu to concentrate thought so that it may reach the incarnate mind life, or that the same fundamental principles which govern life 
i i ! P and be clearly received, and then we shall easily see that and mind on earth no longer govern life and mind in another 
dL | questions may introduce a very disturbing element. state of existence. 
Hi In Professor Hyslop tells us that, " Every question may more To illustrate this point I will take one of the paragraplis 
i] | Hi or less disturb the equilibrium established by the communicator.” which have proved most difficult and even repellent in 
i TH T One of these communicators expresses the difficulty thus "Raymond." I refer to page 197. 
| | " Every word from another sets a train of thought in motion." Bearing in mind the considerations set forth in the pre- 
] That train of thought may be started in the mind of the medium, ceding pages, let us examine the statements made on the sub- 
4 with the result that passivity is lost and the message from the ject of physical cravings felt and satisfied in the next life, and 
i unseen is not received at all, or it may start the imagination of discover what are the main ideas which these statements 
i the “control,” or it may prevent concentration on the part of seem intended to convey. 
|" the communicating mind Feda (Mrs. Leonard's “control ”) says: “He (Raymond) 
| : | Sometimes it may be desirable to risk all this for a purpose. says he does not want to eat now, but he sees some who do; 
! Il Both Sir Oliver Lodge and Professor Hyslop occasionally ask he says they bave to be given something which has all the 
| l questions quite deliberately ; but we must reckon with the dis- appearance of an earth food. People here try to provide every» 
1l l | turbance likely to ensue and discount the answers to that thing that is wanted. A chap came over the other day who 
f 1 extent. would have a cigar." After stating that all sorts of things can 
| j | | George Pelham, one of the clearest communicators through be manufactured, “ Feda " continues :— 
| ! Mrs. Piper, evidently found mterrupions very trying. He It's not the same as on the earth plane, but they were able 
51 says: ^ Why do you confuse me so? Why don't you let me go to manufacture what looked like a cigar. But when he 
j on and tell you what she says, without interrupting me so began to smoke it, he didn't think so much of it. He had four 
T) often ? " altogether, and now he does not look at one. They don't seem 
j fl "n f It may only be by concentration that the one who sends to get the same satisfaction out of it, so gradually it seems to 
l I tho message can keep in touch, or keep “hold” on the receiving drop from them. But when they first come they do wall 
B things. . . . He wants people to realise that it's just as natural 
i T medium. Loss of contact is referred to by communicators a. as on the earth plane. 
i 4 an explanation of confusion, thus: “Then I began to lose my V ! 
i | grasp of the light." * "I lost my hold on the light ; that is The main idea lies in tho last se IAM No udden heaven 
| iy | where the trouble began." When concentration flags wandering or hell" awaits man on the other side of death Life seems 
M |! thoughts and fancies are liable to intervene ; and thoughts from natural ov thers. because the ‘reel aaa sade chich govern n 
Th li other minds may intrude and be received by the medium here prevail and control conditions there also! Raymond is 
i | What occurs at a telephone when bits of other conversations RUXIOUS to PEDE UN that it's just as natural as on the 
A l4 —— » 1 3 earth plane. 
| | *Some of the points discussed in this article will be found fully One of the principles whicli we find at work in this life is 
Als | ! xu Gm ín aue olii? = B "t t. +s iral ol the power of habit. It is a dominating principle in all evolu- 
"i Paychical Research,” January and February, 1917 tion; it is by Bann’ that creatures climb or fall in the scale o 
tA medium is called a“ light” by some of those who communicate, being A British Tommy shot out of hi earthly body is not 
| | the explanation being that a medium presents to them a certain instantaneously liberated from this principle Perhaps he 
4 luminosity, passed over with his pipe in his mouth, and if he was the 
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dare of the tobacco habit is it likely that he would suddenly lose physical environment, who will be still earth-bound in thought 


all desire for “a smoke” ? There is no reason to expect thi ind sensation when the door of the next world opens to them 
miracle to happen ; it is contrary to all experience. Comparison and they are called to pass in 
with other mediumistic statement ; abundantly corroborates the The ideal condition for those who wish to claim self- 
bdief that habits formed in this life continue until the spirit possession and the freedom of spiritual beings has hardly been 
Jearns to cast them off. better expressed than by the slave-philosopher, Epictetus :— 
That this is true of mental habits would probably be readily We also are His offspring. Every one of us may call bim- 
simitted. The puzzle is, how can it apply after death to self a son of God. Just as our bodies are linked to the 
physical habits ? This is easily conceivable when we remember material universe, subject while we live to the same forces, 
that, as science teaches us, physical sensations are really, in the resolved when we die into the same elements, so by virtue of 
last resort, mental experiences. It is the mind that is con- roality pes AM P M Ne a els Hus 


sious of sensations, not the molecules of the body, not even kinship no mean or unworthy thought of ourselves can enter 

the nerves, which are merely the channels through which vibra- our souls, The sense of it forms a rule and standard for our 

lions are transmitted to the brain, there to produce changes lives. He has given us freedom of will; there is no power in 

which, in some inexplicable way, are interpreted by the mind heaven or earth that can bar our freedom. . . We are God's 

- as sensations. athletes to whom He has given an opportunity to show of 
When we have grasped the fact that it is the mind, not the what stuff we are made. 

body, which experiences pleasure or pain we should find no = = 

difticulty in believing that ministering spirits can, if need be, LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 

produce sensations in those under their care who have passed se 


1 un eats ATUS P 
out of the body. George Herbert, realising the power of suried Treasures and Divining Rods. 


thought, wrote :— Sır, — During my long sojourn in Mexico I devoted con- 

» d siderable time and money to collecting and investigating some 
There is a rare outlandish root, of the many stories of buried treasure that abound there. 

Which when I could not get, I thought it here ; It is a popular belief, at any rate in Mexico, that sensitives 

That apprehension cured so well my foot, are able to locate buried treasures, and they are frequently con- 

That I can walk to heaven well near. sulted to that end. My experience, however, is that while they 


s g d are all most obliging in providing the anxious inquirer with 
‘Experience and science fully endorse the idea here ex- information, sometimes with a great amount of detail, the 


pressed, But still the question remains, Why should minister- somewhat essential element of truth is conspicuous by its 
pirits pander to these earthly desires ? An analogy may absence. 

the answer. In homes for the cure of inebriates it is, Instructions are frequently given for certain work to be 
I lieve, oustomary to provide a harmless beverage to adminis- carried out, and when that work has been done fresh instruc- 
NM E ? tions are given, this operation being repeated again and again, 
ter 1 hen the alcohol craving comes on. After the habit has eee eer eee mere ep gent ia realsod thats hoax. has|been 
broken off the patient may be subject to this craving from played, and the quest is given up. My own experience, coupled 


e t time, and as a help in such moments of trial this with that of many others whom I have met, indicates that no 
j nethod is obviously wise. Thus patients are gradually assisted, work should be undertaken in the way of prosecuting a search 


y a crutch, until they can dispense with the support. There for treasure on the instructions furnished through a sensitive, 
must be very E who having, up to the hour of death, iden- when these have been solicited and are unsupported by other 


SOM * è A : z $ evidence. It would seem, however, that sensitives are 
ifed their conscious life with the physical body and its occasionally met, with who are strangely affected by masses oí 


environment, would feel after death as if they were still pos- certain metals in close proximity to them, and can indicate 
wee of a physical body and find their thoughts naturally turn their location; that others again may receive a spontaneous 
to physical things. communication from someone on the other side regarding a 


treasure buried in a certain place, generally near at hand; 
and other individuals again may possess the power occasionally 
to project their astral body at will and obtain information 
regarding the interior ef the earth in a certain prescribed 


"An analogous experience frequently occurs when a limb has 
been amputated; the man who has lost his leg still feels as if 
Wehadit. A sudden shock may amputate (so to speak) the 


whole physical organism, and yet the man may still feel as if locality. More credence may certainly be given to information 
he had it because he retains sensations which have become a obtained in this manner, but hardly enough to warrant the 
mental habit. It ought to comfort us to believe that tender expenditure of large sums of money if entirely unsupported. 

sympathy is at hand to supply the needs of a spirit when under While approximate information regarding the place where a 


treasure is supposed to be buried is relatively easy to obtain (I 
have data regarding some hundred and fifty places myself in 
Mexico and elsewhere), the precise spot is not easily determined 


sich conditions, and that he is cared for not less wisely and 
skilfu ly than he would be in a convalescent home on earth, and 


is gri dually weaned from things physical, the severance being except by more or less costly excavations, which have to be under- 
made as easy as may bo. taken somewhat in the dark as to results. Information on this 

- Fed says, “ When he began to smoke it, he did not think so subject from the other side is, from the nature of it, generally 
much of it.” It seems that thought concentration on the craving unreliable, and, as I had made the search my hobby in leisure 


E E x . * mao moments, I determined to see what the world of science was 
muidiverted by the supply of the desired sensation. They producing in the way of apparatus which could be used or 


t seem to get the same satisfaction out of it, so gradually adapted for the purpose of indicating the presence of masses 
ps from them. But when they first come they do want of metal underground. 

things.” The naturalness and common sense in this remark I investigated the descriptions of various forms of divining 
obvious, rods and examined carefully the claims of their makers, but 1 
do not wish to intimate that the effect is only produced did not fL NY that appealed to mo. The “ ohmmeter” 
i sugesti tl junge implica that me might give results under certain conditions, but at best is slow 

4 -* NE e recorc - L cus UO = — S and tedious to operatein the open and unsuitable for restricted 

‘fe used which are as real and objective for those in that life as areas. The “ baguette," pendulum and condenser described 

sternal objects are to us in this. One might say a good deal by M. Jansé cannot, like the ohmmeter, be used by anyone, but 

i that point, but to do so would unduly extend this article ; apparently require that the user emit certain fluids or emana- 

is sufficient for my present purpose to illustrate the general tions, the exact nature of which is not, I believe, known to 

finciple of interpretation by this single instance. I cannot, science at present. The system on which this method depends, 


en A ^ EUM » p if reduced to a scientific basis and the personal element elimi- 
m, leave this illustration without pointing out its ethical nated, might produce good results. 


ings If it is true that physical habits and sensations be- Some few years ago there was an apparatus advertised (from 
me part of our mental make up and have a persistence which Manchester, I believe), for the finding of water, oil and mineral 
last after the physical body has been left for ever, how ledges, and about the same time a similar—or, as I believe, the 


everyone should be to be master of all habits, to be able same—apparatus made in Germany claimed to do the same 
with them at will. It is a matter of practice; it is things. At that time the German apparatus was not offered 


for sale, but the owners were willing for a valuable consi i 
t qM ne $ g for a valuable consideration 
ly those who have become the slave of habits in this life, and to send an expert to make any examination required. The 


(identified their consciousness with the body and its British agents asked a high price for the apparatus, and, 
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although it was supposed to be protected by patent THE LIFE HARMONIOUS. 
refused all information du t metl of of at 
practically telling me that if 1 wanted it badly or h I must ; I i ti P M 
be willing to take it on trust. I did not buy it Rutherford tor the strikin i a 
I have heard that there was a very ¢ n 19th ult. in the hall of Cam! | Stre > ty, S 
Germany just before the war, and ani cla pe,” —is one that need I n, and heretor 
1 used with good effect in Canada for locating mineral veins, and his hearers at the outset tha ant I idu 
i | I would much appreciate any information your readers can SEE Da sand true phy c A He Y | out " 
give me regarding these or any other practical instrument that li-health was due to neglect of open : 
' may be used for detecting mineral veins cient diversity of interest and employment Nev 
“Meanwhile, not finding on the market such an apparatus as habits brought-a positive hostility t An i Y 
I required, I set about devise one. Iam desirous of we learned to trust the Supreme Power for good, the 
| having a working model instrument made, and for this were we moved into variety and diversity of lif The 1 
i purpose shall be glad to get into touch with some practical, wh magined that he had ' seen it all,” and that life} 
| i reliable “ wireless " mechanic n: ing new in store for him, was à man who recognis \ 
í In addition to mineral treasures in Mexico, I have informa- the husks of things. Life was a science which had n 
. | tion concerning others in various parts of the world, and I shall There was no stage in existence when we could say we 
| be glad to correspond with or meet those who are, or might finished He (the spi aker) believed that one great sourci 
1 ] become, interested in this subject,—Y ours, &c., i our present waste of vitality lay in the mood of impatience c 
LIE The Maples, Hoddesd H T. ALFRED KENNION. mental intemperance. Every movement of a muscle express 
| i oe SS a ano SABTU force and thought. There was far more of our energy exp 
j "m 7 r through impatience in the doing of what were call u 
ii Was it a War Prophecy? 


things than great ones. It was not the acts or wor 
exhausted, but the mental condition they were continual 
that made so many men and women old and haggard at forty 
They wasted all their vitality in flurry of mind and body, a 
so had none left to put into calculation or foresight. If they 
would stop such leakages they must retire periodically t 
Nature's solitude. There they would find no 
but a joyous sense of exhilaration which w 


Sir,—I have just been re-reading Mr. J. 
little book on “Spiritualism,” published by Messrs. Jack in 
i September, 1913. On pages 14-15, after citing an instance of 

a mistaken prediction concerning Mexico 


Arthur Hill's 


, made through an 
American medium, he remarks that he has received through 
another American automatist a somewhat alarming tale. "The 
medium's controls informed him that there was going to be 
some sort of geological upheaval and subsidence on a gigantic to return 
scale in Western Europe, and the British Isle sink 
bodily below the level of the sea. "'The date of this event i 
fixed," he says, "for July, 1914, or thereabouts 
warned to flee while there is yet time." 

Mr. Hill naturally treats the prediction with amused in- 


solitude at a 
13 Ww 
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rreater power, 


ChAaàraActerisw 


among 
measured, 


with 
reverential 


men 


new and 
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were to Sow, 


movemt 
religious rites of nearly every creed and r 
spiritual purpose the cultivation of repose, 
of the Divine energy 


ice, had for the 
mad eeonomisator 
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, and we are 
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y flowing through man so that it shoul 
work the best results for him. 


True religi m did not consist di 
i) | eredulity, but it is certainly rather curious that the date given dogmas. The path they must enter was the path of Truth, ar 
| il / should coincide exactly with the commencement of a gigantic Truth was not simply rejection of untruth and super 
Í | j upheaval in Western Europe, though not a geological one; I nor was it only the correct recognition of facts; ıt wast 
LIR - 
| 


| refer, of course, to the present devastating war —Yours, c., 
| i l 9, Anson-road, Tufnell Park, N. 7. GRO 
= = = 
I 
IL 


THE PETERS TESTIMONIAL FUND. 


recognition of the laws that live in the facts. 


Thus it was 
reality the operation of the Universal Mind. 


F. WINTER, 


A GROSS MISREPRESENTATION, 


Pull Z 

Li | Mr. H. Withall is happy to acknowledge the following 1 much regret to find that certain indiy iduals have gwen! 

Wm additional subscriptions towards the proposed testimonial to my jest regarding Dr. Mercier and his " alibi" an interpretat 

[ Il Mr. Alfred Vout Peters :— which is as disereditable to their hearts as to their heads 
| i B s, d. idea is, of course, that the doctor should set detectives to wor 

| || Mrs. Susanna Harris y 5.00 trace the whereabouts of Lady Lodge and eight other witn 
| J 


and prove that they were not in Mariemont on the nig 
question. The other interpretation not only involves a y 
impossibility, but is suggestive of the rankest blasphem 
ax ES too shocking for me to specify, and would have occur 
to a type of character with which L have nothing in € 


Erus G. Ro 


| | Miss H. A. Dalla ... — 
4 l = — 
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Fortune TgLLING.— At Liverpool yesterday | 27th ult.) a 
married woman named Martha McClure was sent to prison for 
a month in the second division for pretending to tell fortunes. 


M Defendant deseribed herself as a clairvoyant and leader of the — ——= 
| ' Christian Spiritualist Church. Two city members of the Police SAFETY. 
im Aid Detachment visited the church, where the congregation ———— 

» 


was composed mostly of women, Questions were sent up We have found safety with al things undyin 
written on paper, and accused replied to them, foretelling the 


future, She stated that she received messages from spirit 
friends,.— " Daily Telegraph." 


The winds, and morning, tears of men an 
'The deep night, and birds singing 


t. and e ju 


j 
WT And sleep, and freedom, and the autumn 
| In Tug Coxcorpance ar Fauut.—The ~ Sunday Chronicle’ We have built a house that is not for Tim 
i H of the 19th ult. devotes over half a column to a special We have won a peace unshaken by pain 
n) correspondent's interview with Mr. John W, Armstrong, a well- War knows no power. Safe shall be my 
Ji MIN. to-do woollen manufacturer of Bingley, Yorks, who early last Secretly armed against all death's end 
hi spring was pronounced by th doctors to be consumptive, but Safe though all safety lost; safe where n 
| | 18 NOW & picture of health Mr. Armstrong states that he had And if these poor limbs die, safest of al 
l ] been a great eater but, acting upon a dream in which " the 


mysteries of the Bible were interpreted to him,” he for ten days 
abstained entirely from food and drink, and, instead, massaged 


the Unseen,” and on the 16th on” Spirit 
National Spirit.” 


| his body for three hours daily with what he believes to be the Ix the list of speakers engaged by 

"living waters" of the Scriptures. At the end of that time he Society for its Sunday evening meetings at 
| WI had gained more than three-and-a-half stones in weight. He note this month a name very familiar to m 
ET E affirms that all our ills are due to blood impurities caused by ance—that of Dr, W.J. Vanstone. He is 
i | what we eat and drink, and that the right way of nourishing 2nd inst. (next Sunday) on “Scientific An 
| the body is by the absorption of pure salts through the pores 


of the skin. "" Cursed be he who eats with the mouth, says 
the book, Mr. Armstrong, in short, claims to have had 
revealed to him the hidden ointment mentioned in Isaiah, which 


The meetings will comn 
Aw excellent pamphlet to give to the | 


Dallas's "The Bridge of Death,” conta 
á is a complete food and a cure for all ills, and which is the of the most telling proofs of the truth o! 
n T product of man's own body" Strange! Our edition of that death, so-called, is but a bridge ~ 
| "1 Cruden's Concordance must be defective; it fails to index light through a brief darkness.” It ha 
1 M u either the ointment or the curse. Will Mr. Armstrong or the at 2d., post free 2}d., by the Spiritualist 
ha " Sunday Chronicle s " correspondent reveal to us these hidden — 30, Glen-terrace, Clover Hill, Halifax, a 
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Established 1884. Incorporated. 1896. 


By the Memorandum of Association the Members are Prohibited 
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w property of the Society. 
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This Alliance has been formed for the purpose of sffordiug informa- 
lim to persons interested in Psychical or Spiritualisvic Phenomena, by 
mens of lectures and meetings for inquiry and psychical research. 

Social Gatherings are also held from time to time. Two tickets 
admission to the lectures held in the Salon of the Royal Society of 
Brith Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, are sent to every Member, 
ind one toevery Associate. Members are admitted free to the Tues. 
diy afternoon seances for illustrations of clairvoyance, and both Mem- 
fem and Associates are admitted free to the Friday afternoon meet- 
ugio “Talks with a Spirit Control," and to the meetings of the 
Piychic Class on Thursday, all of which are held at the rooms occupied 
tithe above address. 

ms are occupied at the above address, where Members and 
ASociates can meet and attend seances for the study of psychic phe- 
Een and classes for psychical self-culture, free and otherwise, notice 
@which is given from time to time in LIGHT, and where they can 
Mad the special journals and use the library of works on Psychical and 
ÜtultScience. The reading-room is open daily to Members and Asso- 
Gites from 10 to 6 (Saturdays civ 

A Circulatin Library, consisting of nearly three thonsand works 
devoted to all phases of Spiritual ind Psychical Research, Science, and 
Philosophy, is at the disposal of all Members and Associates of the 
Ane. Members areentitled to three books at a time, Associates 

Members who reside outside the London postal area can have 
Sent to them free of charge, but must return them carriage paid. 
"Ihe subscription of Members is fixed at a minimum rate of one 
Eus. and of Associates at half.a-guinea, per annum. A payment 
of £1 11s. 6d, by Members or £1 1s. 48. by Associates, w ill entitle sub- 
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do 80 at the same rates of subscription. 
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10, St Martin’s-lane, W.C. 

** Subscriptions should be made payable to the Hon. Treasurer, 

Henry Withall, and are due in advance on January Ist in each year. 


Notices of all meetings will appear regularly in **Light." 


D. Roczns, Hon. Secretary. 
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The subscriptions of new Members and Associates elected 
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For further particulars regarding the work of the Alliance 
apply to the Seeretary. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
; STEINWAY HALL, 
Lower Seymour Street, Portman Square, W. 1. 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, at 7 pom. 
No Admission after 7.10 p.m. 
$ J MR. H. ERNEST HUNT. 
Welcome to all, Admission Free, Collection. 
j Stein’ y Hall is within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge's, Oxford St., 


ie minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations. 
Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Association. 


IS SPIRITUALISM OF THE DEVIL? 
By the Rev. F. FIELDING-OULD, M.A. 
(Vicar of Christ Church, Albany St., N.W. 

With an Introduction by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 


Price 21d. post free, or 2/3 per dozen. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110. ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2. 


THE BRIDGE OF DEATH. 


Some Thoughts for the  Bereaved. 
By H. A. Dallas. 

30 pages, 24d. post free, or 2/3 per dozen, post free. 

OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE W.C. 2. 


CONSTRUCTIVE SPIRITUALISM. 
By W. H. EVANS. 


Contents.—Aspects of Consciousness,— The Soul and Its 

Powers.—A New View of Materialism.—Space and Time 

Life and Its Value.—Construct Spiritualism.—List 

Eminent People who have acce e Re S 
Phenomena.— Portrait Autl 


Cloth, 160 pages, 2/4 net post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2 


ACROSS THE BARRIER. 


By H. A. DALLAS. 
A Record of True Psychic Experlences. 

With an Additional Chapter by H. B. MARRIOTT WATSON 

“A valuable addition to the rapidly accum 
evidence of the soul's survival of bodily de 
Commonwealth 

* An interesting and readable contribution to the literature of 
Psychical Research.”—The Scotsman 
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Cloth, 212 pages, 3/11 net post free. 
To order from— 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.O 2. 
THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 
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MR. ROBERT KING. 


CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church of Higher Mysticism). 


The London Academy of Music, 
22, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W. 


HALL CLOSED . . RE-OPEN IN OCTOBER 


WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 
Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon. 


SUNDAY NEXT, SEPTEMBER 9:4. 
Evening, 6.30, Service .. MDME. DE BEAUREPAIRE. 
WEDNESDAY NEXT, SEPTEMBER 12u. 
Evening, Open Circle, 7.30 . MISS VIOLET BURTON. 
HEALING.—Wednesdays, 3 to 5, Mr. W. S. Hendry. No 
charge. Freewill offerings. 
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THE SPIRITUALIST EDUCATION COUNCIL. 


Third Course of Lectures and Classes. 
77, NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.C. 


Wednesday, October 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th :— 


Mn. RosERT Kiva. 


Developing Classes, 6.80; Lecture, 7.45; Psycho-Therapeutic 
Class, Friday, 7 p.m. (course tickets only). 
Courre tickets (12 lectures, &o.), 7s. €d. Term tickets (4 lectures, 


&c.), 3s. Single lectures, 1s- Atdoor, or from Hon. Sec., Horace Leaf, 
11, Westbourne Gardens, Bayswater, Londov, W. 2. 


A COURSE OF 


Practical Psychic Instruction. 


Personal Magnetism, Self-control, and the Development of Character. 
The Art of Mind Reading in Twenty Lessons. 


Hypnotism, Mesmerism, Clairvoyance, Suggestive Therapeutics, and 
the Sleep Cure. Giving Best Methods of Hypnotising by Masters of 
the Science. 

Magnetic Healing, The Philosophy of Magnetic Healing, Special 
Instructions to the Student, Rules for Development of Magnetic Power, 
The Application of Magnetic Healing. 


Formerly issued at Oxe GurNEA, this complete course of full practi- 
eal Instructions is now issved in & cheaper form. Well-bound in cloth, 
250 pages, with 48 illustrations, showing clearly the methods used. 


Price 5/5 nett, post free. Foreign postage 4d. extra, 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST MARTIN'S LANE. W.C 2. 


Comprising Works on RELIGION, NEW 
METAPHYSICS, SPIRITUALISM, Ot 
&c., by the best Authors. 


including recent 


THOUGHT, 


ULTISM, ASTROL 
Full particulars and catalogue, 
additions, will be sent on receipt of 


request. (for 4d.). 


C. MAURICE DOBSON, Publisher and Bookseller, 
149, Kensington High Street, LONDON, W. 8. 


Npirimálute when in London should stay at 
Hunstanton House, “gardens, London, N.W. (2 
minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes St. Pancras and King’s Cross); 
central for all parts; perfect sanitation. Terms: 4s. Bed and Break- 
fast; no charge for attendance, Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley 
Watts, Pre prietress, 


Yunbridge Wells.—Enquirer, a soldier now at 

Tunbridge Wells, would be very pleased to meet Spiritualists 
in that town.—Reply to Pte, Challinor, c/o Lrcur, 110, St. Martin's- 
lane, W.C. 2. 


( juga Boards and Crystals are not obtainable 

until after the war, the makers being now on war work. "' Spirit 
Identity” and ** Wallis’s Guide to Mediumship" are both at present 
sut of print. The few remaining copies of * Spirit Teachings " can be 
had for 5s, 5d, each, post free, from Liomr Office, 110, St, Martin's- 
lane, W.C. 2. 


BOOKS THAT WILL HELP YUj 


“Thought Forces.” By Prentice Mulford. Boards, 172 pages 
1/2 post free. E 
“Thoughts are Things." 
pages. 1/2 post free. 

“Creative Thought." Essays in the Art of Unfoldment, By 
W. J. Colville. Cloth, 296 pages. 3/11 post free, 

“Spiritualism: A Philosophy of Life." By W. H, Evan, 

Cloth, 76 pages, 1s. 2d. post free. 

“In Tune with the Infinite.” 
221 pages, 1/9 post free. 

“What all the World’s a-Seeking, or the Vital Law of 
True Life, True Greatness, Power and Happiness,” Cloth, 
1/6 post free. 

“The World Beautiful.” 
post free, 

“The Power of Silence. The Interpretation of Life in 
its Relation to Health and Happiness.” Cloth, 1/6 pow 
free. 

"Christ in You: A Book of Devotion." 

1/2. 


By Prentice Mulford. Boards, 17) 


By R. Waldo Trine. Cloth | 
| 
Cloth, 18 


By Lilian Whiting. 


Boards, 198 pages 
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GHOSTS IN SOLID FORM 


AND 


WHAT THEY TELL US 


An Experimental Investigation of certain little-known Phenomena 
BY 
GAMBIER BOLTON, FRG.S,F.28, 
Author of '' Psychic Force.” 


Full-form materialisations in gas-light—Materialisations of beasts ssi 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


fo gain a clear and just view of the Spiritualist move- 
| ment it is necessary to remember that it is two-sided. It 
proceeds externally by objective evidences, and interiorly 
iy vision, monition and inspiration. We work, as Mrs. 
Browning put it, "with clay and cloud.” On the exterior 
sde there is all the noise and bustle of building, much of 
lewing and hammering, testing and experimenting. There 
isplenty of confusion, as at the beginning of every great 
tdertaking, particularly when it involves an excursion 
intolittle-known departments of life-activity. Some of the 
workmen are unskilled, and have to be painfully trained to 
(otheir part. Others grow impatient of the slowness and 
monotony of their tasks. Here and there is a disposition 
f) semp" the work. Occasionally it seems like “ 
come again,” especially to idle onlookers who "sit on the 
fence” and give the builders the benefit of their disinte- 
med advice and the encouragement of their cheerful 
Witticisms. Never having built anything in their lives 
more important than a rabbit hutch or a woodshed, they 
tan hardly be expected to have a very clear appreciation of 
What isgoing on. But they quite realise the advantage of 
ling merely onlookers and avoiding the labour and re- 
sponsibility. When the worst of the difficulties are over, 
they will doubtless come in and take a hand, and even claim 
prt of the credit, if only by reason of the fact that they 
give the achicvement (when it was complete) the inestimable 
alyantage of their approval. 


* * * * 


chaos 


So much is being said of telepathy just now that we 
ue tempted to give once more for the benefit of new 
faders an interesting and well-attested case of telepathic 
communication. It was related in Ligur of November 
2nd, 1912, since which time we have become acquainted by 
wmespondence with the person principally concerned, Mme. 
de Vaux Royer, one of the founders of the well-known 
Cimeo Club of New York. Mme. de Vaux Royer dreamed 
that a friend of hers, Dr. Boirac, Rector of the University 
of Dijon, was in mourning, also that he was about to 
publish a book. Subsequently she received a letter from 
Dr, Boirac which contained the information that his aunt 
tid died at about the period of the dream; also that he 
ms on the point of publishing his now well-known book, 
Ta Psychologie Inconnu.” Fortunately for the verifica- 
tion of the case, Mme. de Vaux Royer had, before the 
tipt by her of Dr. Boirac’s letter, written to another 
friend, Dr. Zeliqzon, of Cleveland, Ohio, narrating the 
dream which had greatly impressed her, and this gentleman 


testified to the facts. Dr. Zeliqson, however, was inclined, 
without prejudice to the telepathic theory, to suggest that 
the explanation might lie in the fact of a meeting between 
the two friends in the astral region. But we may let it 
stand for the benefit of the cautious investigator ns an 
instance of ordinary telepathy without the intervention of 
spirits whether of the “dead” or the living. Telepathy, 
as Professor Hyslop once remarked, is a very good “ half- 
way house.” 
* * * * 


At one of his séances " M.A. (Oxon)" inquired how 
it was that on the previous evening the conditions had 
been disturbed. ‘The reply was illuminating :— 


The disturbed condition of your mother reacted very 
strongly on you. She was suffering mental anguish, and her 
thoughts were very forcibly directed to you. . Some of the 
spirits of love went to minister consolation." 

“Can you so minister to those who know nothing of 
you?" 

The intimate connection with you enabled us to operate. 
We are able usually to reach anyone who is in strong sympathy 
with you. We can help much in consequence of her 
mind dwelling so constantly on you. We are thankful to be of 
service to your mother.—September 14th, 1873." (Lranr, Sep- 
tember 19th, 1896). 
Miss H. A. Dallas, who kindly calls our attention to 
the above passage, writes :— 


This bears upon the curious experience related in LIGHT of 
July 14th under the title “A Vision and a Letter.” In that 
article is a reference to a lady whose unseen friends apparently 
could not get "near" to help a certain sick man unless she 
wrote him a letter. The letter may have served to attract the 
sick man's thought to the writer and thus to make (in some 
way we cannot as yet understand) a channel through which her 
unseen ministering spirits could operate on him, Very wonder- 
ful are the interactions of thought; when we begin to realise 
them, we get a clue to the mystery of intercessory prayer; and 
we know that those who cannot fight the battles of their coun- 
try can take a very real share in strengthening those in the 
thiek of the fight, by maintaining, when they think of the 


combatants, "a warrior's mind," cheerful, trustful and 
merciful. 
* * * * 


“Hypnotism Simplified,” by Stephen Martin (W. 
Foulsham & Co., 7d. nef), describes in simple language the 
condition of hypnosis and its relation to the sub-conscious 
mind. ‘The different stages of the nervous sleep are 
briefly outlined and the attention of the student is very 
properly drawn to the fact that, while most persons are 
susceptible to hypnotic influence, there are comparatively 
few who exhibit the deeper phases of somnambulism and 
lucidity. The difference between hypnotism and mesmerism 
is not made sufficiently clear. To say that suggestibility 
is a feature common to both does not disprove the teaching 
of the earlier mesmerists, or satisfactorily account for all 
the phenomena observed by them. The book is soberly 
and sensibly written, and the inexperienced operator might 
do worse than glance through its pages before experimenting 
with a subject. Practical instructions for inducing the 
hypnotic state, together with some useful hints on self- 
hypnosis, will be found in the concluding chapters. 
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"PRRSONATION" IN CONTROLS 


hy V, CG, Diui 
it ia a curious fact that along with messages which con- 
tain strong evidence of coming from personal frionds who have 
passed over, there come alao- perhaps immediately following 
statomonta which inspire well-founded distrust of thoir origin. 
Sometimes, as in the ease reported in Lian of August 25th 
and disproved in the present. number, these messages have a 
religions tone and contain solomn aflirmations of matters which 
are very shortly afterwards found to bo totally falso 
Such thing 


are woll known to students of ocoultism in all 

ita forma, and very great porploxity is often caused by them 
Several hypotheses 

the facta 
(a) The 


otherwise " 


have been. put forward to account for 


mossagoa aro the work of malevolent spirits ; 
elementaries " or “ devils,” 

(4) They are products of the automatist’s subconsciousness, 

(e) The control is amusing himself with what is called in 
French “ uno mystifioation,” and in English “a practical joke,” 
and by schoolboys “greening you up." 

(4) The communicating intelligence is in a state analogous 
to our own when dreaming or hypnotised 

(a) is the Roman Catholic explanation, and has been refuted 
many times as anything like a complete explanation. Never- 
tholoas, the dispassionate student will not wholly reject it l 
know a case in which a man and a woman were advised in the 
name of a deceased friend, with many plausible " free-love ' 
argumenta, to enter on relations which must have caused a 
quite honest friendship to end in disgrace, Feeling sure that 
this advice could not emanate from its alleged source, they 
pretended to be weighing the arguments used 

The writ 


: then apparently dropped disguise, and gave the 
name of Lola Mont 
French Empire 


a well-known eourtezan of the second 


As to , there are ¢ many authenticated messages to 
accept this theory a vering all the facts, though it certainly 
covers one group, Dr. Lloyd Tuckey (I think) published some 
time ago a ease in which, having noticed the deplorable state of 
the boot f a very | r lady patient he sent her ar mym musty 
anew pair, The lady subs ntly told him of the wonderfi 
way in wl her need had t the communicating 
‘spi t vu An @X} lan 1 e tr u ut V usly 
n accord with the lady's anticipations 

a supported by n | evidence of t poltergeist " kind 

It ix not unnatural that those who in earth-life think s kes 

the crea 2 and are amused by r attitude towards 

deat shor nawar [t pain these jests may 
give to. 1 

The last hypot sis one wl merits investuratior There 
are, of re Any genuine messages to which it is inapy 
al but at A i t explains a fow s fa 
the stat ts ta ssagos that t jM sex 
s not m 1 even that it is t awar it wr 

Many ex - all kinds of ssa ad t ` 
that w tt s y t s.a niversal aj A 
tro any | 1 AY ya t ` : ations 
Certa at inex ators may very sly 

ved, 1l : sa Y 1 i 
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"PATIENCE WORTH” 


PUBLICATION OI Pu 


AS NOVELIST, 


SORRY "lang," 


Those who followed the articles in Liaum of May 12th and 
19th and July 14th of the present year, in which we gave the 
story of " Pationeo Worth” and her communications through 
a Ouija Board, will hear with interest that 


“The Sorry Tale’ 
has now boon published, 


“ Current Opinion " (New York) for 
August announces the fact in a review of the work, from which 
we make the extracts which follow 

One of the curiosities of our time, whether considered from 
a literary or from a religious point of view, is the novel entitled 
“The Sorry Tale,” Ouija Board to 
Mrs, John H, Curran, of St. Louis, by the personality that 


communicated over a 
calls itself " Pationce Worth.” The book deals with New Testa 
ment times, and is of somewhat the same type as " Quo Vadis” 
and “Ben Hur.” It is attracting international attention, 
William Marion Reedy, editor of the St. Louis “ Mirror,” calls 
it the most remarkable piece of literature he has ever read. 

It appears that the manifestations of " Patience Worth” 
originated in the casual manipulation of a Ouija Board asa 
form of entertainment for a party gathered in the home of Mn 
John H. Curran, wife of the former Commissioner of Immiga- 


tion of St, Louis. Mrs, Curran had not been inclined to attad 


importance or significance to the antics of Ouija Boards up t 


the time when the remarkable communications of " Patience 


Worth" began, But gradually she was impressed by the fact 


that something extraordinary was happening. She was carned 


^ : ^ x L.X Bd 
out of herself by messages that exhibited remarkable literary 


quality and that expressed a personality as distinet and diferent 


la t 


ossible te 


from that of Mrs. Curran herself as it would be 


imagine, She called into counsel Caspar S. Yost, ed 


St. Louis " Globe-Democrat,” and William Marion Reedy; ani 


f, 1)! 1a recorded 
theso two professional writing men watched her as she recorded 


poems, parables, short stories, plays and novels, in varying Od 


es 3 
h dialects, involving the use of unfamiliar words in mèan- 


ings most recondite 


The writings of “ Patience Worth " have been published i 


lobe-Demoer 
'They appeal to a writer in the New 


iginal, cl 


ing and vigorous 


play, " Redwing a long dial 
The an uproarious Old H sh story of a broad 
hum ind vital chara isation w Ww 1 have done credit 
to Chaucer. All these may be regarded as a prelude tot 
The Sorry Tale 
rhe new story tells f Jes form b T 
I and with i wis I S fifth Gospi 
à ling to Mr. Reedy, and s writt unt language 
that is its n and t - ta la N t 
1 T Englis t g s and tums 
ase and formatior N - 1 ^"atience Wort 
"T | i Palestine and R There are one 
wad ers in s express y 
—Y" v des 1 à a " 
libs Cæsar by a Greek slave, a w reat beauty si 
He is 1 - s was 
f Bet i t € i i 
. walls In t i tel : i — 
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And He caused that Simon bring up the net, 
full upon his face and cried out :— 

"Lama wicked man! Behold, before thee have I set my 
"ubt. Aye, and how maya man's doubt become greater than 
his God, save that he put his doubt before his God ? " 

7 And Jesus said, “ Thou hast acknowledged thy doubt and 
fallen down before it. Cast thou the nets!” 

And Simon let fall the net unto the waters, and behold, the 
ters stirred and the boats swayed, even so that it seemed that 
lay beneath the water. And they made to draw forth 
the nots, and behold, the fish leaped high and the silver showed 
gisted within the light. And within the boat the men were 
Tot enough that they draw forth the nets. And they that 
itched saw, and men sprang unto the waters and swam to 
the spot and lended aid that they bring forth the nets. And 
marvelled and said, “ What is this man ?" and they cried, 
ter! Master! " 
And behold, their voices arose unto a tumultas they brought 

he nets back unto the shores, and men swam with the boat and 
held unto the nets that they bring forth the catch. And when 
lad come unto the shore and the boat lay within the 
lows, Jesus called forth unto all of them and delivered the 
untothem. And they cried: 

J"'phisis wondrous! What is it? " 

And Jesus made answer: “This is naught. For the netting 
of fish is little unto the bringing forth of men.” 

And Simon fell upon his face and spake unto Him of his 
Wiekedness. And Jesus said :— 

"Are and put thy nets by; for thou shalt weave a net of 
hy love and bring forth men." 

And they spake: “It shall be; for this man hath looked 
unto lands and even though his nets slipped the waters his 
ing was not there.” 

And they spake unto Him more, saying: “It hath come 
that thou hast lain low fever and hath cleansed and healed 

What is that that is thine that is no man's ?” 

And He answered : " The time is not come that thou shalt 
mow, but it is true that no man will hark save that a loud 
Moise sotteth up. Thou mayest not know, but within thy land 
ihe eyes shall ope and the ears hark, unto the eye's undoing 
and the confounding of the years." 

And behold, afar there sat Hatte. = 

And he arose and spat. And behold, Jesus stepped Him 
‘Yack that the spat fell not upon Him, and lo, where it fell He 
«ended Him down and plucked up a white bloom. And He held 
itforth unto Hatte and spake : 

“Took! even a man's hate may bloom. 
allmen. And they shall yet know that 
aminst the God ; for their folly shall undo the 
Zmounteth up unto the pinnacle of heights, 

Man's path is upon a wheel. Even so is God upon the wheel 

and he shall come upon Him ; 1 

Ye make much of wisdom, yet I say me 

babes that the tides shall wash unto naug! 

And Hatte stood him listing, and his l 
bold, Jesus put within his hand the bloom. 
menthismarvelled and spake: “This man doeth 
miteth man's wonder running upon legs!” 


And Simon 


This is the folly of 


for b 


By the outworking of motives and ever 
> hate is one of the two men who hs 
Calvary :— 

And it was true that the 
etucify the transgressor, and the 
Tabie. And it was true that R 
among them. And at the! T 
wet ike wild things. Men ran thither and yon, la: 
Nabneking, bearing stones and sticks of broken woods 
> Rome sat, fatted, comfortful, and smiling 

And behold, the pits w oped i tł 

hands of the war's men, : 

Jesus Christus and the son « t 
Rome bad shut up her doors and left be t 
the sun was o'erclonded and shone but to 
men bore forth Jesus Christus, whon rt 

d He shrunk beneath their eyes and cast 

And lo, they laid hands upon Hatte and str 
n that looked upon this withdrew and 
And they cried out: “ Who art thou, 
ples? Who art thou ?” 
And Hatte stood like unto one who wandered 
Rr height And they cried aloud: “ Behold 
"ferus! Beholi him' ^ 
And they laughed and cast stones 
Potted fruits and filths of the st 
Meed, empty. And Jesus Christus spake not. 
und Him, crying out: " Behold 


y 


d, the str 


ets ways 


ECG E 


bo 


is the son of who! 


Him!” 


And they lay hands upon them and beat them on the 
path's-way, even as wastes upon waters. And their flesh was 
torn and the hairs of their heads torn out, and lo, blood 
showed upon their faces and their naked flesh. And the chill 
of the after-storm was upon Jerusalem, and they shook in cold 
quaking. And they that taunted them brought forth waters 
and cast o'er them; even did they bring forth heated brands 
and put unto their flesh. 

And lo, among them stepped the Son of Go 
knew Him not. And Hatte held his head ! and stepped 
regal, even though his withered leg gave way and was dragged 
at his stepping, for the weighting down of them that beset him 
was o’ermuch, 


He is a false prophet! Stone Him! Stone 


silent. They 


And they wearied of their taunts, for no manner of outery 
came there for to feed their madness. And they cried out 
“Crucify them! Spread them ope! Show unto all men that 
enter the city, the Son of God and the son of Tiberius! Ha, 
ha, ha! Down the flesh of Rome beneath all men! Crush 
the blood of Tiberius beneath the heels of men where he hath 
crushed the flesh of our tribes! 

And it was true that the Jews were mad, and, mingled with 
the Romans within one cup, had they fallen 
cry had gone up, "Crucify 


And when the 
them!" 1 t ked 
unto Jesus Christus, whose body was 
with his own arms did he l 


through flesh unto His side 


ss, and 


he 


and lift Him up. And his lips 


t I 
spake 

"Seest thou? It is the end Th v 
and mine of hate lead thee unto a 

The plot, as William Marion Ree vorked out 
with the precision S nd its ct n is ] 


covered until th ry end. 


" Jews, Romans, Greel 


each one to a definite p 
are retold for the reader 

nce if not 
miracles that do not m. 
it. The 
rthodox in sp 
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OF 


VIEW. 


PROPAGANDA, 


POINTS 


Some THovants on 


In the course of conversation lately with the editor of a 
London journal—a man whose name is well known to the 
we learned with interest the opinions he had formed 


He told us, in 


publie 
on the subject to which Licur is devoted. 
effect, that he was willing to admit that there was a reality 
in Spiritualism, but that he had not the time, even if he 
had the inclination, to pursue the subject. (That, indeed, 
ns we have gathered from many similar conversations 
“behind the scenes," is the attitude of several of the craft.) 
But the point of our friend's remarks lay in one of his con- 
cluding observations ; " If there is really a life after death, 
it will be time enough to deal with it when we are in it. It 
will come to us whether we believe in it now or not." 

Now these observations would form a text for a good 


many homilies taking nn entirely different view of that 


editor's duty and responsibility, but we are not minded to 
deliver even one of them. ‘That which is the duty of one 
man is not necessarily the duty of another, and ideas of the 
every 


importance of any particular subject vary with 


individual. ‘To us the questions with which Spiritualism is 
concerned are amongst the greatest that can occupy the 
And yet for women it 


more 


many men and 


important 


human mind. 


may be at present a matter to 
pursue their own immediate occupations and interests than 
to follow n subject which, however momentous it really is, 
has for them no attraction, and is, moreover, in many cases, 
n matter which they feel they are, in any case, too busy to 
take up. We find that position quite intelligible, and would 
not attempt in the slightest degree to challenge the free 
dom of any person to follow his own inclinations on the 
point, It may be foolish of him; he may regret it here- 
after, On the other hand, he may not. For our conviction 
grows that it is a man's duty to follow his own path and 
not that of someone else, It is n question of vocation. 
One man finds his true calling in matters that may appear 
to the outsider purely mundane, although to the discerning 
eye there is nothing human which can answer to that 
deseription ; the Spirit works in all, Another feels a com 
pelling call to explore untrodden ways and lead the way to 
It is emphatically a matter of " Mind your 


If this wholesome rule were observed there 


new worlds, 

own business,” 
would be little discord, It is between the bigoted obstruc 
hand ond the indiscriminate 
gandists on the other that the 
We nro prepared to defend the truths we hold against 


if they the 


the one propa 


tionists on 


most of troubles arise. 


noed other hand, 


defending; on 


attack 
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slightest 
the unwilling o: 
that this 


have a good rather than an evil signif 


not the 
the attention of 


we have inclination to force them 


indifferent, especial] 


when we recognise same unwillingness 


indifference may 


cance. It may simply mean that the man is not ripe fy 


any new revelation ; the time has not come for any growt 
of mind or change of view. If he really needs any sud 


knowledge as we can afford he will come our way and we 


shall be 


to challenge his views and thrust forward our own 


ready to meet him when he comes, To molest 
him " 
may only result in converting an indifferent onlooker int 
than ever from 


So 


an active enemy, and driving him further 
the truth which we hold to be of such importance 
much we have gathered from a fairly extensive acquaintang 
with propagandist methods of the old type. It is not that 
we are anti-propagandist or even positively non-propa 
gandist. We believe in disseminating such truth as we 
have gathered, but only amongst those who are really in 
need of it, a fact which we may be sure they will signify in 
tne for co-operation 
rather than for any form of compulsion or competition. We 
There is a 


usual manner. In a word, we are 
are utterly opposed to proselytising methods. 
peculiar arrogance about them which should be foreign to 
those who take large views of life. We doubt if there isa 
single sect or school of thought which does not supply to 
some at least of its followers that which is best suited to 
them at some particular stage of growth. 

Spiritualism is in the world not so much as a new dis 
covery or revelation as a confirmation and enlargement of 
old discoveries and old revelations. It is here to attest their 
essential reality, to confirm them scientifically and philo- 
sophically for the benefit of those for whom the old war- 
rants are no longer sufficient. For those who do not need, 
or who think they do not need, any such confirmation, we 
have no word to say. We feel no temptation to argue the 
point with them. We only ask that so long as we do not 
attempt to dictate their course of faith and conduct they 
If Spiritualism were 
But it 
is not, in spite of some appearances to the contrary, It has 


come not to found any new religion, but to fulfil and verify 


will render us the same courtesy. 
simply a new sect these remarks would not apply. 


the old, 


RECEIVED BY PLANCHETTE, 


MESSAGE 


The " message " published under this heading in tho issue 
of LiagT of August 25th has proved untrue. 

A letter has been received from A. J. Hyde dated August 
l7th,giving the good news that he was safe and well on that 
date. 

In view of the many '" messages" now being received by 
planchette and similar methods, it is perhaps just as well that 
recipients should be warned that deceptions such as this, forti- 
fied by every appearance of genuineness, can be received by 
perfectly honest and conscientious persons like Miss Hyde, 

I regret the publicity from one point of view, but it has at 
least this good—that it emphasises my own strong conviction 
that investigations into the mysterious forces which operate in 
this way should bo left to those who ean study them from 4 
purely scientific standpoint, 

The message shown mo by Miss Hyde was supported during 
the following days by longer and apparently authentic communi: 
cations of a strongly religious tone. These facts illustrate vory 
clearly, to my mind, tho dangers to which I have referred, The 
lady in question is not given to anticipations of any kind, sho 
assures me that she had not been thinking specially of hor 
brother in France, and that tho “message” camo quito un- 
sought. It was not till further details above mentioned and 
solemn asseverations were received, that her first and healthy 


scepticism began to give way. 
S. Dr Bran, 


September 8, 1917.) 


AQUESTION CONCERNING THE ETHER 
Bv H. 


A. DALLAS. 


“The June issue of the Journal of the American Society for 
hical Research is of particular interest throughout. The 
t article deals with “ Raymond,” and is entitled “The Nature 
fe after Death." It is an interesting discussion of the 
subject. I wil only quote one sentence on which I desire to 
a question. After alluding to the immediate period after 
| as possibly a " dream " state (as one of the remarks pur- 
oting to come from Raymond implies), “they just think 
yredreaming, and they don't realise things at all times," 
op adds :— 

ently one of the controls in the Chenoweth case spon- 
usly remarked that I had a "theory that the other life 
i mental world," and went on to say that consciousness 
was creative. . . . While we may well conceive the other 
sa mental world . . . it may be more. . . . No doubt 
are complications. These may be connected with an 
tive existence as well as a subjective one on the other 
But that is probably less communicable than the memo- 
earthly life, or the inner states of mind. 


hen goes on to discuss the possibility that the mind acts 
y on its environment, 


re and will can create things in the material world, but 
ly and by avery laborious procedure. . . . It 
able that desire and will might act more directly on 
such there be, to create any ideal object to which 
give expression. But we have no evidence of such 
. It is not defended here as possible, but merely 
a view held by some persons, 


estion I wish to ask I address through the columns 
scientific men. I shall be if one of your 


j who have Bind o out of EU constituted 
JT want to know whether this surmise is reasonable, 
is compatible with the facts known to students 


hose who pass out of the body must have an objective 
ot. If they do not live in an objective environment, 
tis probable that we do not do so either—that all our 
l once is really subjective and mental. Personally I do 
not believe that it is so. Of course our interpretation of the 
Vibrations which reach us is a mental interpretation, but 
tho vibrations appear to be external to our mind, emanating 
man infinite variety of centres of force. 

Tho ether rotating ata rate which conveys to us the im- 
f solidity constitutes our physical environment. 
us recognise two pensitions of the ether, the ' ‘solid’ 

ed by Fresnel that some of the “ a " ether is “ en- 
l, as it were, in the atoms of matter, and is, so to speak, 
up with them.” (“Psychic Philosophy," by V. C. 
s p. 153.) 


the solid matter of our earth; it is “somehow in a 
t state to that outside, It must certainly be less rigid 
ether or more dense ” (ibid, p. 152), 

question I want to put is this: Is it a rational 
‘that this "bound" other constitutes the environ- 
those who have passed out of the solidified ether, ùe., 
rial embodiment ? 

does it not seem probable that their bodies are con- 
of this, and since this bound ether is entangled in 
it not probable that the effect it produces upon them 
asi-physical ? Numerous communications from the 
de" intimate that for a time after death those who 
8 ut are connected with matter by some sort of nexus 
ontually disappears ; perhaps this merely means that 
ly pass out of the environment of entangled ether and 
hirsfore into a froor stato, and a less material condition. 
communications indicate that the physical phenomena 
by the discarnate are produced by means of this 
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nexus, 


‘“ 


which I venture to is constituted of the 
entangled” ether. 

I would also ask whether it is consonant with science to 
suppose that those who may be living in this quasi-material, 
“bound” environment may be actually receiving 
vibrations through this medium from identically the sama centres 
of force as those which are vibrating to us ? The flowers, for 
instance, which are sending forth vibrations to us through what 
we call matter (ie. through “ ether) may be sending 
vibrations to discarnate beings through entangled ether; and in 
that case our material objects may look like shadows, like dim 
adumbrations round the realities they see. 


suggest 


ether 


solid” 


It seems to me that if this hypothesis is permissible it gives 
us a co-ordinating theory and a clue to the meaning of some 
of the statements made concerning the other life, 

Whilst we recognise that Mind is the dominant factor, that 
the mental interpretation of experience is by far the most 
important activity in the Universe, we yet instinctively recog- 
nise (or we think we do) that there must be some objective 
external environment to interpret—that, if there is not such, 
our intellectual intuitions are strangely misleading. 

We intuitively recognise "I am." This is a subjective 
experience which is direct and convincing, but only second to 
itin cogency comes the recognition of Otherness, and in this 
recognition we find our environment. 


DR. CRAWFORD'S EXPERIMENTS. 


A New Test SUGGESTED. 


The following letter from Mr. H. Yardley suggesting a new 
experiment, and Dr. Crawford’s reply to it, will be of great 
interest to many of our readers :— 


To the Editor of Licur. 


Sir,—Dr. Crawford's last published experiments are very 
wonderful but not quite conclusive. Can the psychic matter 
which, when removed from the medium's body, caused her to 
lose 54lb. in weight, be placed by the spirit operators on an 
additional balance to be weighed thereon? Such an experi- 
ment would, I think, carry the matter a step further. Again, 
was the psychic matter which is used in levitating the table 
really placed on the board of the weighing machine (at Dr. Craw- 
ford's request), or was it merely restored to the medium's body? 

Mr. Tweedale's remark about clairvoyants having seem the 
spirit operators lift the table is to me a new item. I do not 
remember Dr. Crawford mentioning it.—Yours, &c., 

H. YARDLEY. 

Herne Hill. 


Dn. Cnawronp's REPLY. 


The statements in the article referred to were an exact 
recital of facts. I inferred that the reduction in weight of the 
medium was most likely due to the projection of matter in 
some form or other from her body, but I did not claim that 
these experiments per se were conclusive of that. I have, how- 
ever, many other unpublished results which all tend to the same 
end—viz., that the psychic rods, levers, &c,, are in reality 
packed with matter, but matter at present in a form unknown 
to science. I will try the experiment referred to at the first 
favourable opportunity. 

I think I am in a position to say that the psychic rod 
theory (as partially developed in my book) is now established. 
Every result I have points straight to it. What is not yet 
established is the composition of the rod. But I am reasonably 
suro that the rod contains three elements (and it may contain 
more) of which matter from the medium's body is one. 

Any idea of spirit operators bodily lifting the table at this 
circle may be safely disregarded. The facts do not fit in with 
any such theory. I make it a rule, while not discouraging 
clairvoyance, to pay little attention to it unless it agrees in the 
main with the cold-blooded and unimaginative results of 
experiment. 


We are asked by a lady residing at St. Albans whether there 
aro any private mediums or any Spiritualists, or persons who 
take a sympathetic interest in Spiritualism, in that town, with 
whom she could be put into communication. Perhaps some 
reader or readers of Ligur can answer the query. 


ui 


MRS. PIPER'S "CONFESSION." 


By Livan WHITING 


Since Mr. Edward Clodd simply /nows there is no such thing 


Seen and the 


as communication between the two realms of t 
Unseen, it does not seem worth while to discuss a finality. If 
the Astronomer Royal were to be told by someone unfamiliar 
with astro-physics that the stars never moved, or that there were 


no such planets as Mars and Jupiter, I daresay he would not 


concern himself particularly, and would permit his informant to 


ged " con- 


enjoy his own convictions But in regard to the 
fession” of Mrs. Piper, Mr. Clodd is the victim 


although an error that is not only natural, but, indeed, inevit- 


an error, 


s, the correction 


able, and from no fault of his own, if, as appe 
of this mistake has never reached him. 

But now here are the absolute facts of the case. 

In the summer of (I think) 1902 Mrs. Piper was the guest 


of Mrs. Josephine Spenser, of Boston, in Mrs. Spenser's country 


house at Framingham, an hour's journey from town. A woman 


reporter in New York City (whose name I could give, but it is 
rald " 


and asked if they would syndicate an article about Mrs. Piper 


courtesy to her not to do so) went to the “ New York He 


reporter 


if she could procure it. They promised to do so. T 
went to Framingham, and for nearly three weeks Mrs. Piper 
refused to see her. Finally (and unfortunately) she gave way. 


m 


The result was this interview, which was one ti of mis- 


representation, not to employ a harsher term. A part 


of the interview was taken directly out of the Reports 


of the Society for Psychical Research, and somewhat garbled. 
The parts in which Mrs. Piper was made to speak indepen- 
dently were absolutely manufactured and printed without 


Mrs. Piper's knowledge. For instance, Mrs. Piper was made in 


ad entir 


this docur 
Society for Psychic earch, and w« 


on a Sur 


,and at 10 a.m. 
Dr. Hod 


ited to Mrs. Piper 


- rc 


statemen 
made, n 
A day or tw: 


down by Mrs. Piper with a copy of 


hand, that 


proposa!) de 


when sbe saw t . t r r 
B eror r & 
Lik ~ 
Went tting sd a tt 
This — os ts ==" n 
so widely that it is sur g ei ag t 
rrections har tly t t f 
r a AIV rt 1 EI à BS3n* 
tions wit - EE y ; 
>: as t I à L 
we that be may yet rea: t - 
victions regarding this í mmunicst with t 
The F mock 
Bost Aur E 
Wasz: the weed cannot grow neither can wer 
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“THE EXPECTED WORLD-TEACHER, 


By E. Wake Cook 


Greaves in Ligur of August 18th (page 2 


Say that my expec 


a number of inspired tea in the it 
religious, scientifie, philosophical and poetic. If any 
these teachers is endowed with a dominating auth 


soning and r« 


we shall be saved the trouble of 


be kept on the level of school children, and another 


be started. But if they come with only the ` authori 


truth and earnest conviction, they will give us larger, 
deeper and higher views of existence and its pury 
they will be at the mercy of their hearers, and if v 


will have to wait generations ere they are fully unde 


accepted. 
We see in teachings and in systems just what 


enough to see, and no more. Everything depends 


of unfoldment we have r 


receptivity, the st 


h for new truth 


pressing need is not so mu 
stands knocking at the door of our cons 


iousness as 


open mind, the seeing eye, both the inner and the outer, s 


the hearing ear. 

I still think the Great Teacher has come, thunder-dad,r 
awful retribution on our stupidity, in this soul-sl 
What else could have disposed of ru 
ssia? What else could teach our impé 


e 


case of R 


who want to establish millennial institutions at 


3 
nd 


they have laid the foundations in conditions an 


as the awful chaos threatening Russia 


impatienc In a thousand ways 


helping 


THE FORCE BEHIND EVOLUTION 


t sic r ýs "C 
- se snd t i sve i a y 
t € t y rea s 
Reliz ^1 Realit Trees 
| F z T z DOP—4 = 
" i d = z ås 
ta t that can ix - ke a c 
the t re » g r F - 
estigations," by H: 


September 8, 1917.) 


MESSAGE OF 
DOWDIN 


By W. H, 


THE " PRIVATE 


EVANS. 


“Amidst the rush and turmoil of these days there are many 
who are receiving impressions, messages, and inspirations from 
bse who have crossed the silver streak of death. 
"T nd significance in these many experiences, 
in the tide of human consciousness 
to sense spiritual influences. That such an increase in 
mtual sensitiveness should occur during these distressful 
is perhaps natural. The attention of the world has been 
directed to questions of life after death, and it is 
to those who have studied these matters that the direct- 
Of attention toward psychic and spiritual matters often 
iis in a spontaneous flowering of psychic 
And in the many messages which have come through 
most encouraging unanimity respecting the simple 
fare of the change called “death.” In the book 
h messages from a departed soldier have been recorded by 
T. "the communicator is quite emphatic on the point 
I death is nothing. There really is no cause to fear.” 
Ths is a great little book. It contains so much that is 
stive, so many lofty thoughts, such a 
tan cordially recommend it. The message 
of an evidential nature, and in that respect will be 
oi ting to the purely scientific psychical researcher. But 
J a ring of earnestness about them which carries convic- 
eis a strong suggestion that someone from the other 
lyendeavouring to convey to the world truths of 
re need to be reminded. 

edly there exist many difficulties in the way of con- 
; definite information respecting the 
Lonly convey our experiences approrimately. 
‘conditions here in words is quite impossible,” 


There isa 
They indicate 


, 4 wider and growing 


and spiritual 


before me, in 


splendid idealism, 


contain 


other life 
To de- 
s Private 


ing. Bothe can be clear enough abont hi ng on 
is description of this is so explicit that I give it in his 


is what happened. I have a perfect 

ewholeincident. I was waiting at the corner of at 

p on guard. It was a fine rae, I } 

ition of danger until I heard the whizz of 

"ed an explosion somewhere behind me. 

, but was too late. hing 

ost my neck. Shall I e 

sf Itis the only unpleasant 

das I did so, without passi 

of unconsciousness, I fcund 

e, I am telling my story simpl 
ind. You will learn to k 


M. 

id anything be better calcul 
par lives than that plain, : tforw 
ithing was that he felt no sho 
e tbat he had passed over. 
ire that he was what we call 
în a future life, and who had h 
extinction, it came as a surprise to find that be had 
the borderland. began to rea ir 
be change, and it became more and more evident t 
We consider are the things that matter, do not 
very much after sll. The note of ! 
m. Life, he proclaims, can only be 
As be says, “ It is dangerous to live t 


" dead To one who did 


a dread that de 


Slow] y be 


' He constantly urges these ideas. Thus, ' 
become my constant companion. I sum it 
7 fif you would be filled.” “Gain c 


of self.” 


control by emptying yourse 
in peace, learn to love deeply." 

of conveying his experiences in 
are clearly sppsrent. 


in &n interior sense. 


1nderstand- 
And many of them can 
Even 
Which we find it impossible to pat into words. 


stood 


bere we fel 


ste M with motes by W.T. P. (J. M Watkiss, 21. 
T s Gd, nei.) 
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How much more difficult must it be for one living in à high 
tate of existence to convey to those living in à lower state I 
experiences! Ho alludes to halls of silonco, reservoirs of illu 
mination, and also, in de ang hin visit to n lows 
mentions that, althoug! be travelling, ! 
that he was not mo ense, hisp 
pending on certain thongh ossos evoked by the w 
" Hell," he Ayn, a thought region Evil dwells there 
ind works out its purposes, The forces used to hold mankind | 
down in the darkn« f ignorance are gener hell! It is 
not a place; it is a condition, The human ra catod 
the condition It ! taker t f irs t uch ite pre- 
sent state 
r and by, we are told, this | i tod. It | 
is not eternal, and i ented by ' | 
I have only space left for a refe to t atter part of t 
the book, in which another spirit tant, wl led “ the 
Messenger, nvey me prophecies of the fatur They are i 
however, in keeping with all that the wisest f the race | 
have dreamed. Ultimately we believe many of the will te i 
fulfilled. But, somehow, this part read t 1 
tions of the recorder than a message f the Beyond One E 
does not wish to throw d t upon it t th : the 
difference in the messages, rather in the er of ther 
which suggests that if they are really r res they are at least 
coloured by the mind of the recordé But t 
is an inspiring one, and I can gratefully testify to t nterest ] 
and pleasure it has afforded one read« i 
A GENERATION AGO 
| 
(From “Licur” or 8xrrEMEER (, 1887 
Rr 1A Orts! T I I 
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the , 1 4 
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jt nee ^ 0 
e.t g i 
te 
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A It 
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un 
bar Í " " f 
aa si Í Í i 
tion Ma I sch ‘ee t ak - 
We t " i st f 
' 
Puosrsuozgscgwt Lion Sir Henr LP, DCI i 
LLD, F.R.&, &c, speaking st Ms P 4 
anot n nquiry t, Crookes had » : 
arkable t t d 
lecotn sing ecnetita w sw i y ^1 i 
prow ena has discovered aà E = - i 
mens, and bss shown that f * gta t 1 
by tain chemical oot nds E artis d 
an electric discharge im a high vacuum er t p sr and i 
characteristic lines. For the purpose of obtaining bis materia 
Crookes started from s substar ots be i 
bomogeneous, soch, for example, a tris, and 
saccades] by s long series . Lain- | 
ing products which yield different t spectra i 
although when tested by the ord st we may 
term high temperature spectrin th e 
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DESIGN FOR A 
SEANCE-ROOM. 


A PRACTICAL 
LABORATORY 


my q - Í ince- 
- : I t ation ir 
Lond I l t i nditions, electrical 
and s r to t btaining in the United Stat« 
the Sinait ert 
xt et square, prefe an interior room, on 
the s if í le, so as to be free 
fror The alls, jr to be covered 
with some good insulating materia A fa ) be fitted 
suppo n glass insulators, | not touching the sides of 


the room, so ms in the room will be 


cally insulated, as on an insulating stool ctrical plant 
to consist of a powerful static electrical machine, having plates 
three feet in diameter, the | tive or r conductors being 


insulated floor, which had 


16 to be worked, 


ter be froc m carpet This static ma 


aa required, by a small motor run from the electric light supply 


A powerful high frequency apparatus may also be supplied for 


alternative use 


The electrical conditions produced by the static machine 


would have a powerfully bracing effect, both on the sitters and 


the medium, and would tend to lessen the fatigue sometimes 


consequent on a sitting under ordinary conditions 


The room to be warmed by hot water pipes capable of regu- 
from dust and closed 


have suitable trays of 


lation by a valve, and to be kept fre 


(luring the time it is not in use, and to 


calcium chloride placed on shelves to keep the air absolute ly 
dry. During the progress of a séance the door to be locked and 
entilation accomplished by means of a amall exhaust fan near 
tl é ' draw ia rn ated ar | f ai tl ntake 
being close to the floor, on the opposit ide of the room, the 
incoming air | ng or tray jr through tubes containing 
ealeium chloride, ao as to enter the room absolutely dry 

Trays of calcium chloride to be in the room during the 


sitting to absorb any moisture given off by the breath of the 


sitters, The calcium chloride might be mingled with asbest« 


fibre, aa used by the Platinotype Company, so as to be easily 
handled, and easily dried in the trays over a gna ng in a 
dranght cupboard, or before an open firegrate, the whole of 
the trays could be baked dry in an ordinary oven 
The room would, of course, be provided with cabinet, 
harmonium, and other accessori In this way an absolutely 
dry electrical atmosphere could be tained which should be 
quite equal to, or even surpass, that obtained in the United 
tates or tl linaitie desert, and the pr if materialiaation 
be as easily accomplished here as in either of th localities 


name I think under these onditiona wo m t look for 
great advances Are there no wealthy porsona th the "ITI 
of spiritual truth at heart, who will come forward and | 1 
this room Mrs. T. R. Marshall has most ni aly Tered 
a very andaom lonation t ard a La at y 
there ar there wl w nd |. nerou l This 
design whieh L bring forward er lies the first attempt t 
provid onditiona identical with t e wl btain in more 
favoured lands, and I sincerely hope it will be taken in hand 

Heese Fown.—Mra. Fita Duffus f Penniwel Klatre« 
Herta, acknowledges with thanks the f win mtribut 
Kaye, El la 

"Tus New Ema—A vast wave from the f new 


thought, aa we call it, gathers in the horison, threatening t 


engulf wa in ite mysterious vortex Gradually we realise that 


we have to be prepared for something unk vn, whieh ia t 


make ourselves realy, not to expeet another, but t be i 


selves the new humanity The actual actors or 


in the great TI 


re f Life an iral voa 
already unrollin + " 


ALLL] 


iuperhumanity by isapsris PR 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


Sir Oliver Lodge and Dr. Mercier 


tained 8 KI 

Hill adds that 

ier kno tt 
Mercier had 
"roceedings" of the 

3 the twenty-five volume 


des Sciences Psych 


Psychical 
instance) t 


would have 


hical research and even more convir 
ychical phenomena than if he had m 
experiments (which might or migh£ not have been su ful 


We are all dependent on the mass of 


question of 
reality of ps 


evidence 
lated by our contemporaries and predecessors; and 
criticism can only be based on an impartial consideratior 
whole of the évidence, or as much of it as 
Dr. Mercier sins by too little reading 
ential.— Yours 
Hans Hamitroy 


a human 


) and remember 


too much. Documentary study is es 
\ GY 
Le Pavillon, Mauze (Deux Sevres), 
France 
Sin,—1f Dr. Mercier desires to have at any rat 
erroneous statement pointed out in his book, 
and Sir Oliver Lodge," I have pleasure in referring him t 
page 20. ‘There he states that “Supernatural agents ar 
to be postulated until natural agents have been found insu 
Up to the present no serious attempt has ! 


Spirits 


cient. oen I 


to search for natural agents for these performances.’ 
On the contrary, the London Dialectical Society, in apy 
a committee of thirty-six individuals of un 


to investigate these phenomena in l^ 


such a serious attempt. Their report, issued in f 


running to four hundred pages, details the efforts 
most cases without success, to search for the "nat 
sgents ' unt for the phenomena 

Di 's statement is therefore not in accordance 
the facts. I cannot for one moment sup; that had D 
Mercier been aware of this report he would have mad 
statement to which I refer; but if he did not know of t 
most important findings, rrived at after an investigation 


tending to many months, by what right does he pose as 
authority and make these swee 

The doctor's book lends it 
tort discourte 


and unprofitable expenditure of time 


ping statement 


f admirably to the tu 
us, but, as Sir Oliver 


remarks, it à disa 


I would, however, point 


that Dr. Mercier remarks in his preface that " the taste of 8 
Oliver Lodge in publishing the book ' Raymond ' must be pass 
over in silence It comes, shen, as rather a 
reader to find this crit of " tasto” pennin ici ay u 
this on page 85: " Really, when I read his naive and inr 
aceount of his own simplicity, I wonder if Lady Lod 
allowa him to go out in the stroot without a nurse t 
he does not bring home a gross of sentry ! 
pota, or left-hand gloves, or something equally | A 

Asa ion mtribution to the literatur n Sj 
I consider Dr. Mercvier’s book quite negligible | 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 

While, as we have said before, we invite intelligent 
qiticism of the facts and philosophy of Spiritualism, we 
donot in the least fear the objections of the unintelligent 
wumninstructed opponents. These defeat their own ends by 
their general inanity. ‘The Rev. Ellis G. Roberts is very 
far from being the only impartial observer who, from a 
study of some of the flatulent nonsense put forward as 
criticism of psychical research, has come to the conclusion 
that the Sadducees are in a very bad way. ‘This comes 
about, of course, because the world has moved on, and the 
Sadducees have not moved with it. Their arguments might 
five passed muster a generation ago, because they would 
nitthen have been beneath the intellectual level of those 
to whom they were addressed. Now they are carefully 
examined and sometimes cast aside as rubbish even by those 
who have no sympathy with our subject. This was seen in 
the instance of the “Times” review of the books of Dr. 
Mercier and Colonel Cook, referred to in our “Notes by 
the Way” of the 4th ult. The“ ' reviewer expressed 
is sympathy with “a conscientious objection to Spirit- 
talism,” but when he went on to speak of "amateur 
tritiism ” both Dr. Mercier and Colonel Cook must have felt 
iif they were being wounded in the house of their friends, 
Anattempt was made to retrieve the position by means of 
letters to the Editor of the “' 
replied justifying his remarks, 


Times’ 


Times,” to which the reviewer 


* 


Judging by the Mos of the correspondence, we should 
imagine that the “ Times” reviewer must have felt some of 
tho sensations of Mr. Ellis Roberts, for this is one of the 
“arguments " addressed to him, It was put forward by an 
indignant gentleman named G, Stuart Ogilvie :— 


really cannot follow your reviewer in his contention that 
"there is no science in which personal experience of the pheno- 
mena is not a qualification, and inexperience a disqualification 
for criticism.” Dr. Mercier was once an examiner in 
mental diseases at the University of London. Does your 
Teviewer suggest that Dr. Mercier was disqualified for that high 
ind honourable office because he had unhappily had no personal 
(xporience of the hallucinations of stark staring madness ? 


Fancy offering such reasoning as that to tho highly- 
tmined intelligence of a reviewer on the “Times”! The 
Toviewer, of course, points out the obvious fact that he 


did not mean—to take Mr. Ogilvie's sufficiently " casuistic " 
instance—that one must be insane in order to be a judge of 
insanity, but that one should have some experience in observing 
the phenomena of insanity. In the same way, to be a critic of 
psychical research one should have had under observation the 
intricate and puzzling phenomena that it presents, 
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It is pitiful when would-be critics of psychical research 


have to be instructed in the very rudiments of intelligent 


criticism! But it is not, we think, that they are as ignorant 
as they seem ; it is rather that they the mental 


underrate 
1 bad mistake, 


calibre of those they criticise 


* * * 


The false ideal of mediumship as an operation whereby 
mind uncultured and used by 


is rapidly passing away. 
We have learned that the more cultivated the intelligence 


a subservient is superior 


intelligences to carry out their work 
used not 


the more worthily it can be 


so much as an instru 
ment but as a conscious co operator w ith spirit workers. The 
greatest thinkers all the ages un 
doubtedly been the best recipients of inspiration from the 


unseen side, 


and writers of have 


Hence the extent of their influence on the 


world. Again, it isa mistake always to narrow down the 
idea of inspiration to one of personal spirit control, Let us 
take case of Oliver Goldsmith, 
wrote like an angel and talked like poor Poll." 
far the 


A shy, sensitive soul, 


z à « 
an instance in the who 


But he was 
by 
he did himself less 


from being “inspired idiot" depicted his 
shallow critics, 
than justice in uncongenial surroundings. But when not 
oppressed by his company he said some witty and brilliant 
things. His head 
normal man, who in the quiet of his study could be inspired 


The 


greatest instruments of the higher world are always those 


and face revealed the greatness of the 
to the expression of high and beautiful thought. 


who are great in themselves. The channel of inspiration 


necessarily bears a close relation to the volume and quality 
of the stream poured through it. 


* * * * 


Perhaps some reader can tell us the name of the author 


of the following charming sonnet. It is quite familiar to 


us, but at the moment we cannot trace the authorship 


As a fond mother, when the day is o'er, 
Leads by the hand her little child to bed, 
Half smiling, half reluctant to be led, 

And leaves his broken playthings on the floor, 
Still gazing at them through the open door, 
Not wholly reassured and comforted 

By promises of others in their stead, 

Which, tho’ more splendid, may not please him 
So Nature deals with us and takes away 

Our playthings one by one, and by the hand 
Leads us to rest so gently that we go 

Scarce knowing if we wish to go or stay, 
Being too full of sleep to understand 

How far the unknown transcends the best we know, 


mor 


es 


“Lieat on tHE Future,” reviewed in our “Notes” of 
August 25th, is the subject of a letter of warm appreciation 
from a Reading correspondent. The book commends itself to 
her by its simplicity and straightforwardness, ‘Tho details 
which it gives of family life " over there" will, she feels, appeal 
to many mothers’ hearts. " Many will be comforted to read 
of the little still-born babes lovingly cared for and taught by 
the angel ministrants, and stil thei own!” She finds much, 
too, in its pages which is of quite evidential yalue—‘‘as where 
a baby's name or the fact of its existence was not known till it 
was found in the old family Bible,” 
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FROM BONDAGE TO LIBERTY. 


IHE REDEMPTION OF CREATION 
By H. A, DALLAS 
What is inspiration ? The word means in-breathing; and 
it is used almost exclusively of that influx of Divine Wisdom 


which enlightens the mind concerning spiritual things. Actually, 


of course, the universe is only intelligible at all by virtue of 


the Divine inspiration which enables every man to participate, 


in varying degrees, in the Mind or Reason of God; all light 


and all knowledge comes from above; but the terms "inspired 


man " and “inspired writings" are used ordinarily in a more 


limited sense, in what is commonly called a “supernatural " 
sense. But how may this higher inspiration be recognised 
aturation, so to speak, with Divine Wisdom? To 


this supe 


acknowledge that certain writings or persons red is not 


e ins} 


equivalent to conscious recognition that they are so. It requires 
Paul said long ago, 
spiritual things can only be “ For 
gs of a man save the spirit of man 


inspiration to recognise inspiration ; as S 


Uv. 
“spiritually discerned.” 


what man knoweth the th 
that is in him ? even so the things of God knoweth no man, 
As int 
mous with spiritual discernment, so neither are correctness or 
An utterance may 


save the Spirit of God.” lectual assent is not synony- 


inspiration. 


infallibility the same thing 
be super-saturated with Divine Wisdom and yet may contain 
errors, and a man may be inspired and yet far from infallible. 
It has been the failure to recognise this distinction which has 
caused much confusion in the past concerning the Scriptures, 
and the same mistake lies at the root of the tendency many 
persons exhibit to follow some dominating personality blindly— 
ster. The tendency 


a dangerous tendency, likely to end in diss 


to rest upon infallibility may stultify inspiration. 


These thoughts have been suggested in connection with a 


u 


s to bear the most 


passage in one of St. Paul's lette üch seer 


unmistakable stamp of inspiration, I allude to Romans viii., 
St. Paul was not, and 


exh profound 


never 


particularly verse: 18 to 3 


claimed to be, infallible, bu 


tinctiv 


insight, and one 


inspired trutl 
time are not 


be revealed to 


creati 
of H 


hall be delivered 


) vanity, not 
I 


e that 


uption 


the bondage of corr 


For we kno 


liberty of the ildren of God. 


je creation groaneth and travaileth in pain t 


the wh 


with the next verse in 


until nuw.” If wec 


he speaks of « to say, " the re 
of the body, 
becomes clear. 


and long, the 


mear 


we, too, wait 


] seems to see that all Na 


ter of this u 
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us as imprisoned with us for a while and depending on us for 
their liberty, as fellow-heirs with us of the new heaven nd 


the new earth, where the same, ie, life forces which 


we have learned to love here shall find their happy extens n 
liberty. <A 
but 


glorious partial liberty is won when 


and 
tempo is 
With the 


passing beauty of 


creature dies, only partial, perhaps only 


“ They, apart from us, shall not be made perfect 
l at the 


hopes in our hearts we may look € 


summer, and the dropping petals of its roses without regre 


essential force which thy 


It is only the husk which passes, 
we have never seen it except under th 
veil of matter, but it does not die. It renews its strength in 


is ready for higher manifestations anj 


manifests eludes us; 


its Divine Source and 
more perfect embodiments in the day of the " revealing of th 


sons of God." 


ITS PROGRES 
SE 


ds 


PSYCHICAL 
AND P 


on Dr. CRAWFORD'S 


candid and thoughtful 
Crawford's book, " The Reality of Ps 


DISCOVEI 
PR( 


A NOTE EXPERIMENTS. 


Of the many reviews whic 


appeared of Dr. 
Phenomena," we 
one contributed to the " National Weekly " of the 11th ult. by 


should be inclined to award the palm to the 


two writers, who modestly veil their identity under the ini 
“P. W—R. H” We 
from personal knowledge 


are betraying no secrets when we state 


that they are talented young 


7 fore 


who are serving their country with the fighti 


int of philosophy and the 
for the 


that one is a stu 


chemist—a fact which may account 


lose analysis, whic 


sophical r 


article. 


of the 


september 15, 1917.) 


sinvisible to normal sight, and can be taken out of and used 
aside our bodies. 

Jr Crawford promises us another series of experiments, 
guine can therefore look forward to more definite information 
tothe rods and the matter which constitutes them, and even 
paps as to the intelligence which guides them and the 
pwer” which it utilises. 

But here we come to fields so fruitful that imagination is 
jampered by abundance rather than by lack of material. Not 
uly is it possible that we are now on the track of the connec- 
tim between mind and matter and of the action of the former 
opon the latter, but also, if it be possible for human beings to 
Jum to utilise consciously the powers which these experiments 
show to lie latent in their bodies, the whole course of Evolution 
my be changed. We may now be standing upon the threshold 

(fan age unthinkable, in which the problems of War, Politics, 
Industry, &c, may either vanish or else be accentuated a 
thousand-fold. 

Knowledge is only dangerous when it is ignorant, and thus 
ye find ourselves as usual confronted with the supreme need 
if the present day—the need for a philosophy which shall 
oa. to faith and give man a glimpse into the meaning 
sli 

Until such a philosophy is achieved we cannot hope to order 

“nt chaos, national and international; and the world 
owes a very real debt of gratitude to Dr. Crawford 


Goligher family, to whose united efforts this epoch- 
ng book is due. í 


WHAT CAME TO ME IN THE 
WILDERNESS. 


By M. Taytor. 


omeone had asked me to write about loneliness. I found 
lect extraordinarily difficult. I was at a loss what to say. 
"said my Muse to me, “look in thine heart and write 

is" and yet to look there, at times, can be such exquisite 
ture that it is like asking a surgeon to perform, without the 
anesthetics, a serious internal operation on his own 


one entering on the spiritual life there must be no shirk- 
0 glossing over, and above all no bitterness—and the 
| @gs in the cup of sorrow and of loneliness are at times 
weeding bitter: “Hast seen a staying heart, all crannies, 
my drop of blood turned to amethyst?” It is for such 
that I am going to try and find words which may perhaps 

| comfort. 


0 first a great calamity falls it does not immediately 
it that terrible feeling of loneliness which inevitably 
after. At such times there is usually a certain amount 
onal excitement which for a while prevents realisation ; 


T 
, from 


7 Many sides sympathy pours in, for people are 
riully and truly kind, and, if their emotional sympathy 
mused, there is hardly anything that they will not do for one 
t Tt is not natural, nor would it be right, that this 
‘things should last. Psychically speaking, the vibrations 
grief are bad; the soul instinctively shuns that which 

lits spiritual advancement. 
e goes on people weary of those who are sad, and 
D at first were so ready to listen to your tale of woe, 
ring, expansive though they may be, become absent, 
t led and bored if you speak of that grey grief which 
T ken up its abode in you, which lies down with you at 
ries with you in the morning, goes out and comes in 
= that gaunt misery round which your arms are en- 
ibas become a part of yourself, no one loves it, no one 
iis it but you; you and your grief have become an incubus. 
gas of it you hug it closer still; no longer do you try and 
twith others, and then it is that the ghastly black deso- 
[loneliness falls upon your broken heart; then it is 
yar courage fails you. What you have gone through is 
ng compared to this penal servitude of agony—there is 
fon in this torture, it is continuous, but it does not 
Do, the years spread out their seconds, minutes, 
d months before you—tears no longer fall to 
A stray word, a chance allusion, and a 
into the ever-gaping wound: God has 
is your Garden of Gethsemane, this your 
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Cross of Calvary! Stricken, smitten and afflicted you stand, 
your wretched brain reels, and there are times when alone you 
writhe in your agony. 


It is for you, poor sufferer, that I write 
to-day. 


It is for you that I will speak of the faith and know- 
ledge that is in me, and in deepest humility I ask that my 
words may ring so true that they will strike home, and that you 
may find balm for your bleeding heart and that your eyes will 
weep tears of joy when you realise that this hideous, grey, 
gaunt misery which has clung to you is a phantasm of your 
own creation. 

Come out into the Wilderness, for it is only in the Wilder- 
ness, in the silence of the desert, that the Divine Voice can be 
heard; only in the Wilderness that you can learn; go into the 
silence and open your spiritual ears and say, " Speak, Lord, for 
Thy servant heareth,” for in the Wilderness there is a prophet, 
“yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophet,” but alone 
must you go to learn that you are not alone. Alone, and in the 
Wilderness only, can the Immaculate Conception of your Virgin 
soul take place, there only can it conceive and bear the Christ 
of all the Ages who is waiting to be born in you and blossom 
forth in joy and peace and believing, in all that is good and 
great, wonderful and true. Then, in the strength of the Spirit 
that will waken in you, will you crush down the Satan of sin, 
suffering, death and sorrow under your heel. Yours will be the 
Kingdom of God, for it will be born within you, and in that 
kingdom there are Principalities and Powers undreamt of by 
those without the gates—in the Wilderness you will gain a 
kingdom that is eternal, a kingdom not builded with hands— 
but to gain this kingdom in the silence you must commune with 
the Divine that isin you. St. Paul went into the Wilderness 
before he was fitted for his great work, it was in the silence of 
the desert that he came by that knowledge of the Spirit 
which he taught and which even comparatively few of the ex- 
pounders of his epistles understand or grasp—there in the 
silence of the Wilderness Paul communed with his own spirit, 
with his God. 

Once get into touch with the Divine, and no one else's creed 
or opinion will be able to shake your knowledge; this world 
will never again mean the same to you, it will be far more 
wonderful, and for you a sense of the beautiful will awaken,and 
through it you will see the Divine. All that is ugly, foul, low 
and mean, though far more repellent to you, will be of less im- 
portance, for what is outside the Divine is not—God is, evil is 
not. 

When my heart aches, when my spirit is weary, 
when the world becomes too much with me, I shut it 
right out for a time, go "into the silence,” and 1 am for 
the time being as deep in the Wilderness as was ever St. Paul. 
Then I ask that the way should be made clear to me, that I 
may understand and that help should be sent to me, and when 
I again come back to this world I come with the assurance of 
help and often with the knowledge that I needed, In this way, 
too, I have been able greatly to help others. There is no end to 
the power and knowledge to be gained when you realise that 
there is another kingdom, that is not of this world—a Spirit 
World where love reigns supreme, where in place of that sorry, 
grey, gaunt companion that was eating into your very soul, 
there waits for you, in the radiance of joy and bliss, all the 
Love of which you have ever in your whole life dreamed, 
Nothing can separate you from those you lore. The Kingdom 
of Heaven is the realisation of the divinity of love, and it is 
only by going into the Wilderness that you will ever be able to 
understand this radiant truth. 


THE PLANCHETTE MESSAGE: SUGGESTED 
EXPLANATIONS, 


Viscountess Molesworth writes :— 

With reference to Miss Hyde's message by planchette 
(pp. 269 and 284), I cannot help thinking that it is a forecast. 
In my own case I have had messages of tbe same kind, and 
the actual " passing” did not occur for some weeks later. The 
only other explanation is mistaken identity, in which case the 
mistake is admitted. Or, would it be as Robert Lees says in 
“Through the Mists,” that the soul is shown and introduced 
to its future home before it leaves the body for all time ? 
Then, again, I should like to ask, and some more experienced 
readers may be able to answer, whether those on the other side 
always distinguish between the souls that wander in sleep and 
those that have actually left the body in death. 
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AN OPEN SECRET. 


With the great highway of Truth stretching before us 
there comes sometimes a strong temptation to turn aside in 
order to take a meadow path, ü winding lane or even a 
track through the woods. The open road as a method of 
reaching any spiritual destination is too obvious. We 
cannot quite believe in it, We may even fail to see 
it altogether, solely because it is so conspicuous a feature 
of the landscape Indeed, the open secrets are always 
the last to be discovered. We can find radium and 
the electron, because the quest of those is so laborious 
and complicated a business, but the discovery of the 
living spirit in man staring us openly in the face has 
yet to be achieved. Meanwhile we plunge into the thickets 
of metaphysics, the woodland tracks of speculation, all kinds 
of alluring lanes and byways,and there toil wearily towards 
n goal the way to which is so very simple to the wayfarer 
who has the true simplicity of Nature, that simplicity 
which is the highest wisdom, the simplicity which can 
believe. “So it inust be," as Matthew Arnold wrote in those 
melancholy lines of his on the " madly jangled” things of 
life, the tangled paths, the strained minds, the wits overfed 
with reading. And if so it be, we may at least try to 
apply the solution of simplicity to some of the smaller 
things, since to the greater they are not yet to be applied 
with any effect 

Let us take that little problem of the dearth of pheno 
menal evidences of the reality of human survival for which 
so many are craving. Forty or fifty years ago they were 
plentiful—materialisations, apports, levitations, things so 
amazing as to appear utterly incredible. And then they 
passed, and only here and there are they discoverable by the 
publie to day A dozen theories have been offered, but the 
explanation is quite simple. It is just à matter of the differ 
ence between Helief and Unl/elisf. If the cynical observer 
remarks at this point that the atmosphere of credulity is 
favourable to the growth of wonders we are quite at one 
with him, provided always that he will accept the other side 
of his argument—viz, that the atmosphere of scepticism 
is fatal to their growth, whereby it becomes apparent that 
his position is no more reasonable or nor mal than that of 
the believer whom he despises. It is quite a simple proposi 
tion, Everybody knows that a hot-house is favourable to 
the growth of flowers and weeds whereas an ice-house kill 
them both impartially And what of it? What does it 
prove? And what in the iperiority of the ice house over 
the hot-house? Lot us put it another way: If we want 


guest we provide the atmosphere of hospitality and friend 


hip, that 1s to say, we show that we believe i 

If we don't want them we offer what our Ar a 
playfully allude to as the ` cold hand and the hard ey 
Ihe sceptic (who sometimes describes himself, by a str 
perversion, as a ratior dist) does not want guests Irom t 
other world, does not believe in” them, and according 
does not get them ; but how or why this proves that the 
re 1 ch guests we are unable to fathon No, t 
isylum to which the rationalist consigns the Credulous Id 
another wing must be added It must be designed for t 
reception of the Sceptical Idiot 

Here, ther our Open Secret. We gain or lose 

ends all the time accordingly as we provide the conditi 
of Belief or Unbelief, The arrangement is mathematica 
exact We get what we believe in Perhaps at this point 


a critic objects that he knows of thousands who are seeking 


things their lives through, believing in them, but ney 
setting them. But is it so? We have never heard of 
wayfarer who, being told that the road he is on woul 
"take" him to York, sat down on a milestone and waited 
in the belief that the road would itself perform the jour 
That particular form of simplicity and belief is unknow 
in purely physical matters: it is only found in regions when 
the laws of progress are (quite mistakenly) supposed to be 
radically different. ‘They are not. That is an open secret 
and as a consequence tremendously battling and well-nigl 
unintelligible. 

A wise man, but not so wise that he did not become 
immensely rich, once said that no man who wanted wealth 
and went the right way to get it ever failed. Of cours 
there is a difference between wanting a thing and merely 
thinking that you want it. There are millions who think 
they want all sorts of things whether in the way of richa 
or reputation. But the real want is absent. That isa 
matter of belief. In earlier years we met certain youg 
men who set their hearts, and not merely their fancies, o 
becoming rich and famous in one way or another. We 
saw them mount to the desired heights, becoming grat 
artists, actors, novelists, cricketers, a peer, a millionair 
The mystery of the Open Secret was no mystery to them 
They were born with the power of vision—not, perhaps 
the highest vision, but none the less the faculty of seeing 
clearly. Seeing that belief was the first essential, they 
believed in themselves and in what they wanted. And they 
got it. 

Three years ago there were men (Prussians) who wanted 
war, wanted it earnestly, resolutely, strongly and wilfully 
They believed in it—and got it! There were millions of 
others who thought they wanted peace, but not being clea 
in their minds, and having no real belief in peace, they left 
the issue to chance. The result is before us. 

There will come a time when intelligent humanity wil 
really want to know the truth regarding a life after death 
And when it really wants it and believes in it as a possibility, 
that Great Secret will be as open a one to the world at large 
as to the few who, seeing it as something plain and palpable 
wonder at the blindness of the rest, the blindness whid 


comes of unbelief. 


Ir is better to be a crystal and be broken than remain 
perfect like a tile on the house-top.—A CHINESE APHORIAN 

DkATH NOT THE END.— Death should be to men a beautiful 
hope, and not a fear, It cannot be the end, The scientific 
logie that would say so is easily refuted by Philosophy, and 
philosaphy can easily go further, it can show that when we talk 
we talk nonsens 


of beginnings and ends of consciousne 


hrth and death are only finite terms, useful enough for the 


finite judgments required in everyday life; but used witl 


respect to consciousness they are meaningless," Scionet 
Matter and Immortality,” by R. C. Macris. 
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MR. ROBERT JAMES LEES. 


AN INTERVIEW 


By AnpnaHaAM WarLAcE, M.D. 


l have returned from a short holiday in North Devon, 
phere it has been my great privilege to have spent several 
fours with that wonderful psychic, Mr. Robert James Lees, 
xb was well known to the Spiritualists of London some 
ionty years ago. 
Metropolis, so that recent members of the London Spiritualist 
Alliance can only know him by a series of very remarkable 
hooks produced through his mediumship. “Through the Mists, 
Wing the Leaves from the Autobiography of a Soul in 
Paradise,” was published in 189%, “The Heretic” in 1901, and 
in 1905 followed “The Life Elysian,” being more communica- 
tions from a soul in Paradise. " The Car of Phoebus,” which 
ips mystical romance of early Babylonian and Egyptian times, 
appeared shortly after this, and in 1909 there was brought out 
i Reincarnation Study,” called “An Astral Bridegroom,” 
i Which the only feasible alternative to the Theosophical doc- 
itine of Reincarnation is set forth. 

Atpresent Mr. Lees is busy with another book, “ The Gate 
of Heiven,” produced by a very ancient control, which from 
tho extracts read to me promises to be even more fascinating 
thin any of his other productions, 

On his birthday anniversary I had a pleasant talk with 
ge of his noted controls, who took me into their confidence 
uid expressed the hope that he might shortly return to 
ondon for active psychic work, as they consider that the teach- 
ing Which they can impart through their instrument in these 
thys of trial and dire distress would be helpful to those suffer- 
ig the loss of dear ones, who have passed beyond the veil in 
this awful war. 

Although our friend is approaching his “ three score years 
miten” his appearance quite belies the passage of years, as 
fisdatk hair and slightly grey beard would indicate a much 
mur man; I feel, moreover, that there is in him great 
Gijcity for good psychic work for many a day. 

Like that great American seer, Andrew Jackson Davis, Mr. 
Tes has been almost entirely taught from spirit realms, as 
lisschool training consisted only of a few weeks at a dame's 
Xo, Owing to early domestic trials he became an errand 
Wy When only six or seven years of age, and he has had a 
varied and busy life since youth. A house, into which his 
mily removed when he was in his early 
find to be haunted, which gave him an opportunity for 
tle fitst display of his mediumistic powers. While sitting 
Wi his father and an elder brother for table pheno- 
mens, he became clairvoyant, and saw the form of a girl with 
ler throat cut, wandering about in her night-dress. At the 
Ait Of this apparition he fainted, and remained unconscious 
Øra considerable time. In spite of this, however, the next 
wenng he was quite disposed to sit again to watch for the 
ghost, A local medical man and a policeman were called in, 
Who joined the séance, and in their presence the form mate- 
Tilised sufficiently for all to see it. It beckoned to them to 
iow it, which they all did, save the terrified policeman, to 
He cellar below, where it slowly disappeared through the floor. 
The doctor marked the exact spot, and next day, on digging 
Wut four feet from the surface, the skeleton of a young female 
Wis (liscovered, corresponding in size to the girl whose form 
thy saw, and it was subsequently ascertained that a girl for- 
mery living in that house had unaccountably disappeared, 


Since then he has been rarely seen in the 


teens, was 


Thope that some day Mr. Lees’ life will be written, as there 


i many incidents which ought to be permanently recorded. 
In consequence of his remarkable gifts he has been called 
won to influence the lives of many distinguished people. 
He has been instrumental in bringing to light many mys- 
tries, notably one which some years ago horrified the whole 
«London; and by his supernormal po wers he has brought to 
[utice many notorious criminals in this and other countries. 

Ii is intensely interesting to hear how he was most sus- 
fidously treated as a lunatic when he tried to persuade our 
minal authorities regarding his detective abilitios as they 
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would not at first admit the utility or even the possibility of 
such supernormal gifts. I can fully sympathise with him, as I 
was so treated when once, and only once, I tried to help the 
police to bring to justice, by means of psychometry, the 


perpetrator of a murder. While capital punishment, | 


owever, 


is still retained tatute-book, help by higher clairvoy- 
ance cannot be given, for we are taught that a murder 
com l by an individual does not entitle psychics to help 
to produce a judicial one 

Mr, Lees’ spirit helpers have often been instrumental in 


curing diseases, and I have perused testimonials voluntarily 


yrded 


diseases, 


presented to him in which 
One of hi 


instantaneous cures are rec 


s controls is especially efficient in diagnosi 


and I have learned of several cases in which the diagnoses were 


subsequently confirmed, At present I am verifying the state- 


ments made regarding one or two remarkable cases, espe ially 


one in which epileptic symptoms developed, the fits recurring 


five or six times 


lich entirely disappeared after the first 
treatment, to the great astonishment of the medical atten- 


dants rfectly well, although he had 


The young man is now | 
been classed as incurable 

Many old friends and some not personally acquainted with 
the producer of " Through the Mists,” &c., will look forward 
with pleasant anticipation to Mr. Lees possibly again making 
London his home. 


THE LATE MRS. ALICE GRENFELL. 

In our issue of the 25th ult. we inserted a brief notice of the 
transition of Mrs. Alice Grenfell, furnished to us by her son, Pro- 
fessor B. P. Grenfell, F.B.A., 
connection with the discovery of Greek papyri in Egypt. 
Student, artist, author, and brilliant and original talker, Mrs 
Grenfell was a woman of many-sided gifts. In the early days 
of her married life at Clifton (her husband, Mr. John G. Gren- 
fell, F.G.S., F.R.M.S., was one of the masters of Clifton College), 
she took a prominent part in the women's suff 
helping to organise the Bristol Society for Ww 
of which she was secretary for many years. 
the staff of the Central Women's Suffrage Society, and also 
assisted in founding the society at Oxford, in which city she has 
resided since her husband's death. For the last twenty years 
she devoted herself to the study of Egyptology. Hitherto little 
attention had been paid by Egyptologists to scarabs, except 
those bearing royal or private names. Mrs. Grenfell undertook 
the study of the other kinds of scarabs, containing mytho- 
logical or amuletic inscriptions, and by dint of long research 
and the collection of a very large number of examples from 
originals, impressions, photographs and drawings, managed to 


whose name is so well known in 


ge movement, 
en's Suffrage, 


Later she joined 


throw much light on a very obscure subject by a series of 
articles which began with one in the “Proceedings of the 
Society for Biblical Archeology” in 1901, and included contri- 
butions to learned periodicals of the Continent, such as the 
“Recueil de Travaux" and the “Rendiconti della reale 
Accademia dei Lincei." 

Of her Egyptological books, some are left to the Cairo 


Museum, others to Queen's College, Clifton College, and the 


Edwards Library of the University of London, which will 
probably receive also her valuable collection of scarab drawings. 
Mrs. Grenfell was also the author of a novel called " Mellony” 
and several magazine stories, besides some clever and amusing 
essays concerning school life. Later in life she was much in- 
terested in psychical research, becoming, as a result of her 
investigations into the subject, increasingly assured of the fact 
of the survival of the spirit after bodily death and the possi- 
bility of communion between the two states of existence, 


Two principles should rule our intercourse: love and 
strength, Without love and without strength also, the soul 
is never safe in any society, whether that society be incarnate 
or discarnate,—“ Objections to Spiritualism Answered,” by 
H. A. Dartas, 

Having had occasion to quarrel with Dr. Charles Mercier's 
attitude on a subject outside his special province, it affords us 
the greater pleasure to give unqualified praise to a little book 
from his pen entitled “The Ideal Nurse” (Mental Culture 
Enterprise, 320, High Holborn, W.C.). It is a republication 


of an address he delivered some years ago to a staff of nurses 
of a special class, is., those devoted to nursing the insane, but 
the wise and practical counsel it contains, though specially 
adapted in parts to the nurse in mental cases, is nowhere out 
of place as addressed to nurses in general. 
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A VISION OF THE FUTURE. 


WIDE-SWEEPING PREDICTIONS. 

In Ligur for January 16th, 1892, appeared some extract 
from a pamphlet printed for private circulation by Dr, Elliott 
Coues, of Washington, D.C., the manuscript of which had been 
written about a year and a half before—viz., on August 27th, 


1890 by an author who preferred that his name should not be 


disclosed, Some of the predictions set forth in these extracts 
(which we give in slightly abbreviated form below), though they 
have not been fulfilled as quickly as the writer anticipated, show 
But whik 


he appears to have made some good shots, there are fentures in 


signs of coming to pass in the not far distant future. 


his forecast—as, for instance, the part he assigned to Russia in 


the development of events—which strike us as quite beside th« 


mark :— 


The seers and prophets of every school of thought have 
foretold extraordinary changes to be wrought in Church and 
State during the latter part of the nineteenth century. How- 
ever they have differed in their theories, however 


their faith in the future has varied in details of events to come, 


creeds and 


they have been unanimous in fixing the time of these wonderful 
occurrences between the years 1850 and 1925, All the pro- 
phetic dates fall within this period of time—the last half of the 
present century and the first quarter of the next. . . . All 
the great predictions enfolded in the mystic leaves of the Bible 
have two signs. First, the dissolution of the Turkish 
Empire, and second, the return of the Jews to Palestine. That 
both these great events must happen within a few years from 
the present time is apparent to every observer of current politi- 
cal affairs. The daily papers even mention them both as prob- 
able occurrences of the near future. The fall of the Sublime 
Porte when the crescent shall have waned—either through 
Russian intrigue or through the natural disintegration of the 
heterogeneous Turkish Empire—will be the signal for a war in 
Europe the greatest, and in its consequences the most terrific, 
of any struggle the world has ever seen. The whole map of 
that continent will be dissolved and rearranged. Its every 
Government now existing will be overthrown within the next 
ten years. It is both possible and probable that this war will 
begin with some treachery or aggression on the part of Russia 
within two years, and extend throughout Europe within five 
years, The outbreak of the general European war will 
be favoured and hastened by the Socialistic elements of the 
several nations involved. Organised warfare will become com- 
plicated by the conflict between labour and capital, and be 
attended throughout with the horrors of bloody riots among the 
strikers, not only in European countries, but in every civilised 
nation on the globe where the masses will be arrayed against 
the classes. Such conflicts between labour organisations and 
organised capital will increase in frequency and severity in 
North and South America and Australia from the present year 
to the years 1901-2, when the Governments of these countries 
will become socialistic and despotic. In the impending political 
intrigues and military operations France will conquer Germany, 
regain her lost provinces, extend her boundaries, and become 
again the foremost Power in Europe. Germany will lose her 
present military prestige and be torn with internal dissensions 
arising from her socialistic classes and from the fierce hostilities 
between the Catholic element in her southern and the Pro- 
testant clement in her northern provinces, During the progress 
of these wars both famine and pestilence will lend their terrors 
to the great drama, and financial crises will decide the fate of 
empires, Jewish bankers will increase in wealth and power all 
over Europe; and religious fanaticism will so pursue and per- 
secute the race that even the wealthiest Jews will seek Palestine 
for peace and security. France will find a military hero as soon 
as the occasion requires a leader in war, and members of the 
Royalist party will carry her on to supremacy. The first Napo- 
leon attempted to revive the titles, pomps and glories of the 
Roman Empire; but the last Napoleon will see the star 
of that invincible dynasty, in Syria and in Egypt, shining 
upon a coalition of the Gaul and the Jew. The 
prophecies in the Book of Daniel and of Revela- 
tion will be literally verified, in the combination 
of all the present Governments of what was once under the 
Roman sceptre into one vast Confederation, ruled by a despot 
who becomes such by universal suffrage, The first upheaval in 
Europe will set on foot the wildest and most fanatical experi 
ments in Socialistic and Communistie government, both political 
and industrial, and the ery of " Vox Populi, Vox Dei,” will 
become continuous and ultimately triumphant. A radical 
democracy will demand and accomplish fundamental changes 
in Church, State and society. The masses and not the classes 
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the fall of all t l that ld tai t 
privilege 

From this year 1890 till the end of the present dispen 
or consummation of the ages, I fori most astoun 
and constantly augmenting manifest: the inv 
spiritual powers, both good and evil, working out their res 
tive ends on the material plane among mortals, and urging 
the conflicts I have but dimly outlined I foresee te 
famines and commotions in Asia as well as in Europe, amor 


the Chinese and Japanese 


Thousand 
build the Nicaragua Canal and for other 


of Chinese, imported t 
, will become 
likely to gair 
hostile invasion 

During th 


ich leader wil 


purpose 
That nation is 
possession of the Sandwich Islands, 


of some parts of America is not improbable 


a disturbing element among u 


whence a 


latter part of this century a Stanley or other s 
acquire despoti Dark Continent 
reatly extend her 
onward gigant 
will move 


power in the Russia in her 


convulsions will 


dominions in Asia. From 


this year material undertakin of every kind 


on with inereasing rapidity. "The building of mil. 


roads 


and other evidences of reviving prosperity in Syris 


will turn thoughtful people again to thi 


those countries. § 


Palestine and Egypt 


tudy of Biblical pro] 


or later will be a union of the worst elements in the Greek, 
Roman, Mohammedan, and Protestant Churches for th 
purpose of rule and aggression ; and this combination will 


realise the '" Mystery of Babylon” of Revelation. 

The most pronounced and amazing feature of this age will 
be the increasing activity and influence of women in every 
walk of 


life and in all countries. Thus three of the most 
despised and apparently insignificant members of the body 
politic will rise to the heights of power, display the most 
vehement passions, and exhibit the most n ble heroism. These 
are the woman, the workman, and the Jew. 

During the next fifteen years the negro race, both in Africa 
and in America, will advance more rapidly than any other in 
the essentials of civilisation, though this progress will be marked 
with great loss of life. 

I believe in the divine mission of the literal house of Jacob 
and of the mystical spiritual house of Israel. The better 
class of the literal house of Jacob, having had a history um 
paralleled among the nations, and endured the sufferings that 
develop the higher feminine element in them—the diving 
Shekinah—to a supreme degree, will be peculiarly well qualified 
to teach the world anew the arts of peace and the organisation 
of industry on the just principles of co-operation. To thos 
that remain in Palestine after the terrible wars I foresee wil 
be entrusted the leadership in this noble and honourable office, 
But the more sublime privilege and duty of teaching the peoples 
true religion and morality will devolve on the mystic house of 
Israel—on the whole body of those who are filled with tle 
Christ-spirit, be they Jew or Gentile. 


(From "Liaur" or SEPTEMBER l77H, 1887.) 


The " Brisbane Telegraph” (July 8th) records the following 
The investigation, we believe, resulted in the discharge of the 
accused, against whom there was no direct evidence; “A con. 
stable has just arrived from the Condamine with a Mrs, Gran 
bower, wife of a settler in that district, for the purpose of 
identifying the prisoner Clayton, now under committal for tral 
for the murder of Hawkins, manager of Tieryboo Station, Mr 
Granbower, it is stated, has several times dreamt that she sav 
the murder being committed, and so vividly have the incidents 
of the dream been impressed on her mind that she decided t 
acquaint the authorities, She went out to the South Brisbane 
gaol this morning, and when she saw Clayton among fiftes 
other prisoners she at once recognised him as the man who 
the dream she had seen committing the murder. It is state 
that the woman never in her life saw Clayton before to-day 


We understand that the authorities are now investigating t 
matter." 


THE PETERS TESTIMONIAL FUND. 
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SPIRITUALISM AND THE 


PRESS. 


A Pnorosan vor A "DgrkNCE BURBAI 


Bv Vicror, 


Spiritualism is based on a mass of well-attested evidence 
yos volume is continuously increasing. It 
jatimony to be found in the Bible and varion 
wings. Among its witnesses are thousands of living 
wmen, many of whom have achieved distinction in 
ralks of life, says that it is merely e 
thereby demonstrates that he either knows 
(lat his understanding is impervious So far as 
qoncerns Spiritualism, he proves himself to be either an igno 
numus or a fool, whether he be a doctor of divinity or a stipen- 
diary magistrate, Bitter attacks on Spiritualism by people of 
this type are frequently made in newspapers and publications 
of the cheaper sort, in which answers by Spiritualists, exposing 
the ignorance or stupidity of the attackers, very seldom appear 

This is largely due to the fact that Spiritualists do not 
mderstand newspaper methods and how to take advantage of 
them, If they did, the “ dead set” against Spiritualism which 
has been going on for some time would provide them with an 
excellant opportunity for propaganda work of the most valu- 
Mekind; It was, if I remember aright, Lord Charles Beresford 
mo said that ten lines in a halfpenny newspaper are worth 
much more than a long speech in Parliament. For propaganda 
purposes ten lines in a newspaper are worth more than ten 
tlumns in any publication that circulates almost exclusively 
among Spiritualists. 

Most newspapers are conducted as commerciul enterprises 
[omake them pay, their editors try to fill their news columns 
With what they think the majority of their readers like to 
tad, The majority of them are anti-Spiritualists. For that 
Won it is assumed they like to read attacks on Spiritualism. 
Therefore room is made for them, especially such as treat Spirit- 
nalism as humbug, because that is believed to be the opinion 
held by most newspaper readers. 

Under such conditions it would appear to be well-nigh use- 
las to try to get replies to such attacks printed in the news- 
fapers that publish them. So, indeed, it would be but for a 
pmciple appertaining to the commercial policy governing 
newspapers. "The writer once heard an editor expound it thus: 
"Itim't.so much what a man says as it is who says it that 
takes with the public.” 

As applied to the matter under consideration, this means 
lata communication by a “ somebody " 
ilim would stand an excellent chance of being printed, even 
ins London halfpenny newspaper, whereas if written by some- 
tie classified by that newspaper as a "nobody," it would be 
wnsigned unceremoniously to the waste-paper basket. 

Thera are a number of Spiritualists who are very much 
"xmebodies" ; and a much larger number who measure up to 
the tomebody " standard as estimated by the smaller fry pro- 
vincial and suburban newspapers. 
Kind, whose influence in the bulk is considerable, communica- 
fins in defence of Spiritualism by these lesser “ 
Would, in thé majority of cases, probably be printed. 

TTotake advantage of this state of affairs to bring something 
Othe case for Spiritualism before a large public, the writer, as 
tie of the many " nobodies " who are Spiritualists, ventures to 
figgest that some such plan as outlined below be adopted. 

Let there be organised, under the supervision of some such 
Wdy as, say, the Spiritualist Alliance, a Spiritualist Defence 
Boreau, whose object shall be to get replies to attacks on Spirit- 
lism printed in newspapers and other publications in which 
theyappear. With this bureau should be affiliated a dozen or 
hore of the Spiritualist “ somebodies” who can be depended on 
W write prompt, effective and /egible replies to attacks on 
Spiritualism in whatsoever publications they appear. To obtain 
tpies of them, the bureau should give an order for them to 
tne of the various press-cuttings agencies. It would not cost 
uch, Such an agency would probably overlook attacks 
appearing in publications of comparatively limited circulation. 
They might be obtained by appealing to Spiritualists, through 


supported by 
other sacred 
men and 
various 


humbug 


ib or 


Anybody who 
nothing about 


to evidence, 


in defence of Spirit- 


In publications of this 


somebodies ” 


EUG HT: 


Liaw, t end them to the bureau In these days there are 
prett iro to be found among the readers of even the most 
obscure publications Spiritualists who, for the good of the 


cause, would respond to such an appeal 


The clippings as received should be turned over to those 


elected to answer them. The answers, for the most part 


hould be written in a terae, inc e and aggressive style 
day has gone by when a Spiritualist should deem him 
bligations to for defending Spiritualism against 
attack It 10 publi ly sneers and jibes at it 
hould b feel apolog 


Some of the assail- 
Their attacks 
of a different type 


of Lick 


I believe, hardly a newspaper in the United Kingdom which, 


most persistent, malignant and unfair 


ants of Spiritualism are found among the clergy. 
hould be answered by some of those clerics 


who occasionally scintillate in the columns There is, 


having published an attack on Spiritualism by a parson, would 


not open its columns to a rejoinde by another parson, however 


chary it might be of according a similar opportunity to a lay- 


man. Because, as newspapers gauge public tastes, a controversy 


between parsons on & ubject that concern 


religion in any 


form interests a large num f readers, For similar reasons 


an assault on Spiritualism by a judge or magistrate should be 
answered by a lawyer 
At present Spiritualism may be attacked in the press with 


impunity, and with the assurance of winning " applause from 


the galleries.” But if the plan suggested were adopted this 


impunity would cease, The attackers would be subjected to 


counter-attacks. And since such attacks are generally inspired 


by ignorance and prejudice the attackers in the majority of 
cases would be ignominiously routed. No man who has gone 


through the experience of being publicly made a fool of will 


lightly risk a repetition of it. ' would soon cease to 


" Spookery 
be a popular synonym for Spiritualism. That very large section 
of the publie whose knowledge of Spiritualism is restricted to 
the misrepresentations of it they read in newspapers would 
learn that there is something in it that may be worth looking 
into. And a number of editors wonld gradually discover that 


it pays to treat Spiritualism seriously. 


DEATH FORETOLD THROUGH AUTOMATIC 
WRITING. 

The lady who sends the following states that she was herself 
the recipient of the messages referred to. She adds that the 
names used throughout are pseudonyms :— 
of August 
I can 


I have seen Captain de Brath's letter to LIGHT 
25th, 1917, and venture to send notes of a similar case ; 
vouch for the truth of it. 

The following was received on October 23rd, 1916 ;— 

“Roger is badly wounded, you will have to be brave" 

(The automatist was about to add " he is dying 
but stopped because Mr. Rawdon, Colonel Burn-Murdock's 
friend, was present.) 

Note.—Colonel Roger Burn-Murdock was wounded about 
9.30 a.m. on October 26th, 1916 ; he died ten days later. 

Later message: " Roger's arms are all right.” 

Note.—Letter from Colonel Burn-Murdock's servant two 
weeks later states:— 

“The right wrist was only very slightly injured.” 

Later message (November 2nd, 1916): “I have seen Roger 
Burn ; 

Note.—The automatist had never met Colonel Burn- 
Murdock, nor did she kpow of his existence. She knew his 
friend Mr. Rawdon very slightly. The whole communication 
came through Mr. Rawdon’s deceased brother, who was also 
unknown to the automatist. 

Later message (November 13th, 1916): ~ I have estate pro- 
perty, and will leave it to Mrs. Ferg——." 

Note.—Letter dated December 3rd, 1916, states: " Mrs. 
Ferguson has all the estates, Colonel Burn-Murdock left a 
codicil which has not been published." 

Later message (November 22nd, 1916): " He wants me to 
say that I was able to see him in church. Tell him Yes” 
(written on the day of the memorial service), 

Note-—Mr. Rawdon, while at the memorial service, had 
asked his friend mentally, “ Can you see me in this church at 
your memorial service ?” 


or dead,” 


L, M, B, 


GB PGT 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


Mercier 


Mercier's article in the last “ Hibbe 


"Raymond," several friends 


Sir Oliver Lodge and Dr. 


Sig,—Since Dr 
Sir Oliver Lo 


Journal " on 
have written to me, hoping I should not be much depressed by 


Jg 


athetic lady trusts that 


it, and in one case a kind and v« 
I shall not be upset by the “ 
Oliver Lodge." She was also anxious 
should write a refuta Dr. Mercier's £ 
my object in writing this letter 

So many people say, a 
that it is a mistake to keep silenc 
one who is a sensible and capable expert 


“ poor Sit 


, that I 


attack upon 


some w 


tion o 


arent truth, 


with some 
when the attack 


1 


comes fi 


as regards other 
a man commands the respectful hearing 
ind his denun- 


subjects. Such of 
hundreds of people; say, as a medical expert, 
ciations of psychical studies will command equal attention. If 
d and his arguments refuted, it will naturally 
This is where the 
val expert is dealing 
l] conditions, and can, 


he is not answe 
be said that the latter are wnanswerable. 
confusion of thought comes in. A me 
with physical matter under purely physics 
without much difficulty, give evidenee of his capacity for success- 
ful diagnosis and successful treatment within these conditions. 
tthat the youngest (and possibly also 


We are apt to forge 
the earliest) of the sciences cannot be judged by material 


methods alone, thet we are touching here upon the higher- 
physical realms, and our investigations must of necessity be 
very tentative in this hitherto un« We know 

s} : ~ 
as we 


higher 


scovered region 


hysical conditions 
sht to be as unprejudiced 
jssary condi- 


as much and as little about 
know about the ether of space, and ot 
as willing 
ate methods, without question, as we 


in one case as in the otl 


tions and employ approp 
should bein carrying out a chemical or any other physical-science 


to give ne 


experiment. 
Dr. Mercier complains that Sir Oliver Lodge has not proved 
ence that satisfies Dr. 


his case since he has not given ev 
Mercier. How could he do so? They are working on different 
planes—the one on the purely physical, the other on the higher- 
physical plane, where a true scientist is as much bound to use 
appropriate methods and allow for mental atmospheres and 
mental phenomena as the chemist is to allow for physical 


atmospheres and physical conditions in his chemical resear 
But in the former case, the moment a man shows that he has 
arch knowing at any rate the A BC 


cal 
d as a poor, weak, easily deluded 


approached psycl 
of its laws, he is denoun 
mortal, and this simply because his critic does not know his 
ABC in these regions, and has never troubled to learn it. If 
a man, absolutely ignorant of all chemical or electrical laws, 
proposed to criticise the work and experience of two experts 
on these subjects, on the strength of being a noted botanist, 
we should say the poor man was mentally afilicted—but when 
it comes to the finest, most subtle and most difficult of all 
ry man who poses as a critic without special 
is mentally afflicted, since he considers that experi- 
esearch—so necessary in all other departments of 


ev 


sciences 
knowled 


g 
ence and n 
Science—are quite negligible in the most complex problems that 
I do not think any re- 


have as yet come within our experience. 
searcher of some years' experience in these subjects will deny my 
premisses. And now for the practical outcome of these remarks. 

Is it really worth while, or in any way advisable, to answer 
and discuss these questions with any man or woman, however 
distinguished in other fields, who writes criticisms which are 


obviously valueless, since they show the most profound and 
elementary ignorance of this subject? It seems to me not 
hievous, because it gives a 


only waste of time, but really miscl 
fictitions value to the criticisms—if such gas-bags can be thus 
It has been truly said that a child can ask ques- 


described. 
So can an idiot. In 


tions which a wise man cannot answer, 
both cases imperfect knowledge generally suggests such ques- 
tions, When the child knows more he will ask less. You are 
apt to have the same experience in talking to absolutely igno- 
rant people as regards psychical matters. They do not know 
enough to be taught! When they have learnt their A B C, it 
will be time enough to begin answering their remarks. Emer- 
son so truly says that everything that belongs to our spiritual 
development is bound to come to us some day. "We cannot 
take less and we cannot take more than belongs to ws at any 
special time, Judged by these wise words, one can only feel 
that Dr. Mercier has a good deal of “ spade work " to do before 
he can come into his spiritual estate, But nobody can do that 
work for him, When itis accomplished, I hope he and Sir Oliver 
Lodge may meet on the latter's more advanced platform and 
find many points of contact. 

A very clever and intellectual woman I know, told me some 
years ago that one of her sons proposed to discuss psychical 
matters with her, hoping, no doubt, to show her the error of 
her ways. She asked him very good-naturedly whether he had 


Joptember 15, 1917 


T uch and su bool ent n t ta 
wor n the ib et fe that 
not read one of them 1, my dear fell he 
“I ld t po 1 at st lisa intagée. | 
know a great deal al ject | year f € 
mental study and have read all the m ted | ï 
admit that you know nothing—you have read none of t 
books—you have never investigated experimentally. Itw 
be most unfair to you to hold such a discussion at prés 
Read few of the best books—visit one or two of then 
tru rthy exponents of the ience, and then come and & 
me, and we will discuss as much as u like A e moti 
That is surely ily sensible re to make to h critics u 
Dr. Mercier Unfortunate 5 no one seems to have hy 


ward with | 


We must look 
for October, 19 
E. KATHARINE 


the courage to say so! 


the “ Hibbert Journal Yours, Åc. 


Bares 


CTS OF COLOUR. 


THE CURATIVE EFFE 


As an outcome of an offer he made a little time ago tot 
eriment, M 


War Office to decorate a hospital ward as an « 
H. Kemp Prosser, the colour specialist, is now 
preparing a colour ward for shell-shock and nerve patient 
Welbeck-street, W 


representative, Mr 


Miss McCaul’s hospital for officers in 


s ideas to an " Evening News " 


Explaining 
Prosser said : 

Shell-shock is a disease of the tissues of the brain, and! 
hold that the right vibrations of colour will help to buik 
up. I do away with the sense of the confinement of fom 
walls, which so affects the nerves, by introducing the colou 
vibrations of outdoors. I open the up to the sky hy 
decorating it in the colour of the firmament— blue. The 
are thrown open by being the colour of sunlight—lemon yellow. 
I use the green of buds just bursting, for it is that life th 


nerve patient needs, and I have violet rays, which have already 
been proved so useful to nerves. . . 

Brown furniture is sometimes used in hospitals ; 
colour of decay. Nerve patients do not want to be surrounded 
by autumn, they must be in the spring. 

Some of them will be conscious of colour, some unen 
scious, and others subconscious ; but all are affected by it, In 
small-pox, rays of red light on a patient prevent him irom bag 


that is th 


marked, showing one effect of colour. 
I shall only have one pieture—of spring, in a lemon-yellor 
frame—which will be part of the room. The effect will te 


harmony. 
The curtains will be on brackets, so that a patient wl 


needs a violet light will have that coloured curtain drawn ou 
towards him, and one who needs sunlight a yellow curtain 
Presently they will probably be able to stand stronger vibe 
tions, such as orange. 

We are further told that if his experiment is successful, Mt 
Prosser intends to prepare a pamphlet explaining it, and ser 
it to all the hospitals. He hopes the Government will take t 
matter up. 

The above ideas will not be quite unfamiliar to members d 
the London Spiritualist Alliance, since only a few years ag 
Salon a lectun 


Mr. Percy R. Street gave at the Suffolk-stre 

on " Colour Therapy and its Practical Application " (reporta 
in Lieut of February 28th and March 7th, 1914), in the o 
of which he narrated some cures which he had effected by th 


adoption of methods practically identical with those describal 
by Mr. Mr, Street is at present serving with th 


colours abroad—we mean, of courso, in a military sense, nof 


Prosser. 


therapeutic one ! 


Questions FOR Mr. WELLS,—' Nemo," like Miss Dartle? 
" David Copperfield," asks for information. He is puzzled! 
Mr. H. G. Wells’ statement regarding the dead (quoted in om 
Notes on page 265): “They have finished. . . . There they st 
for ever rounded off and bright.” Mr. Wells ought, he thinks 
as a man of science, to tell us where they sit, who rounded the 
off, and what is the nature of their brightness. “ And certain 
difficulties arise from the very form of Mr. Wells’ revelatior 
Why and on what do they sit? - If all “rounded off,’ how can 
they possibly sit? When rounded off, what became of th 
chips? If they are all bright, then, from the seated multitude 
there must be a painful glare, and we ought to be told if bloe 
spectacles are worn. Innumerable other difficulties occur whet 
we consider the meaning of this new revelation—difficulties s 
great that the Philistine might say truth lies at the bottom d 


a Wells,” 


S 


ight: 


of 
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STEE 
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and one toevery Associate. Members are adr j 
dsy afternoon seances for illustrations of clairvoyance, £ 

bers and Associates are admitted free to the Friday afternoon mee 
ings for “Talks with a Spirit Control," and to the meetings of tl 
Psychic Class on Thursday, all of which are held at the rooms occupi 
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ed 
sithe above address. | 
ms are occupied at the above address, where Members and 

Associates can meet and attend seances for the study of psychic phe- 
exe classes for psychical self-culture, free and othe 1ce 
Gf which is given from time to time in LIGHT, and w} 

read the special journals and use the ry of works or 
Occult Science. The reading-room is open daily to Membe 
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devoted to all phases of Spiritual and Psychical Research, Science, and 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


We resume this week the series of papers in which 
“Rachel” describes some of the remarkable communica- 
tions received through a planchette and purporting to come 

| from her little son who passed on in early boyhood. We say 
“purporting to come” in the cautious spirit of psychical 
march, although from a perusal of the original manu- 
«npt as prepared for publication in book form, we judge 
the evidence of identity to be convincing to the last degree. 
Ih one of her earlier articles, as will be remembered 
"achel” referred to the inquisition held upon the mes- 
siges while they were being received, one of the investi- 
[ptos being a priest whose evident conviction that the 
wütings were from a diabolical source elicited a shocked 
inquiry from Sunny (the communicator) as to whether 
Father —— did not believe in God—a very natural ques- 
tion, The articles previously published were welcomed 
with general favour, as shown by many letters received by 
"Yachel” and ourselves from readers, some of them per- 
sons of high critical judgment. Here and there, however, 
ww a discordant note. The homely, intimate nature of 
the communication was not appreciated in these quarters, 
aid a rock of offence was found in the prosaic descriptions 
given by the child of his life on the other side. 


In reading accounts of the other world conveyed in the 
terms of this one it is very necessary to weigh and dis- 
miminate carefully. We have to remember that in the 
lat analysis, nothing is exactly what it seems. It is not 
v much that the phenomena of Time, Space and Environ- 
ment are changed by death as that the human consciousness 
i differently polarised towards them. The change is 
mdical enough, but it is only gradually perceived. In the 
mier stages the perception of the spirit habituated to 
physical experiences continues to interpret them in much 
the same way; only with the growth of experience is the 
Mage of what we know as "independent spirit life” 

| wtually reached ; the true nature of //a/ life, as we have 
ben frequently assured, is almost utterly incommunicable 
tothe physical brain, Nature isa very kind mother to 
her children and her dealings with them are seen to be 
infinitely benevolent—when understood. In these matters 
we have one sovereign guide— Reason. And the more we 


muon upon our life here and the life hereafter, the more 
evident become those principles in the light of which things 
that at first appeared perplexing and contradictory are 
meolved into order and sanity. 
Andrew Jackson Davis, Life needs not so much report as 


interpretation, 


To adapt a saying of 


[s Newspaper.) Prick TworENCE 


The suggestion made ist week by Viscountes 
Molesworth that the message published by Captain de 
Brath reporting the death of a soldier (falsely med) 
might be in the nature of a prophetic message isa timely 
one. It is illustrated by other examples published ir 
Licut during the last few we It brings I more 


that old problem of the nature of Time whicl 0 
mately related to the questio f life after deat It see 
clear enough that the succession of events in Time may and 
does present itself in startling aspects to the interior 
consciousness even of the spirit incarnate. Psychic 
literature is full of examples of this, and we could our 
selves a tale unfold of personal experiences in ti same 
direction. We know something of the phenomena of light 
in the physical order, how that an observer if pl iced at the 
distance of the nearest fixed star and surveying the earth 


with a sufficiently powerful telescope would behold it not 


as it now is but as it was ages ago, Our account af 
the earth 


spectator, would seem to be in the nature of a prophecy 


as it is to-day, if given to this imaginary 
a piece of colossal " fortune-telling” or an utterly in 
credible romance, ‘There is a hint here but we are not 
minded to elaborate it, beyond referring to that stately line 
of Blanco White 


If Light can hide so much, wherefore not Life 


* LJ . * 


There are still some enthusiasts whose ideas centre 
round the possibility of man defying death by discovering 
the secret of "physical immortality.” We say ` still” 
because the subject belongs much more to the past than to 
It ranks with the quest after the secret of 
Modern scientific 


the present, 
transmuting the baser metals into gold. 
discoveries, however, revive the idea in some minds, We 
nre willing to admit that amongst the marvels of future 
nges may be some discovery that will enable man to extend 
his mortal life indefinitely ; but we do not for a single 
moment imagine that he will take the utmost advantage of 
it. There will always come a time when the whole urge of 
the consciousness will be to take the upward step, for life 
without death would be life without growth. To-day we die 
because (amongst other reasons) we have to make room for 
others. The younger generation knocks at the door, and 
it must not be crowded out by any old persons who lag 
superfluous on the stage. Of course, it would be a great 
thing, when fully ripe and ready for another stage, to pass 
voluntarily into the hereafter and not willy-nilly as at 
That 


possesses any interest for. us. 


present, is the only aspect of the matter that 
We fancy those people who 
are so enamoured of “ physical immortality " do not realise 
that immortality is a state of the spirit and has no reference 
to duration in the fine sense of the word, 


Prescpice is a giant against whom Truth and Humanity 
need to be defended with great spirit, and in some desperate 
cases with a tiger-like ferocity: A dur dne dur aiguillon (For the 
stubborn ass a sharp spur): but there must be some judgment 
too; and take my word for it, there always has been some judg- 
ment used wherever so hard a battle is won—CHagies READE, 
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“RACHEL COMFORTED.” of activities resembling tliose of our daily existence here, mint 


que CONVERSATIONS OF A MOTHER WITH THE CHILD SHE, 


ONE TIME, THOUGHT SHE HAD Lost 


By " RACHEL, ac 5 
* H« € 
) 4 shed "ther 8 e 
Ths article is in continuation of a series whicl t che PA Ee fret 
iron May 20th, 1916, and of which the last a s of Christmas parties, of theatricals in 
mary lOth of this year. The communications v iderella tl a f his 
years ago through a planchette. The sitt bean of ica 2 da VAT 


5 and a valued maid, so good and cons 1 
8 doubt could exist concerning her reliability as a sitt 
wonwersations continued, becoming more p 
Gal daily, for four happy years. This Rachel, so com- 
thereby, so convinced that her child has never died (but 
@life as natural and understandable as on thi 
a fullness of her own love and gratitude, would, 
les comfort the sorrowing Rachels 


[o Nellie and me, the astounding 
munieations was, at first, the sort of life he pictured. At 
we were prepared only for harps, crowns, f 
golden streets and gates of pearl. 
o some of you Rachels desire to 3 
‘amidst such surroundings ê I fear, then, yo: 
of the kind in the artless and joyous des 
little son, aged twelve, with which I now deal. 
Whave often smiled at the recent outcry in some quarters 
Mere idea of “cigars,” for instance, on the 
Tecan picture the gasps and outpou 
ain persons read my Sunny’s complete conversations! I 
bled to tell you that years i 
with descriptions of a life exceedingly like this one, 
gh apparently happier and better in many ways. I am so it.” 
i to see (fifteen years now later) that the same kind of 
descriptions of the life “there” are coming through in highly 
reliable quarters. out its shoulders. 
A favourite expression of Sunny's, in his communications, but, if one has be 
“Mother, Ate shall I explain? I've xot gone away into 
le sky or anywhere. There is Here, mother. It’s all the 


still 


Ips and mis- 


ngs of wratl 


zo my boy v 


apparently 


one has been 


garden where " 


in reply to my ever recurring inquiry, “Do you have 
there?” 

Mr. W. T. Stead intended publishing '' Rachel Comforted,” TRANSITION OF DR. JOHN HUNTER. 
amd his preface to it will appear when the book appears. “If ——— 
boy had been at Winchester or Rugby," wrote my dear A great and good 


d towards the close of his preface, " he could not be more hence of t 
of-fact in the details which he gives about his life in the Ide wł 
Land. That was one of Sunny's names for his side of was a bl f wl 

and an appropriate one. Happiness seems its chief feature and the end came or 


pered. Hampstead. 


MT am so convinced that it is all as Sunny described that I was ordained minister of Congregational ( 
=lat moments appalled at the terrible bigotry and ignorance in succession to the Rev. Jas. Parsons, in 


mi which we have been instructed concerning this dear, elected t 
lappy, natural life that is being led by those we love. Yet Society of the Minist 
it beliefs die hard. And you often cannot convince Mr., became minister of Wycliffe Chur 
"and Miss John Bull that, should they quit their physical ^ over the pastorate of Tr 
‘to-morrow, they would be very uncomfortable and un- the c d Dr. Wil 
ppyifthey had to sing hymns all day and all night for ever the author of many 
d ever. preacher at King's Weig 


of Glasgow in 159 


w, in succession to 
¢ 1 Pulsford, 
Dr. Hunter was the 
1901 and 


,in 1904, 


“for mercy's sake," as Sunny would say in his quaint returned to the pastor 
y, let us use a little common-sense over this great and and remained in that position until 19 
fal subject. I take it that, as it is quite evident that many owing to ill-health. Subsequently he was able to undertake 
i who have passed over do not even know they are literary work and to preach to large congregations. Dr. Hunter's 


X when he resigned 


there can be very little change indeed, otherwise how sermons and addresses were marked by the loftiest thought 
ld they fail to know? Indeed, I often ask myself may I conveyed in language of sing beauty and impressiveness 
died yesterday, and yet know nothing of it ? What, The members and friends of the London Spiritualist Alliance 
thanks to centuries of hard and fast ignorance and had the privilege of hearing him on two occasions in the Salon 
enc do we know yet of the other side of the change of the Royal Society of British Artists—the first being on 


path ? T consider we need to be ready to throw aside April 26th, 1906, when he spoke on “ Modern Inspir: 


haps every idea we once had of life beyond the and the second on February 25th, 
“ Miracles, Ancient and Modern.’ 
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THE UNKNOWN POWERS OF THE MIND. 


Some IMPARTIAL OlnsSERVATION 


N. Bo Thin is rote sarkaatic Anrenus Warb 


Krom time to time we see recorded in the daily now: 


papel 


more particularly to 


curious example of the Supernormal; we refer 


instances of what is known as 


miraeulous healing, A patient has a dream or a vision in 


whit h à munt or an angel hppears and makes home com 
munication, after which the sufferer wakes up healed, 
Nome of these cases appear to be well authenticated, The 
testimony. comes not only from the patients. themselve 


(who should be able to speak with some little authority) 
but also from witnesse 

ease l'rofes 
whereas the pationta wore afllicted. with illne 


boon suddenly eured, or having been blind, deaf or dumb, 


of intelligence and probity, in some 
that 
thoy have 


persons. of ional Standing It. shows 


they ave now able to see, hear or poal QU may 
lw 

vom the standpoint of an Impartial Observer, the 
mattor presente pointa of considerable difficulty, In the 


Iwt place, wo have to consider the utter impossibility of 
there being either Heavenly Visitants or Angels, We have 
high scientific authority for regarding those being shoer 


Holic ol 


Many loarned works have boon written on this 


Iliuaions, Savage Suporstition, mere l'abulous 


Creatures 
que tion, nnd we cannot di regard the il conclusion , backed 


na thoy ave by a vast amount of erudition, showing that 


Spivite have no mor substantial origin than the fancios of 
the 


d would doubt 


modern time by 


view 


Man, perpetuated into 
Mr, KE 


Primeval 
eunning of Prlesteraft 
low add his testimony to thi 
admit (for the ument) that 
certain beings of another order than the physical one, then 


Even supposing wo 


sako of ary there are wotually 


we are faced by another difleulty — vi the impossibility 


of these beings communicating with us, ‘Those who main 


this view oan not only point to high l'heological 


Opinion, but also to the Law 


tain 


the impossibility has been 


laid down by Act of Parliament 

Tho Impartial Observer may at this stage transfer hi 
attention from the Vision or Communication, alleged by 
tho alok parsona to have been received by them (in defiance 


of Ttevealod Religion, Eminent Nelentifk Opinion ind. tho 


Ntabutes in that orse made and provided) to the alleged 
euren Of alleged dien Vhe problom then boeomes even 
knottior It is not easy to adopt the theory that the sick 
person alone were deluded, owing to the fact that, a 


EDO en 


optomber 29, 1917 


dreidy mentioned, certain of the cures have been certifie 


by competent witnesses, including medical men who wo 


naturally feel no predi position in favour of Quack 
romedic How 
rollection, we are in a 
belief that due to the Unknows 
the Mind Perfect. Abyss of 
Doci ption, und not to be fathomed even by 


the A uthoritie 


, then, were the cures wrought? After long 


wid mature position olemnly to 
they 


Vou 


wert 


the 


iflirm our 


Powers of mind is n 
My 
itsolf 


ind we 


tery and 


Even Eiminent before referred t 


iy it with profound respeet—do not know all 


The 
that 


conclusion, then (it is 
the thes 


ibout it even yet, quite pro 


Super 


visional, of course), i patients in 


normal case they were diseased, afterwards lou 


they 


(which was obviously a Delusion, besides being Illegal) an 


aw and conversed with Heavenly Visitants or Angel 


finally thought they were cured. Similarly the witnesses 


ul they iw sick people miraculou ly re tored to health 
If it is objected that, 


is the 


on this view of the case, Thought 
which deceived about things w 
thi We may 
instance the extraordinary facility with which people wh 
the Delusions 


who. approach th 


mont by men are 


can only reply that appear to be the case 


do no! think are able to point out Great 


which seize upon distinguished men 
subject of the Supernormal in a thoughtful way, for itis 
especially in regard to this subject of the Supernormal 
that the Unknown Powers of the Mind come into play, 
The more we reflect upon this theory the more we aly 
that it 
which evade explanations of the ordinary kind. We 


It is one of those things 


convinced presents a solution of all Supernormal 


fnot 
claim no merit for the discovery. 
rather disposed 
Shake 


which might occur to anybody, and we are 


to wonder why it has not been advanced before. 


spoaro in n. way anticipated us, but that was only in regani 
to the quality of a thing and not to the thing itself 


ii , 
l'hero's 


nothing either good or bad but thinking make 


it 80 

As an Impartial Observer we are called upon to noti 
the occurrence of Extraordinary Phenomena of many kinds 
confidently certified by intelligent persons who have soeh 
them, and as confidently denied by other intelligent per 


sons who have not seen them, If we are asked why it is 


that thinking men ean see and describe things which ar 
Impossible, and that other thinking mon can deny them 
without being able to say how and why they are Impossible 
we can only reply with the formula which we expect hem 
after to see more widely employed : bomnse of the Unknown 


of the Mind 


Power 


GN Gn FOR’ 


SAVOY 


THE INVISIBLE 
THEATRE, 


LODGE 
THE 


OLIVER 
AT 


SIR 


Sir Oliver Lodge sends us a lottor commending tho abow 


mentioned play, of which we gave an account in Lian of thi 


lat inst, (p, 275). Referring to the theme of tho play, which 


i& the unmasking of a* villain by psychical intluonces, Sir 


Oliver writes 


Tho treatment ia aympathetio and at tho samo timo rational 
& supernormal eonelusion is too strenuously 
upon: a loophole is loft, though a small ono, for coincidonoo 

Some incidents aro not elaborated auflioiently to be oons 
wore worked up thoroughly tho result 


not insisted 


vinoing, but if thoy 
might be tedious, and anyhow tho play is interosting and i 


indubitably well-acted 


Mr. H. B 


svenos at a recent performance, we learned that the new pie 


the highest 


From a conversation with Irving, behind the 
favour, crowded and onthusiasti 


Wo 


by tho famous actor des 


in moeting with 


unliences— bein present at every performance hope 


before long to publiah some remarks 


ing with certain points in the play which form tho subject of 


popular dlisoussion 
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SPIRITUALISM AND ITS CRITICS: A 
CONTINUATION. 


pns Rey, Ennis G. Ronunrs, M.A. 


(OxoN.), 
VICARAGE, SALOP, 


ALBERBURY 


The kindly welcome given to my article by men whose 
fool opinion I valuo very highly indeed has induced me to 
wntnue my treatment of its subject. It is truly gratifying 
thitat a time when highly imaginative romancists, glowing 
th onthusiasm, and well vérsed in the arts of rhetoric, are 
"ipouring unasked confessions of their faith, revising religions 
"ning what shall be the counsels of the nations and, in a 
‘Worl, spring-cleaning the Universe, so much attention may be 
mined by a prosy logician and unassuming retailer of moral 
trims, For to no higher position can I lay claim. 1 have no 
“sta ing message for mankind; my moral code is defined in the 
(huirch Catechism; I am no ecstatic myself, and know little 
tocstasy in others; poetry has no great charm for me: of the 
u y thousands of hexameters, as to my acquaintance with 
Which T have been obliged to “satisfy the examiners,” it is the 
following that have left the most permanent impression on my 
ind, I quote them, not so much for the beauty of their 
fom as for the value of the lessons they enforce : 


Distribuas medium nec quartus terminus adsit : 
Utraque noc priomissa negans nec par ticularis, 


Imay be told that they are lacking in literary finish ; 
por sibly they are. Iam also constantly being informed that 
My old-fashioned text-books, with their crude denunciations of 
"vilsspenking, lying and slandering,” and the like, are equally 
Tpulsivo to the fastidious taste of the age. Yet modern con- 
Wovorsialists would confer a benefit upon humanity did they 
My tome respect to my authorities, antiquated though they 
be, If they conformed with the bare letter of the former 
Weliould have a clearer atmosphere of thought. If they were 
Himated by the spirit of the latter we should have a cleaner 
And to cloar and cleanse the atmosphere of thought is 
How tho very first thing needful to the welfare of mankind, 
Min’s spirit is stirred to its very depths; it is full time that 
tolloot should be braced up to the proper performance of 
k. 
) pon the shoulders of the controversialist in these freedom- 
ig days lies a responsibility that is heavy indeed, The most 
populous and most progressive nations of the Western world 
hive ronounced allegiance to Kings and committed their desti- 
‘to masters of debate. And the result, so far, is not re- 
Ls We soo these enlightened nations at the present 
momont barely holding their own in a struggle for existence 
inst an enomy much weaker in the material of warfare, but 
inmeasurably stronger in concentration of counsel and purpose. 
Wo would not, indeed, willingly exchange the rule of the 
bator for that of the dragoon., But we must soe to it that 
MMobater recognises to the full the responsibility of the office 
Te assumes; ib must be high treason if by carelessness in 
' rohing for fact, or dishonesty "in presenting argument, he 
those who trust him into ruin ; no deadlier erime ean bo 
id 6 the charge of rational man in these perilous, changeful 
days than that “he deceiveth the people.” 
his charge is now being brought with ignoble levity 
inst some of tho ablest and most devoted men and women 
d the world, In many casos the 
brought without thinking: in fow 
T üoneos have boon thought out; in all, explicitly or im- 
lidiy, the indietment is the same. Spiritualists are charged 
ith deceiving the people, and that in a province whore it is 
po atively desirable that the people should not be deceived. 
mighty lord of impassioned eloquence; Hyslop, master 
000 Bmanionato thought, have, each in his turn, depicted 
issues involyod in the question whether man’s conscious life 
ds vith his mortal span, And, surely, never did that quos- 
1 some home to the thinker so urgently as it doos at tho 
e Man must now reconstruct, it may be from the 
pundation, the shattered dwelling-placo of his race, — Is it 
built as a citadel within whose narrow limits he must, 
by terrors, begin, continue, and end his days, or as 


FUTT 


accusation has 
would it 


been 
soom that its 
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one of a series of many mansions through which he may pass, on 
a progress to which no limit is assigned ? 
as it affects the race; its 
vital, 


Such is the question 
import to the individual is not less 
True, the individual may desire no extension of sphere : 


it is an error to suppose that all men wish for 


Maecenas would cling to existence though it were 
tracted on the 
intelligible 


survival; if 
to be pro- 
cross 
to the sympathetic of his friends. 
Yet he who aims at making the utmost of his life would desire 
some reasonable assurance 


extinction at death; it 


, Such longing seems to have been un- 


most loyal and 


as to whether or not it falls into 
is, at least, permissible for him to 
inquire what time is allowed for the solution of his 


problem: 
‘a Enterprises of 


great pith and moment" are not 
through by those whose judgment is in suspense 
accomplished by him who believes 
who denies it 


carried 
»; they may be 
in survival, and also by him 
, but the former will toil with the patience of one 
is full of immortality”; the other must hurry 
with frantic speed to finish his task within the limit of days 
that hasten by " swifter than the weaver's shuttle 
Are Spiritualists deceiving the people? t is full time that 
the case should come to trial, for they have offered their doc- 
trines to the world throughout so many years, and with such 
persistency and vigour, that they have already secured a hold 
upon a very important section of the community, and are 
daily adding to the number of their disciples. 
it cannot be gainsaid, neither may it any 
It is full time that the trial should begin—should begin, I say, 
for of legitimate trial there has been hitherto no sign at all 
Facilities for testing parts of the evidence have been offered 
and rejected with scorn. They have been offered, for example, 
by Mr. Once more, I say, let the trial begin. I 
hold no brief for either side; all that I would urge, and this I 
would urge with all the powers I possess, is that the trial 
should be fair. Away with prejudice, 
let the 


state their ease ; 


whose 


" hope 


This is a fact ; 


longer be ignored, 


Mackenzie. 


be it ecclesiastical or 
made clear; let the opponents 
let them state it as becomes honourable men; 
then let judgment be pronounced according to the evidence 
I ask, in short, for Miss Katharine Bates, Sir Oliver Lodge, and 
their fellows just as much, and just as little 


scientific ; issues be 


, consideration 
from a nation which prides itself on its honourable traditions 


as an English judge allows to a person accused of forgery or 
petty theft, 


Hitherto but one of the terms I require has been 


Am I asking too much ? 


granted, 
Raymond " has 
called forth I find a minimum of what is instructive, not a little 


In the seething mass of controversy which "' 


of what is repulsive, and very much that is simply exasperating. 
Allis turmoil and confusion. There seems no clear issue stated 
by the unprejudiced, 


fusing yells. 


while partisans rend the air with con- 
One might imagine that we were in the midst of a 
general election, and that 


a cry ot 


a noisy party were going to the 


country with “No spookery.” ‘Triumphant whoops 


from Carmelite House, gramophone guffaws from the prov incial 
Press, sonorous anathemas from cathedral pulpits, all contribute 
to a general inferno of noise, For reason to gain a hearing 


amid such an outbreak of pandemonium is hopeless : indeed, 


even to form an individual opinion is by no means easy. One 
might as well study harmonie progressions with an organ- 
grinder crashing out obsolete comic songs under the window, 
while a full-voiced chorus of tom-cats outpours its “ 


Hymn of 
Hato " 


on the roof. 

The true issue must be realised if our minds are not to 
remain permanently bewildered, Really, we are not holding a 
general election to decide whether death shall end our existence 
or not. The matter is already settled by laws which our votes 
can neither establish nor repeal, 
obvious that many a blatant controversialist ignores it alto- 
gether, Whatever the fact may be, man can only 
Perhaps if the truism were realised, 
uproar might cease, 


This is an obvious truism—so 


accept it. 
some of this undignitied 


Ono of the conditions I require in tho investigation so long 
overdue has already been fulfilled, 
Spiritualism 
is quite 


Much of the literature of 
some of early date, some fresh from the press 


familiar to me. The authors belong to ditlerent 


vountries—chielly Great Britain and the United States; they 
are members of various professions, scientists, soldiers, sailors 
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the I 
I 

wit 

ind pla 

able 

le ' à 

att I 

treated tt i S 
ta the 

| n ts à 

lignity, a Its lea 
counsel ha i la y 

if, as certain LOK t pe ns 1 e, 
really are inspired by the Devil, then I must az with | 
Mad Tom that “the Prince of Dark i ger JA! 

Turning to the othe le I find a contrast tha i f 
Many of the api attach I Sir Oliver 
t dist ed a i yy tl l'eutoni 

brutality as by the abysmal ignorance "n author 
Flagitia | abseond ent: let such offences against decency be 
forgotten. There are more ambitious critics than tl nony 


mous scribblers, and to the 


brutality to apply, yet as they have unsparingl y ticised others 
I must criticise them in their turn They ar ry : ins 
ignorant meu, in the ordinary sense of the word On the | 
trary, they are " well-read " men, if by this term is meant simply 
men of very extensive reading ; in fact, their " much learning 


it has not, strictly speaking, made them mad, has seri ly inter 


fored with their power of independent thoug 


knowledge is vast, but it contains much of that " knowledge of 
the non-existent” which to the mind of Plato was \orance 
Borrowing & phrase from Mark Twain, who on this point i 
at one with Plato, I would say that our critics are “ loaded u 
with misinformation But as to th übiect on v h they 
pass judgment without reserve, the learnin s chiefly må 
hand: it has not been mght up to date, and is neither 
extensive nor accurate | must not AK I ` at M 


without justification. Let me 


From the enormous ma if mmur ation irport 
come from disearnate spirits, not an ennoblin ! tor 
message can be xtraeted ; all, all is nauseating, fr yu 
mischievous, apa is drivel T! "o than | ince 
it ia misinformation It is flagrantly untrue, and to pu 
such a statement is discreditable to the last degres De 
Mercier coolly tells us that Sir Oliver & martyr to “intel 
leetual inertia, impenetrabil morance, and overweenit 
sureness Will the excellent doetor kindly tote a f 
passages from Ray nd elsewhere in proof f the 
sweeping charges Until ! lows he will be nele i 
picim of confusing ibieetive and ubjective phen i 
Verification of details d not em t oan art of ' 
as ¢ & by Dr. Me s ("aat - nasi 
almost a necessity wit 1-fa ed r i 
[ILI w) we ar t t nt 4 t 

Iraw a | l lata ! | at 
spared! ar M i | it i 
his syli ' i u i ' 
thought treat deduct ‘ ' - ' 
the imluctive sl ft t ri i 
tributed idle, false ana Y, | 

ignoratio elenco? " | i n I" 
exactly the very things thet “ martyrs t i 
prejudhwe wore taught to al t 

Bo I venture a kindly i Why nd end t 

Mos ary | Whe not i fa 

bility à ; ! i 
juiry e awi f ‘ As I i 
Ana: t ' 

why lw tent wit half -— Let at r 

without delay before me other i Ant U 
the feld. "Do it now! There is precedent for , . 

How beaatifully del dear old G ^T B TOTE uml 4 


[| N t 
- ( 
v i 
s ni 
\ I 
| I t 
I f No I 
'NoS < P 
t 1 i 1 I 
Í t LEG 
t yante Is x 1 
taller t repute ig t 1 t 
pealed, | studied—o t 
indidates for Pass „Moderation And un t e sta 
hall attempt to procure a convictio 'erhaps I may be 
idlowed the use of a little of the t ja fä 
ls; it has its advantages for an " obscurantist 
self, and certainly is not destitute 
Ti 1 
THE PSYCHIC ROD THEORY. 
By rue Rev. CHARLES L. TWEEDALE, Weston Vk i 
VEAR OTLEY, YORI 
Dr. Crawford says that this theory oí tal 
lished. It n » established as an explanatio Í 
ed by spirits in order to apply force to g materal 
objects It may cover the ground a at 
phenomena of telekinesis. If this should | e to be the am 
t will cor iman erployme 
fa ' g - 
f th l r3 
that thi y Just - 
being is of ar 
fore ts 
ten . thods, T 
theory t ts and will need caref tion a 
tion, a ve à stud the re l ‘ 
€ rs e we ha wd le 4 
as 1910-1 of articles a he 
dayli it on white cloud distinctly vis i 
illustrating ind the psyc? it y perfe 
In the same years, in resence É i nes 
phenomena were observed in daylight ^ ra "— 
which clearly wed the employ: tof " «e 
wel en to | p articles and P . 
lea vir u bject | T I r 
Mr. B f PR «t 
t Dr. € ` 
tte t u " 4 
winat In t l iv di 
at t LI | 
" 
I ait 1 Y 
i 
D t . 
` . ul d T . i 
f fet t ir, e 
ind Cla 
re il as lovitat " 
to the ext ontal m | l à - 
i vea t Dr. Crawf — 
antl 3 t, and Í | t Mr. Ya 
tH I ' ) tell t * 
i ‘« ht was d ' v * 
" turned to the medium ` tw 
f t t i] i tl 4 u LI ex 
n \ parate ` i led v ahii 
Į H y le ra , at ud - at oe 
< ti ta i ' ot 
t , at at prepared t n t | t {rape ee 
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"ORTHODOX SCIENCE AND PSYCHICA 
RESEARCH." 


Tug Views oy Mr. H 


The case for the claim of Spirit 
M bare its facts and phenomena inve 
@ientific spirit, free from prejudice 
ulum. if ever, been stated more convincingly t 
flint article under the above title, w 
n contributes to the current number 
” The position of orthodox 
"Ü intelligible—it can recognise throug! 
thing butthe body: its attitude is purely 
ion should, he holds, be coupled wit) I 
ors should not refuse to consider evidence 
upa new region of investigation. S 
ism and refuses to budge. While 
na there has been a definite impr 
attitude of science as represented by 
that of the orthodox man of science 
nptuous indifference; in effect, agnost 
is still, says Mr. Watson, a consider: 
SA adhere to the old theory of “ 
explanation of cosmic phenomena, m i 
Kweptthnt theory before considering its alternat 
be that the origin of the universe is t 
form of Intelligence, and this Intelligen: 
nt, malevolent, or indifferent as regards 
uman beings. Looking back upon the cou 
mithatto thestory of the earth as record 
fo associate the gradual evolution of « 
a malevolent design. “The history of the w 
it progress from an insensitive welter t 
telligent organisation," and " t 
ably grown until as from some 
cover the dawn of a beautiful 
imagined and shadowed forth 
On the other hand, if we cannot aci 
Ince it is equally impossible to entertain 
indifferent God would be tantam: 
E 


Hi there is no design in the unive 
wy mechanical motion, God is 
child building up ceaselessly n 
of infinite pain and then destr 
wwío] game into eternity 
in an unknown God working 
a malevolent or an indiffere 
of of it our belief must remain a 
We shall never achieve real 
The fact of survival must 
means to those which prove any 
There is no other w ay of establis 
thus the beneficence of the Great S 


On the question of how far the act 


" €" wu w » Ww Ww" eee € Y | ~ z 


explains supernorm 
that many phen mena attribute 
are thus explicable, and cor 
ly unwise to accept phenomena 
fely, however, there has arisen 
Mie men who show no prejudice against the 
n of paychical phenomena Mr. Watson enumerate 
names of men who have undertaken 
wa consequence accepted the « 
they have examined are due to the a i 
on the other side of existence He pays a tribute t 
work of the members of the English Society for Í 
Research, especially of F. W. H. Myers, and als inv r 
the later labours of that Society, as well as of the assert the 
APR. and its head, Dr. Hyslop. Their best work, lassify . 
i, he thinks, that they have made it possible for : “ -— yra ~ to 
scientific methods to associate themselves with the The : T - E deme . 
Treating of the evidence for materialisation, br ite tangible, vi 
& from the “Annis of Paychical Science” for 1997 explained by his tangible a 
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PSYCHOTHERAPY AND ITS CONVERTS, 


ing article or 


Daily 


We welcome as a sign of progres the k 
" Psychotherapy ' 
Post " 


that journal has hitherto shown itse 


which appeared in the “Liverpool 


of the 28th ult., particularly as we are informed that 


entirely opposed to any- 
thing in the nature of psychic work or investigation, condemn- 
Sir William Barrett and the late 


ing men like Sir Oliver 
Dr. A. Russel Wallace fc 
themselves 


interes 


sufficiently ill-advised to 


serious attention. But 


in à subject so unw 


an eminent Robert Jones, has lately given his 


surgeon, Sir 


influence in the 


eountenance to the employment of hypnot 
treatment of disease—a fact which may account to some extent 
for the editorial volte face. 


antiquity of the scientific endeavour to 


Beginning by noting the great 
alleviate and to cure 
the suffering of the body through the influence of the mind, the 
writer alludes to one drawback which attended the progress of 


scientific medicine towards the end of last century :— 


Under the influence of blind materialism the doctor got to 
know a great deal about the nature and symptoms of diseases, 
and remarkably little of the means of curing them. Even to 
the present moment the science of medicine remains purely 
empirical. The physician knows from long observation that if 
he administers certain drugs certain results are likely to follow. 
But why or how those results are caused he has not the 
faintest idea. 

It is probably the recognition of these limitations that has 
engendered a more tolerant frame of mind in the profession, 
which now does not always ban as quackery remedies which 
cannot be enclosed in a pill-box or defined in the British 
Pharmacopwria. For instance, in his Harveian Oration, in 
1909, Dr. G. H. Savage said: " The investigation of hypnotism 
is a thing that should not be ignored in England. When the 
other nations are carefully investigating the physiology and the 
therapeutic value of this potent influence, it is certainly rather 
a pity that England should be in the background.” And in 
Dr. Calwell’s standard “ Text-book of Medical Treatment” we 
read: “Of all the weapons that we may use in the fight 
against insanity, one of the most powerful has been supplied 
by modern psychology. That weapon is the doctrine of the 
subconscious self. The subconscious may be defined as that 
part of our mental life which lies outside the field of normal 
consciousness, and is, therefore, not perceived by the latter. 
It is this larger area of the subconscious that is the home of 
everything that is latent 
of habits and prejudices, the abode of lapsed memories, and of 
impressions stored up from earliest childhood.” In a later 
paragraph Dr. Calwell defines insanity as "an irruption of 
subconscious forces into consciousness, and the interpretation 
of those experiences in terms of these forces,” and in recom- 
mending the therapeutic employment of hypnotism he quotes 
with approval Janet’s dictum that "there is no physiological 
function which is exempt from modifications by hypnotic influ- 
ence, if not completely controlled by it." We have travelled 
far from the days when we dismissed Mesmer—a fully-qualified 
doctor, by the way—as a money-making mountebank, and 
nearly as far from the time when we laughed at F. W. H. 
Myers for talking to us about the “subliminal consciousness.” 
Hypnotism and the subconscious mind, at any rate, are to be 
accepted as matters of scientific demonstration. 

Jut in our determination to be scientific we have, accord- 
ing to Dr. Bernard Hollander, taken the wrong turning with 
regard to hypnotism. In our time the method of suggestion 
has been almost universally adopted, and this method yields 
none of the more mysterious results, such as clairvoyance, 
which were plentifully recorded by practitioners of an earlier 
day, who used other methods of inducing hypnosis. Most 
persons will say: “Bosh; clairvoyance is a superstitious 
delusion ! Perhaps it is; but the committee of the Royal 
Academy of Medicine of France in 1831 did not think so, for 
they reported that they were convinced of the existence of 
“ new faculties called clairvoyance, intuition, and internal pre- 
vision” which could be called into activity by hypnotism. The 
subject of telepathy, too, should give the sceptic pause, for 
that has been, perhaps grudgingly, accepted by most of the 

mandarins of science. 


the secret source of loves and hates, 


Mns, Wratry, writing to her son Samuel, said: “I am not 
one of those that will believe nothing supernatural, but am 
rather inclined to think there would be frequent intercourse 
between good spirits and us, did not our deep lapse into 
sensuality preyent it," 


DICHT. 


A GENERATION 


AGO, 


(From “Licgur” or SEPTEMBER 24TH, 1887) 


numbers of “The Ye 
this periodical, which ran from April, 1 


One of the earliest 
Telegraph ” 
June, 1857, was the first to be published in this country int 


»rkshire 


interests of our movement, contains a good case of spint 


identity At a circle, a person—a confirmed smoker—applig 
to the spirits for a remedy for a very severe pain in the 
and one Dr. Thornley, communicating, gave advice, He 
that he had lived at Newton Heath, and that he died 


years before. It is not important to record the prescription 


which was, in effect, to abandon smoking. It was effective. 0 
application made to “ a respectable firm at Newton Heath,” it 
was stated, “There was a Dr. Thornley living here who die 
about the time you name, and who from our knowledge of hin 
Next day 


another letter arrived saying that the first letter had beg 


would have done such a thing as is named." 


written under the impression that the advice had been gira 
during the doctor's lifetime, and “they concluded that someone 


must have known the doctor's disposition and habits.” This 
leads to a solemn declaration that “not a single individual i 
the room at that time had any knowledge whatever of such s 
person.” This is a fair example of a vast number of casa 
within the experience of a vast number of Spiritualists. And | 
in the face of them where are the conjuring and kindred hype 
theses ? I am ashamed to have to repeat the same wearying 
utterance, but the cause for it remains. And I have been led 
into this vein of thought just now by finding how in thes 
ancient records there was always somebody with some nostrum 
that was to explain everything, and really did explain nothing 
except counterfeit manifestations which, if left alone, soon er- 
plain themselves. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


The Attack on Mrs. Wriedt. 


Sig,—Mr. C. W. Lane’s attack on Mrs. Wriedt in “Te 
Weekly Tatler,” of Montreal, to which you allude in Liam, 
p. 274, is not only a reflection on that lady herself, but also on 
the probity and intelligence of those who have given thet 
testimony to the reality of her remarkable psychic faculty and 
the genuineness of the phenomena occurring in her presents 
I have had one sitting with Mrs. Wriedt, the account of whid 
is given by Vice-Admiral W. Usborne Moore in " The Voices 
on p. 77 et seg. On that occasion I heard two voices speaking 
simultaneously with Mrs. Wriedt, and they were not the voices 
of any of the sitters. If this was the result of trickery, it 
would be interesting to have Mr. Lane's theory as to how it 
was done. There were seven of us present and I think wè 
should each be ready to certify that we were quite satisfied 
with the personal character and intelligence of our companions 
I do not think we could have been easily duped if trickery 
were rampant, least of all Vice-Admiral Moore, to whom for 
his careful and discriminating work in this matter I, for ons, 
shall ever be grateful. As to Mrs. Wriedt herself, I feel sure 
that those who have met her will be ready, as I myself am, t 
say that Mr. Lane's description of her, with its rather cynical 
implications as to her character, is not true. I suggest that 
Mr. Lane, or anyone else who attributes the phenomena ol 
“The Voices ” to trickery, be given an opportunity of demon 
strating his theory in practice in the presence of competent 
witnesses.— Yours, &c., 


G. Vang Owen 
Orford Vicarage, Warrington. 


"LIGHT" MAINTENANCE AND ADVERTISEMENT 


COMPENSATION FUND. 
We have to acknowledge, with thanks, tho following 
further donations to this fund :— 
Miss Mack Wall ' " v PE 010 0 
Captain E. L. d ivi "e "a Y 055 


We always find that growth is gradual; a crisis may soot 
to produce a sudden change, but the change is always found to 
be the result of a gradual process which has been preparing tle 
inner relations to adjust themselves to the outer. . , Iti 
therefore quite in accordance with reason and with God's wayt 
that we should find that the event of death does not, of it«ll, 
make truth obvious and inform the soul that has been ignorant 
—“ Objections to Spiritualism Answered,” by H, A. Dartas 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research, 


“Ligur! More Lieut ""— Goethe. 


‘WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST I 
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London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., | 


110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C.2. 


Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week. 


TUESDAY, October 2nd, at 3 p.m.— 
For Members ONLY. 
Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions. 
No admitsion after 3 / 
THURSDAY, October 4th, at 5 p m.— 
Members and Associates Free; Visitors, 1s. 
Social Gathering. Pianoforte Solos by Mr. H. M. FIELD. 


FRIDAY, October 5th, at 4 p.m.— 
Members and Asso 
Talks with a Spirit Control 


s Free; Visitors, 1s. 
. MBs. M. H. Wats. 


The subscriptions cf new Members and Associate 
Dober Ist will be taken as for the remainder of the pr 
| whole of 1918, 


Subscription to December 31st, 1918, 

MEMBERS, One Guinea. 

Por further particulars regarding the work of the AU 
the Secretary. 


e apply to 
| 


| Te MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd. 
STEINWAY HALL, 
Lower Seymour Street, Portman Square, W. 1. 


SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, AT 7 PA. 
No Admission after 7.10 p.m 
MR. HORACE LEAF. 


October 7th —Mr. A. Vout Peters. 


Welcome to all. Admission Free, Collection. 
Steinway Hall is within two minutes’ walk of Selfridge’s, Oxford St., 
ind five minutes from Bond Street and Marble Arch Tube Stations. 


Spiritualists and inquirers are invited to join the Association. 


WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 
Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon. 


SUNDAY NEXT, SEPTEMBER 30TH. 
Evening, 6.30, Service : ...| MR. PERCY SCHOLEY. 
WEDNESDAY NEXT, OCTOBER 3np. 
' Meeting for Members only. 
HEALING.—Wednesdays, 3 to 5, Mr. W. S. Hendry. No 
charge. Freewill offerings. 


THE 


SURVIVAL OF MAN. 


By SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.R.S. 


The author gives an account of some of his own investiga- 

into matters connected with psychical research during 
the last quarter of a century. The largest section of the 
book treats of automatic writing, trance speech, and other 
instances of temporary clairvoyant lucidity, for in this de- 
partment of the subject he considers that the most direct 
évidence for continued personal existence and posthumous 


ASSOCIATES, Half-a-Guinea. | 


iotivity will be found. The present book is intended to 

Ww that telepathic communication may come through 

from the other side, and that this view is entitled to critical 
and careful consideration. 


Cloth, 239 pages, 1/6 net post free. 
|. UF F. CE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2. 


T 


QUEEN'S HALL (SMALL), 
Langham Place, W. 
(Soe LEessgEs: Messrs. CHAPPELL AND Co., Lr 


SUNDAY LECTURES 
ON 


THEOSOPHY. 


Sunday, October 7th, at 7 p.m Mrs. Dor vG 
“LUCK AND DESTINY. 
Sunday, October l4th, at 7 p. Mrs. DOROTHY GRENS 
“ WHERE ARE OUR DEAD? 
Sunday, October 21st, at 7 p. Lieut. Raxsow, R.F.C 
“ REINCARNATION,’ 
Sunday, October 28th, at 7 p.m Mr. D. N. Dus 


“A VISION OF THE FUTURE, 


Further particulars may be obtained from the Organising 
Secretary, 19, Tavistock Square, W.C. 1. 


ADMISSION FREE. 


«THE PLACE OF JESUS CHRIST 
IN SPIRITUALISM.” 
BY 
RICHARD A. BUSH, F.C.S, 
(Second Edition 
An Address to Spiritualists Based on the Logic of their 
own Facts. 


* Is a counterbl 


t against the ¢ 


Christian bias of certain Spiritualist 


“Your little book strikes the right note. 


Sır EARNSHAW 
COOPER 


“I think the more your pamphlet is 


circulated amongst 
Spiritualists the better.’ 


-Miss ESTELLE STEAD. 


" What you say is truth, and you say it well. 


J. McBerR 
BAIN. 


Post free 3d., or 2/6 per dozen. 


Obtainable from the author, at Morden, Surrey. 


THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3ori. 

At 11 a.m. ... MR. G. PRIOR. 
At 6,30 p.m. E .. MR. R. BODDINGTON. 
WEDNESDAY, OOTOBER Sap, at 7.30 Pan, 

MISS VIOLET BURTON. 


CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church of Higher Mysticism), 


The London Academy of Music, 
22, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W. 
HALL CLOSED * - RE-OPEN IN OCTOBER. 


ii 


SLEEPLESSNESS” DEPRESSION 
BRAIN FAG — MENTAL PROSTRATION 
ARE SPEEDILY CURED BY THE VITIC ROD. 


In connection wit} inv gatio pir ly 


e to wl nery 1 ( || 
] by 1 of the VITIC ROD. Neither 1 um nor sitter 


Money willingly returned if not proved satisfactory after a week's trial 


All letters should be addressed 
The Vitic Co., 30, St. Ann Street, 
MANCHESTER 


THE SPIRITUALIST EDUCATION COUNCIL. 


Third Course of Lectures and Classes. 
77, NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.C 


Wednesday, October 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th :— 
Mr. RonEnT Kina. 


Developing Classes, 6.30; Lecture, 7.45; Psycho-Therapeutic 
Class, Friday, 7 p.m. (course tickets only). 
Courre tickets (12 lectures &c.), 7s.€d. Term tickets (4 lectures, 
Kc ), 3s. Singlelectu es 1s. Atdoor, or from Hon. Sec., Horace Leaf, 
11, Wes' bourne Garzens, Bayswater, Londo», W. 2. 


By H. A. DALLAS, 
A Record of True Psychic Experiences. 
"With an Additional Chapter by H. B. MARRIOTT WATSON. 


“A valuable addition to the rapidly accumulating experimental 
evidence of the soul’s survival of bodily death.”—Zhe Christian 


Commonwealth 
“ An interesting and readable contribution to the literature of 


Psychical Research.”—Zhe Scotsman. 


Cloth, 212 pages, 3/11 net post free. 
To order from— 
OFFICE OF LIGHT. 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE. W.O. 2. 


CHARACTER READING FROM BIRTH DATES. 
Or the Influence of the Zodiac upon Human Life, by E. KIRK. 
Describes personal appearance, traits of character, disorders 
subject to, how cured, occupation suited for, whom they should 
marry, what their children will be, how to govern them, &c. 


New and rearranged edition for popular use. 132 pages. 
Price 1/2 net. 
C. MAURICE DOBSON, Publisher, 146, Kensington 
High Street, LONDON, W.8. 


CONSTRUCTIVE SPIRITUALISM. 
By W. H. EVANS. 
"CowTENTS.—Aspects of Consciousness.—The Soul and Its 
Powers,—A New View of Materialism,—Space and ‘Time.— 
Life avd Its Value.—Constructive Spiritualism.—List of 
Eminent People who have accepted the Reality of Spirit 
Phenomena.—Portrait of the Author. 

Cloth, 160 pages, 2/4 net post free. 

OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 2. 


prycho-Therapentic Society, Ltd., 26, Red Lion- 
square, London, W.O. 1 (nearest Tube Station, Holborn). Free 
Healing Mondaysand Fridays, 2 to 5 p.m.; Wednesdays, 5 to 8 p.m. 
Special Diagnosis, Fridays, by appointment (small fee according to 
means). In 1916 nearly 2,000 treavmenis were given with excellent 
resulta, Donations earnestly solicited, and membership (£1 1s. per 
annum) invited, entitling free admission to lectures and use of large 
library Apply Hon. Seo, kt 
(ria Boards and Crystals are not obtainable 
until after the war, the makers being now on war work, ‘‘ Spirit 

Identity” and ** Wallis's Guide to Mediumship” are both at present 
out of print. The few remaining copies of '* Spirit Teachings” can be 
had for 5s, 5d. each, post free, from Lionr Office, 110, Bt, Martin's- 
lane, W.O. 2. 


Jeu Ger. -—— 


LoNDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, 


110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 
Liwirep BY GUARANTEE, AND NOT HAVING A Capital Divipm 
INTO SHARES. 
Established 1884, Incorporated 1896, 


By the Memornndum of Associntion th« 
from receiving any personal benefit, by way of profit, from the incom, 


or property of the Society 
Presidents in Spirit Life, 
W. SrAiINTON Moses AND E. Dawson Roozns, 
MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. 
Vick-ADMIRAL W. UsEORNE Mookg, | m 
Henry WITHALL, Vice-President, 


Members are Prohibited 


Mns. W. P. Browne. E. T. 1 Lr, LL.B., D8 
Mns. FLORENCE M. FINLAY D. Rocers. 
Davip Gow. E. R. SEROCOLD SKRELA. 
H. Ernest HUNT W. KENSETT STYLES. 
Mns. CATHERINE E. LUOKING, H. BIDEN STEELE 

F. W. Tuorstan, M.A. 


W. R. Moores. 

This Alliance has been formed for the purpose of sffording informs 
tion to persons interested in Psychical or Spiritualisvic Phenomena, by 
means of lectures and meetings for inquiry and psychical research. 

Social Gatherings are also held from time to time, Two ticketa 
of admission to the lectures held in the Salon of the Royal Society of 
British Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, are sent to every Member, 


and one to every Associate. Members are admitted free to the Tues 
day afternoon seances for illustrations of clairvoyance, and both Mem. 
bers and Associates are admitted free to the Friday afternoon meet 
ings for ‘* Talks with a Spirit Control," and to the meetings of the 
Psychic Class on Thursday, all of which are held at the rooms occupied 


at the above address. 
Rooms are occupied at the above address, where Members and 


Associates can meet and attend seances for the study of psychic phe 
nomena, and classes for psychical self-culture, free and otherwise, notio 
of which is given from time to time in Licut, and where they œn 
read the special journals and use the library of works on Paychical and 
Occult Science. The reading-room is open daily to Members and Asso. 
ciates from 10 to 6 (Saturdays Gxcaniod 

A Circulating Library, consisting of nearly three thousand works 
devoted to all phases of Spiritual and Psychical Research, Science, snd 
Philosophy, is at the disposal of all Members and Associates of the 
Alliance. Members are entitled to three books at a time, Associate 
one. Members who reside outside the London postal area can hare 
books sent to them free of charge, but must return them carriage paid. 

The subscription of Members is fixed at a minimum rate of om 
guinea, and of Associates at half-a-guinea, per annum. A paymeni 
of £1 11s. 6d. by Members or £1 1s. 4d. by Associates, will entitle sub. 
scribers to a copy of LiaHT for a year, post free Y 
wishing to obtain books from the Library without joining the Alliane 
may do so at the same rates of subscription. 

Information will be gladly afforded by the Secretary, at the Room, 
110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 

*.* Subscriptions should be made payable to the Hon. Treasurer, 
Henry Withall, and are due in advance on January 1st in each year. 


Notices of all meetings will appear regularly in “Light.” 
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The subscriptions of new Members and Associates elected 
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present year and the whole of 1918. 


Annual Subscription. 
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CENTRAL LONDON LODGE of the THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 
2, Upper Woburn Place, Tavistock Square, W.C. I. Tuesdays, 7,30 p,m. 
Ocr. 9ru. — The Higher Aspects of Psychic 


LIFE Research. Dr. Ellis T. Powell, LL.B., D.Sc. 
AFTER Ocr. 23ap.—Evidence for Survival, as furnished by 
DEATH. the investigations of the Society for Psyehical 
Six Research. 

Leotwres. W. W. Baggally, Esq., Member of. Council, SPR, 
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For particulars of the other Lectures on Life After Death on Nov, 6, Ih 
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"On the Threshold of the Unsees,” by Sir Wm. Barrett F.R.S., see Autumn 
s of the Central London Lodge. T.S., free on application to the Hon, Sec, 

rs R. G. Cather, 26, Priory-road, N.W. 6. 
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Watts, Prcprietress, 


rea Suggestion,” by Robert McAllan. 


- Explains how hypnotic suggestion acts, with evidence showing 
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as Insomnis, Neurasthenia, &c.; free by post from the authen 
Regent House, Regent-street, London, W. 1, and Croydon. 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


ject of fairies crops up from time to time in 
ns on the nature and variety of spiritual exist- 
L Some persons maintain that there are actually 
which answer to the legendary ideas of fairies, 

ixies, Others as strongly contend that these 
ent only the poetical and romantic side of the 
human spirits. In an article on “ Views and 
a recent issue of the “Times (Literary Supple- 
),” the writer alludes to the fact that in ancient days 
ies were held to be of human stature (“as tall as we 
‘that there came about, for no easily assignable 
mson, n progressive shrinkage of size, From a race that 
wuld, according to an ancient Irish poem, assist their 


ac 
fri ends in battle, and who were “ melodious in the 
masterly at making songs, skilled at playing 
they dwindled to a “ whimsical littleness.” Some 
| of psychical science find an explanation of the 
e size in the fact that clairvoyants occasionally see 
1 a minute scale, as though through the “ wrong 
escope." We know, of course, that such matter- 
mations as that fairies are really human spirits 
ll,” or that the ideas concerning them are based 
s of clairvoyant experience by those utterly 
the science of the subject, are distasteful to 
omantic mind ; but they give us a certain solid 
: ur surmises. We know that human spirits 


Times” writer offers some philosophical reflec- 
!question which are worth quoting. The fairy 
thinks, represent certain human ideals of per- 
f heroism, of poetry and romance, ‘They— 


ally express a certain balance between what we “know” 
ossibilitios we like to “ imagine "—botween perception 
m d. : ^ 
on. Romanticism is the destruction of that 


all its reliance on inner experience ; for this, it feels, 
ably more direct communication with truth than 
ence, For a romantic, then, the conception of a 
ving of authentic information about some kind 
ut is beyond human reality and superior to it; 
reover, inexpressible save with symbolic vagueness, 
ression is at tho morcy of perception. And what 
omantic fairies is true of romanticism in general ; 
es of conception are not simply real in so far as 
in conception, they are motions of the mind and 
Hence retreat 
‘and hence, too, delighted concentration on the 
ho interior with its unknown, infallible general. 
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‘WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST 18 LiGHT,”—Paul, 
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a duality, does not in any way weaken our hold on objective 
faet, For even when, for instance, we deal with man him- 
self we can regard him at once as a fact in Nature and as 
an idea or principle in the Divine mind, We must make 
" outer experience" and "inner experience” balance, It 
is the concentration on one to the exclusion of the other 
which is such a fruitful source of disputation and denial, 
Imaginations and facts, dreams and deeds, are very closely 
allied ; indeed, they are the inner and outer aspects of the 
same thing. 
LI ' LI 
A friend, a clear-headed practical man—he is an 
engineer with some excellent work to his credit—once 
defended the resort to m&hods of divination for the solu- 
tion of material problems on the ground that man was 
entitled to take advantage of every legitimate means of 
overcoming his diffieulties, Our reply was that, setting 
aside the question of what is or is not legitimate, the resort 
to occult means for obtaining information on mundane 
matters was rarely justified by results, We were leaving 
the beaten paths of reasonable assurance for the more 
tempting " short cuts" which generally land the inquirer in 
a morass. On one occasion, at a meeting of people assembled 
in the pursuit of psychic knowledge, we encountered a lady 
who, mistaking the objects of the meeting, had come with 
the idea that she would be able to get advice concerning a 
law suit in which she was interested, She was a little 
mortified when the conductor of the meeting suggested that 
the question might be more appropriately put to a lawyer. 
But that was clearly a counsel of common-sense, "There 
are many people who, intent on making fortunes, have come 
to disaster by relying on advice purporting to come from 
the spirit side—" tips from the land of Nod,” as a cynical 
acquaintance of ours described them. Whatever may be 
the developments of the future regarding communica- 
tion between the two worlds, one thing is clear at 
present. We are in this world to rely on our own 
resources, and to keep the conduct of our worldly affairs 
as far as possible in our own hands, Only as a last 
emorgency should we go, on such questions, to those 
beyond the veil. It is, indeed, very doubtful, generally 
speaking, whether they are able to help us in these matters 
as efliciently as we can help ourselves, ‘There are exceptions, 
of course. We recall the case of Amanda Jones, the 
American poetess, who was ably assisted in her affairs by a 
But we also recall that the re- 


lawyer on “the other side.” 
markable instances of his aid in drawing legal documents 
were in connection with a work designed to be of use to the 
world at large and not a mere personal matter, 


SPIRITUALISM AND THE PRESS. 


Viscountess Molesworth writes :— 
I think “ Victor's” idea of a " Defence Bureau” is good, if 
those who undertake the work will do so in a spirit of love and 
forbearance, There should be no controversial bitterness, such 
as has marred the history of the Churches, since Christ came 
to preach peace and goodwill towards men, 
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GHOSTLY VISITANTS: SOME INSTANCES 
AND EXPERIENCES. 


EMERSON 


Of late years the subject of spirit intercourse has grown to 


vast proportions ; its facts are established and its propaganda 
extends to the four corners of the earth. In the issue of Licur 
of March 10th (p. 79), a few of the long list of “ family omens 


were recorded. There could have been added to these the 


story of the little " brown lady 
(according to tradition) in the month of September haunts the 
courtyard and corridors of a historic residence in Norfolk, the 
Those who are acquainted with 


" attired in a riding habit, who 


seat of a certain noble family. 
the story will be able to identify the place. 

Many parts of the Eastern counties are rich in spirit-lore, 
and the writer is acquainted with some verified instances, which 


cannot be classified as mere tradition. Some years ago, a man 


and his only child, a little fair-haired girl of seven, lodged with 
a widow whose husband had been sexton of the parish church. 
One day the man (Nicholls by name) was brought home dead, 


having bee n accidentally killed. After the burial, Mrs. R——, 


the sexton's widow, saw, one night, the apparition of the dead 
man, and communicated the fact to a neighbour, who was a 
The latter told the woman 
The 


devout believer in Spiritualism. 
what to say should the spirit-form pay her another visit. 
same night the woman retired to rest as usual, and the orphan 


girl shared her apartment. Soen the spirit-form again ap- 


peared. Addressing him somewhat nervously the woman said 
“Spirit, if that thou art, what troubles thee?” She vowed 
afterwards that she distinctly heard a faint voice murmur 


“The child,” and that the form thereupon immediately 


vanished. 


Some months ago an 
a public hall where clairvoyants were giving illustrations of 
One of them, addressing my friend, stated that 


" unbelieving" friend of mine visited 


their powers 
he saw in connection with him “a large barn, and two lads 
toppling over trusses of hay and disporting themselves on heaps 


of corn.” Presently one of the lads vanished and the scene was 


“I see,” the clairvoyant continued, “a large river in 


My 


changed 
India, and a short distance away a mound and a cross.” 
friend made light of the matter, said it was “all rot and rub- 


bish,” and the assembly broke up. A week or so later he was 


scanning the local paper, when he came on a paragraph con- 
cerning the passing hence of an old schoolfellow who had died 
in India, and was buried near the banks of the river Ganges. 
That was the river the clairvoyant saw; he remembered the old 
barn and the sport among the hay, and he now " believes." 
When a boy at school, st an old town in mid-Norfolk, I 
slept in a small room which was narrow but exceedingly lofty. 


The schoolhouse was a structure of the Cromwellian period, and 


at some time in its history had been a baronial manor 


My room was wainscotted in parts, and scantily furnished, and 
I was compelled to retire at 8.30, but I never slept until I had 
received what I called my “ ghostly visitation.” 

Usually about half-past eleven something stalked clumsily 


into my bedroom, seemingly poured water from the ewer 


into the hand-basin (I could hear the splash) and then 
made an equally clumsy exit. This went on nightly for over 
a year. [could often discover the form of a man, and on one 
occasion he appeared to lie across my feet, a dead weight which 


was far from pleasant. Being in the district recently, I deter- 


mined, if possible, to discover the identity of my nocturnal 
The old place is still standing, and is 


intruder of other days 
I sought out the 


now used as a kind of technical institute. 
principal, and finally obtained permission to occupy my former 


sleeping apartment. Apparently nobody else had ever heard 


of these disturbances 

After an anxious vigil of some three or 
imagined I heard a door open (1 had, as a measure of precau- 
tion, locked both doors opening into my narrow cell, one from 
the corridor and the other from an adjacent apartment). As 
far as I could judge it was about one o'clock. Yes, the door 
did open now from the adjoining room. Again, as of yore, I 
heard the thud of heavy feet, the shaking jug, the splashing 


water. 


four hours, I 


Now was my chance I proceeded to hold a 


and quickly found out all I wanted to kr 


secluded séance, 
I Jearned that my visitor had occupied that identical room,t 


be was a chief mate ona large ship in the merchant service, a 


was drowned off the West Coast of Africa, but the e 
He had come back to the pl 


I could not determine 
loved so well, the romantic 
communicate with any sympathetic individual who had su 


psychie intelligence to understand the mysterio 
t attention to hi 


neighbourhood of his yout 


tions by which he sought to attra« 


VISIONS OF THE BLIND. 
A Nore on Dream-Lire. 


The following story of a dream is sent to us by al 
correspondent as having been dictated to her by a blind ma 
Mr. Alfred Russell, who lost his sight twenty years ago. W 
are induced to print it not only as affording an insight into ù 
mental life of a sightless man, but also because there is s ri 
able hint in the statement that he discovered the powers 
control his dreams—a power which may be acquired by som 


those whose night visions are ugly or painful :— 


In my dream I found myself in some underground passa 
in utter darkness and amid sulphurous vapours. Eve 
that I turned the same thing met me. I was rushing in er 
possible direction, but only found pitch darkness. Occasi 
in the far distance I saw a light, hastened towards it, and t 
seemed days before I had nearly reached it, running all i 
time. When at last I seemed to have done so, it disapp 
and only stronger vapours of sulphur, worse darkn 
in its place. 

I retraced my footsteps and the same thing happens 
Another light, and once more the same long tedious 
towards it, with, alas! thesame result, and yet deeper dar 

Being entirely alone in what appeared to be a stretch 
some hundreds of miles of intense horror of despair, sudded) 
I seemed to collect myself and think—Is there no help os 
of this? An inspiration caused me to think of the Invs 
Spirit of God being All in All, and I exclaimed aloud: " Lø] 
help me." 

I had scarcely uttered the words when the scene change 
I was in the most lovely gardens possil 
The sun was shining, the birds singt 


into one of beauty. 
for man to behold. 
beautiful flowers and trees burst upon my sight, and also 
most happy-looking people, were all around me. They 
heavenly looking, with an air of control and peace about thes 
I then awoke, but never to forget my night's experience, As 
now, should I ever have a troublous dream, I have the pore 
even though asleep, to say, " Lord, help me," aud t 
immediately becomes something pleasant or else I awa 
those things which are not into those which are 
These experiences seem to show me that such dreams, s 
well as all untoward things that happen to us when awake, æ 
frequently brought on by some erroneous thought or few 
perhaps caused by our environment, or lack of knowledge 
In my long hours of leisure I have thought of all Go 
beautiful gifts, and have tried in vain to discover anything ths 
.' Even a stone will give food for thouglt 
wonderful and lx 


was created “ bad 
even the atmosphere we inhale is 
When we consider that the trees and 
beasts, even the fish in the sea, and all mankind depend entire 
life, does it not show forth the real 
He does not give one kind o 


flowers, the 


upon it for their 
and oneness with God ? 
the trees, another to the birds and beasts, and again ar 
for man. We may live for weeks perhaps without food,! 
not for two minutes without God's breath, which contains t 
wonders in its invisibility than man can ever fathom 

Though in my nightmare the sulphurous fumes exist 
in imagination, thank God the fine air we breathe is 
and given abundantly to all. And, if taken freely, breat 
through the nostrils, always keeping the mouth closed, a 
holding the air in the lungs as long as possible, then exhaling 
it through the nostrils also, the reader will soon find the greatest 
benefit from this exercise By this simple means, persevering 
practised, he is filled with invisible power and life, and t 
benefits both in body and soul are amazing 


A very striking case of the parents of a young man kilisi 


in battle obtaining convincing evidences of his mriw 
appears in the October " London Magazine We propose k 


deal with the story more fully next week 
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gk OLIVER LODGE AND DR. MERCIER. 


The Sunday Times" of Sunday 


— Aconspicuous feature in "' 
siis the reply by Sir Oliver Lodge to Dr. Mercier's criticism. 
fisquiet and restrained but singularly effective in exposing 
hollowness of Dr. Mercier's pretensions to be an authority 
ubject of Psychical Research. 
arguments is laid bare. 
ek of accuracy in his statements is exposed, and his claims to 
'alogieian shrivel up in the process. Quoting Dr. Mercier's 


The weakness of the 


Example after example of his 


‘Once a man's vanity, or to put it more gently, his self- 
isengaged in the maintenance of an opinion, we shall 
kin vain to shake it, 

it Oliver observes with delicate irony, “I hope not quite 
nun, but it is always rash to express a decided opinion on a 
is of insufficient study." 

Of another rash statement by his critic Sir Oliver gently 
aves, That this is untrue appears to be of no consequence ; 
ounds well.” 

"must be a thick-skinned person indeed who could 
lue such a severe castigation in the Press without winc- 
M Itisadministered without any trace of heat or animosity. 
The analysis of the critic’s methods is dignified but destructive, 
t but deadly. The moral is very obvious. For a man, 
‘highly he may rate his own capacity as a critie,to rush 
ntroversy on a subject concerning which he has only 
ing of ill-digested information, is to invite a humiliating 
o himself. 

Dliver thus summarises the general position in his con- 
remarks :— 

d now, before closing, let me ask your readers to consider 
llthis controversy is about. Certain scientific men have 
lied a certain subject and make careful and deliberate state- 
ats about it. They do not thereby show that they are 
ly afflicted with the missionary spirit; they are doing 
lain duty in recording observations. 

"them enter certain crities who have not previously 
the subject and pronounce that the statements and 
are all wrong, are almost lunatic. 

simplest plan under these circumstances is for the 
Mifie investigators to hold their peace and let the novice's 
take be discovered by further experience. For the things 
d are not in the past, but in the present; the record of 
past only opens the question, and makes further investiga- 


If the world once more determines that it will not have 
Me Odd outstanding phenomena carefully examined, but 
ers to let long-established prejudice decide against them, 
a the world must remain in ignorance and continue the 
mstition of many centuries. If it really wants to know the 
itwill gradually examine these matters for itself, and 
turn a deaf ear to those cantious and responsible 
mons who report in their favour. 
The correspondence on the subject is continued in another 
atoi the journal. At least one of the critics thinks it sufti- 
it to quote cases of harm alleged to have been caused by 
muing the subject. It is apparently a matter of no conse- 
fence to him that an infinitely graver indictment on these 
i could be preferred against any science or any religion, 
wed any thing and every thing. Spiritualism is too vast and 
il a matter not to have its dangers—for the foolish and 
fous. It would be strange if it were not so. The idea that a 
science shall combine the comforting qualities of a soothing 
mip with the ease and safety of a feather bed is hardly one 
t would enter the mind of a person of healthy intelligence. 


Tur weakest living creature, by concentrating his powers 
‘single object, can accomplish something ; the strongest, 
isporsing his over many, may fail to accomplish anything. 
CARLYLE. 

Where Science Fains.— Science fails to account for life 
I mind, as it fails to account for matter; science observes, 
Lis powerless to explain. As force differentiates ether into 
trons to form atoms and matter, so a higher force aggre- 
ms to form protoplasm and brain-substance, and a still 
inifestation of force is able to utilise brain-substance 
f consciousness, with all its results.. But brain- 
only the instrument: life and consciousness them- 
on d all accident of material manifestation.—J. B. S. 


EtG T. 
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A GENERATION 


AGO, 


(From “Licut” or Ocroser ler, 1887.) 
; 


OBERT LOUIS STEVENSON's INSPIRATIONS 

Mr. Robert Louis Stevenson is now in America and has 
fallen a victim to the ubiquitous interviewer. It is interesting 
to note the origin of his inspirations. He thinks it is always 
We wonder how he knows that. The 
of the 
this point, will be found interesting 
" Pall Mall Gazette” : : 

“ There is a great difference of opinion as to what suggested 
your works, particularly ' The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde’ and ' Deacon Brodie,’ " 


" Well, this has never been properly told. On one occasion 


“I who am inventing.” 
so far as it concerns 
We extract it from the 


following account interview, 


I was very hard-up for money, and I felt that I had to do some- 
thing. I thought and thought and tried hard to find a subject 
to write about. At night I dreamed the story, not precisely 
as it is written, for, of course, there are always stupidities in 
dreams, but practically it came to me as a gift, and what makes 
it appear more odd is that I am quite in the habit of dreaming 
stories. Thus, not long ago, I dreamed the story of ‘Olalla, 
which appeared in my volume of ‘The Merry Men, and I have 
at the present moment two unwritten stories which I likewise 
dreamed. The fact is that I am so much in the habit of making 
stories that I go on making them while asleep quite as hard, 
apparently, as when I am awake. ‘They sometimes come to mt 
in the form of nightmares, in so far that they make me cry 
out aloud. But I am never deceived by them. Even when 
fast asleep I know that it is I who am inventing, and when I 
ery out it is with gratification to know that the story is so good 
So soon as I awake, and it always awakens me when I get on 
a good thing, I set to work and put it together 

* For instance, all I dreamed about Dr. Jekyll was that 
one man was being pressed into a cabinet, when he swallowed 
a drug and changed into another being. I awoke, and said at 
once that I had found the missing link for which I had been 
looking so long, and before I again went to sleep almost every 
detail of the story, as it stands, was clear to me 
writing it was another thing.’ 


Of course, 


In Ligut of the 25th ult. we quoted an account of the 
xl at the little 
paritions. wert 


appearance of angelic forms in the sky witne 
riverside town of Grays, in Essex. Similar à 


recently declared to have appeared at Waltham Abbey 
According to the “ Daily News, 


seen them on the night of the 17th inst 


many people claim to have 
hovering over the 


tower of the ancient Abbey chureh 


The story-tellers even go into det: There were two 
angels, both of female form. For a moment they paused on 
the church tower, unfurled a scroll bearing in letters of fire the 
one word "Peace," and then mysteriously disappeared. It 
may have something to do with the genesis ot the story that 
traditionally angels have a close association with Waltham 
Abbey. The central device of the coat of arms of the town is 
a cross supported by two angels. The cross typifies the crucifix 
which legend says was discovered in Somerset following on a 
vision of angels. Guarded by angels, this crucifix was miracu- 
lously conveyed to Waltham—sixty sufferers being healed of 
their infirmities by its virtue—and erected on the first parish 
church of Waltham, which stood on the site now occupied by 
Harold's historic minster. 

In the “Evening News,” Mr. Arthur Machen (whom the 
“Star” in a comic article on angels described as the inventor 
of the “ Angels of Mons”), while finding no basis of fact for 
the reported apparitions, thinks it necessary to make the 
following protest :— 

. . - It should not be necessary to say what follows, but 
experience has taught me that it is necessary. I should like to 
point out that I have not been jeering at angels. I am so much 
"on the side of the angels" that I have little patience with 
those who circulate inept fables about them. 


Spmit Messaces.—As a rule the higher and more spiritual 
the content of the messages the less palpable and material is 
their manifestation.—" On the Threshold of the Unseen,” by 
Sır Wirta Banngrr, F.R.S. ` 
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INSTEAD OF A LEADER. 


A Romance AND A FABLE. 


THE BELEAGUEREO CASTLE 

Ages ago a great Castle was sorely beleaguered by 
strong enemies, and its Prince was besought by some of his 
Knights that he should surrender, so hard were they beset. 
But Lancelot, the Prince's Jester, counselled otherwise, fer 
when looking from the Battlements he vowed he had seen 
in the distance gleams of light from the lances of an Army 
coming to their Rescue. But his report was treated with 
seorn by some of the Captains, who declared that the 
merely the Reflection of the sun on the 
The 


learned clerks of the Prince were of the same Opinion and 


glinting was 
waters or the flashing of the leaves on the Trees. 
drew on their parchments skilful Designs showing how 


beams of Light acted on reflection from Surfaces. “ More- 


over,” said they, “the bridge which spans the River 
between us and the Fortress of our Allies hath been 
destroyed, so how could they pass to us?” But the Fool 
held stoutly by his story, and the Prince, who was 
minded to fight on to the last, was mightily Per- 
plexed, the more so that some of the men at 
arms believed in the Jester’s tale, for he had 


most excellent eyesight, never having pored over Books. 
" It may be that he is right,” said the Prince; “ peradven 
ture there is something in it,” and he took counsel of Sir 
priest. “Good my lord,” quoth Sir Topas, 
“it may be that Heaven will work a miracle on our behalf 
Let 


But certain craven Knights, with the 


Topas, the 


and hath sent a Message by the mouth of this Fool. 
us abide the issue.” 
Scriveners and the Bookmen, were wroth with the Jester 
And they 


conspired privily to punish him as a Rogue and Deceiver, 


that his word should be so set above theirs. 


and contrived that he should be oundly beaten and after 
wards ehut up in a Foul Dungeon, which was done (for he 
would in no wise recant his opinion). Meantime the battle 
went sorely against the Besieged, for the soldiers began to 
lose heart when Lancelot was no longer there with bis 
Vision of an Army of Deliverance, and when also they 
were told by their Captains and the clerkly men that he 
was a Cheat and Impostor who sought to cozen them with 
Natheless them 
Lights, as it were, of lances and shields in the sun, con 


Hlusions, divers of who had seen the 
tinued to believe, and were made a mock of by the rest. 
Boon the Besiegers waxed bold and made so mighty an 
Onslaught that the 
Priest who counselled that he should have faith, “Gramercy, 
sir Priest," cried the Prince, “my faith is well-nigh gone. 


Prince again sought advice of the 
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I nd n ( n the eing I I H 
he saw truly. And lo, ever he spoke 
sounded afar off, and the Enem at e gat 
themselves to be in fear and conf 7 And 
that came the Spectacle of a host of Knigl I 

wms riding towards the Castle nd driving t 
Besiegers right and left as they lvanced, | T 
the siege was raised, and when the Drawbridge 
down, Duke John, the leader of the Army of 
rode into the courtyard to meet the Prince. He 
the bridge across the river having been destroyed he and] 


im the stre 


Knights had, with their horses, 
that, to give a Signal of their coming, they had waved the 
lances and shields in the sun that haply the light might 
be seen by the defenders of the Castle. 


'some beheld the fla 


" Truly," said the Prince, 


lights, but only my Fool, Lancelot, read the meaning aright 


which encouraged me to hold out, howbeit I put little faith 


in his report." " By the Mass," said the Duke, ame 


excellent fool. He should be incontinently dubbed i 
Knight. Prithee where is he?" But as the false Knighh 


shame and ow 


slunk 


not at 


full of 


be found. 


and the clerks had away 
first 
Dungeon was opened and he came forth nursing his soe 
Very wroth was the Prince with those who lai 


fusion, he could But anon his 
bones. 
done this evil deed, but when he had made an end of his 
upbraiding, he accosted the Fool, saying, "Thou wert a 


true Seer and shalt have thy reward.” ~ In good sooth 


my lord,” answered the Jester, making a wry mouth, | 
have already had it, having received that which hath bea 
the reward of all true Seers since the days of Adam.” 


“Thou hast well spoken," said the Prince, bu 


Cun 
is the part of a true Seer to suffer wrong so it is also th 
part of a true man to tell forth what he sees without fear, 
And thou hast played the man. Arise, Sir Lancelot, ani 
be the first of many Knights who shall strengthen a wek 
faith with a clear vision." 


THE FLY ON THE CEILING 


A Fly which had been hatched in a Chimney Comet ] 


grew up so weak and ailing that he could not use his Wing 
so that all his Excursions were confined to a short walk 
on the Ceiling. From this Vantage Ground he surveyed 
the doings of the Human Beings below and cogitatel 
deeply on the matter. “They are very Mighty Creatures’ 
thought he, as he elung to the Ceiling and looked down 
upon them, "but they eannot be altogether Superior to me 
I at least do not live in a World whieh is Upside Down" 
p. 6. 


"LIGHT" MAINTENANCE AND ADVERTISEMENT 
COMPENSATION FUND. 


We have to acknowledge, with thanks, the following 
further donation to this fund :— £s d 
C. McA. = e T «es «es er 030 
Mrs. McKenzie We xe ur e 641 

EXPERIENCES OF THE DyviNG.—"' S. D." recalls the circuii 


stances which attended the transition nearly two years ago of 
a dear daughter, aged eighteen. Breathing very softly she lay 
with her eyes closed, and just before the end, as the member 
of the family stood round the bed watching, they saw her face 
light up with a smile, as if she recognised someone whom she 
knew, During her illness she described several visions ot 
dreams she had of beautiful scenery and flowers, and of Josus 
holding out His hands to her and saying " Come.” Twice she 
asked her mother whether she could not hear a woman's voice, 
a lovely voice, singing, and when her mother replied in the 
negative she said, "I wish you could." With the natural 
yearning of the mother heart, * S. D." adds: “ I feel sure she 
is happy, but 1 do miss her. Oh, if I could only get a few 
words from her, as I am told in Ligur that some do from their 
loved ones ! " 
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SPIRITUALISM AND ITS CRITICS: 

CONTINUATK 
Brme Rey. ErLıs G. RonERTs, M.A. (Oxon.), ALBERBURY 
K VICARAGE, SALOP. 


A 


(Continued from page 302.) 


Thaye in a previous article (Licur, August ith, p. 
pnted out an offence against the law of distribuas mediu 
o that because insane people hear voices of a certain 


245) 
To 
type 
ore all people who hear such voices are insane, is a lovely 
emen of the “undistributed middle term," ‘he witchcraft 
ment is a petitio principii (" begging the question”). Its 
ity would depend on a major premise: “ No witch possessed 

o supernormal powers.” ‘This would have to be proved 
ery lengthy process of induction and extremely careful 
gation of the phenomena of witchcraft in “ different 
and different countries "—not exactly a holiday task. 
juries, victims and disinterested public opinion in the 
lunting ages were, on the whole, agreed to the con- 

he fact isnot decisive, but it cannot be ignored— valeat 
“No conjurer believes in Spiritualism.” An error 
tyation, and a bad one. Without consulting books of 

I could quote half a dozen instances to refute the 

t “Eusapia Paladino is a discredited witness." A 
nalogy, betraying very inaccurate thought. The relations 

ween a barrister and a witness who has made a false state- 
it isnot the same as that which exists between a scientific 
alist and a medium once or twice detected in fraud. The 
Tas to deal with the normal side and the moral cha- 

fof his witness, who to him is a human individual: the 
Spiritualist has to deal with an abnormal power alleged to reside 
‘medium, who, to him, is not so much an individual as 

at Aristotle calls a ‘ human instrument.” 


hs 


A better analogy 
‘of an astronomer who has to use a defective telescope. 
ie would be very glad to discard the instrument if he could 
ma more perfect one ; if he cannot, then he must, so far as 
ascertain its error, and allow for it in his calculations. 

The criticisms which have appeared on the alleged movements 
table at Mariemont are based upon a major premise 

hich I must supply in order to make the reasoning clear. I 
do 80, and present the following syllogism in '"' Camestres” of 
ond figure. “ All-things-which-happen are within-the- 
sion of Brown, Jones and Robinson. This is not 
g-within-the-comprehension of Brown, Jones and Robin- 

w Therefore, this is not a thing-which-happens." The 
m is perfect: all you have to do is to prove the major 
“Natural” and “supernatural” are terms which 
definition before they are used in a train of reasoning: 

oo often they are merely “ question-begging epithets.” Now 


guments which come from a very distinguished quarter 
Mr, Clodd has, with characteristic delicacy, referred 

certain things as “spurious drivel.” There would seem to 
te some confusion here. Does he mean something which falsely 
ims to be drivel? His argument as to the “tainted atmo- 
piers” alleged to have been the birthplace of modern Spirit- 
tilism may be treated in more ways than one. It may be a 
iro "ignoratio ‘elenchi” avoiding the real issue. Or it may 
meant to be taken seriously. If so then its validity would 
pend entirely upon an implied major premise: " No good 
hing can originate in a tainted atmosphere." ‘This is a uni- 
negative, technically known as E ; a very imposing state- 
indeed. On this I bring to bear that nasty contradictory 
Which has demolished so many a pretentious E, and Mr. 
dds “emphatic No” flies to pieces like a tiled roof under 
ack Johnson. ‘Some good things, dear sir, originated 
“tainted atmosphere.” Astrologers, seekers after the 
lilosopher’s stone, quack salvers of all descriptions are among 
ie predecessors of our modern astronomers, chemists and 
of medicine; “sorry rascals” indeed they too often 
‘sorrowful rascals, too, living in a “tainted atmosphere " 
shadow of the gallows: yet we owe much to the 

cals”: let us not grudge them some meed of honour - 

te, Jteguiescant in pace. Religious freedom has found 

turdy ch ampions in atmospheres tainted by bigotry: political 
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freedom in atmospheres tamted 
large? Rea Mr. Clodd, y 
And please don't use that n asty jument ud h nem, or 
rather, in this case, ad f ; it is as futile as it is disgust- 
ing to assail the depart a very contemptible cause 


indeed that cannot be defended without defiling dead women's 
graves. 

My technical and obscurantist comments on the new reason- 
ing are probably more interesting to myself than to the reader, 
and to continue them seriatim 


would be, even for an old pro- 


, to make a toil of a pleasure. I there- 
fore mark the papers submitted for 


fessional fool-hunter 


correction with a “non 


or, in undergraduate parlance, a " dead plough," and 


proceed to take a wider view of the situation. 


satis,” 


Others besides 
myself appear to be of opinion that Dr. Mercier and Mr. Clodd 
are disposed not so much seriously to examine the evidence 


a 
to assume that the evidence 


is not worth examination. The 
venue is therefore transferred from the court of Logic to the 
theatre of Pure Comedy, to which we accordingly proceed. Our 
critics take the pose of certain great ones who are competent, 
on their own authority, or an authority vested in themselves, to 


decide that the well-considered conclusions of some of the 


foremost scientists of the world, in a sphere which they have 
made their own, may be dismissed by a wave of the great one's 


hand. The humour of the situation may be presented in a line. 


The critics are Messrs. Mercier and Clodd. 


The criticised are 
Barrett, Lodge, Crookes and Wallace. 


I shall, however, be told that our friends are pronouncing 


judgment, not in their individual capacity, but on the “ authority 


of orthodox Science.” Well, but who gave them this authority ? 


And what is “orthodox Science”? Is there some secret con- 


clave for whom the knowledge of all mysteries is reserved 


Have the arcana of the universe really been committed once 


ers who are to dole them 
out through the hands of a " Knowledge Controller” ? 


for all to a company of Tr 


Verily, 
Leaving Logic awhile, I shall 
rise on the wings of Fancy. I see the " 


one might suppose it were so 


Old Guard " assemble 
on the anniversary of some famous victory. I hear their 
acclamations as they pass once more those time-honoured 
resolutions by which they stand or fall. 


knowledge is of the Scientists 


" Resolved : That 
Resolved: That we are the 
Scientists.” For the erstwhile rebel against authority has now 
set up an authority of his own ; against Ais orthodoxy no man 
may transgress; outside the limits of “Science as she was 
taught” there must be no rash excursions: “let there be no 
meanderings” is the order of the day. The attitude of the 
Rabbi of this orthodox Science towards the innovator in 
Physics or Psychology is that ofa highly conscientious, pain- 
fully nervous grandmother towards a too enterprising infant 
for the nonce committed to her charge. He disturbs her 
afternoon slumbers with daring speculations which on @ priort 
grounds she is compelled to condemn. He submits for her 
examination objects which have aroused in the discoverer a 
lively curiosity; but they are redolent of a “tainted atmo- 
sphere,” and in all haste she rings for them to be thrown away; 
her treatment, in short, of this aspirant after unlawful know- 
ledge may be illustrated by the injunction so often issued to 
the maids—'"' See what Master Tommy is doing, and tell him 
not to." 

Are Spiritualists deceiving the people? The prosecution 
must call a different class of witness, for those already sum- 
moned “ do not understand the nature of an oath.” In plain 
language the critics do not realise the responsibility of the 
position they have volunteered to assume. 

But mankind is not entirely composed of dogmatic pifllers, 
and there are many in serious perplexity as to this strange, and 
in some ways uncanny, phenomenon of Spiritualism. The 
question whieh they would ask is not, Are these tidings wel- 
come? but simply, Are these things true? And the only way 
to find an answer is by testing the evidence according to scientific 
mothod, and considering the merits of alternative interpretations. 
The very fairest field of inquiry, at any rate for a preliminary 
step, will be that of physical phenomena, and especially the 
experiments still being conducted by Dr. Crawford at Belfast. 
It is one that offers comparatively simple problems for solution 


—À - 
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It enters the 
hot nd tur ntellectu tured, self- respectin es and 
gent í nto Bed t D y ht d hearir are 
in abeyarn tror g ‘ t not A too stror It 
passos OF the Nah ar torpid, and take uptive the keen 
witted and noble It grips the eminently sane, eminentis 
ractical olmerver of mankind, It seizes alike on the college 
tator and on the mechani It lay jd on the eminent judge 
who hs pent year after year in balancing contradietory 
evene: And, worst of all, it has now established its position 


n the very citadel of Reasoned Truth: in the laboratory or 


the workroom of the master of physical science, and wherever 
it goes it turns ite victims into liar unatics, or fools Strong 
wgusgo again, but not a whit too strong They become 

liberate liars, hopeless lunatics, or consummate fools. A man 


f unsullied honour, trained investigator into physi killed 


engineer to boot, conduct undred experiments, observing, 
measuring, weighing with all the precision of bis craft And 
ill the while he is either acting the lie which presently he will 
impose upon the world, or he being fooled by a simple girl 
who | never received le n in conjuring he causes a 
table to riso from the floor und hand he causes noises 
t ecord themael ve on the receiver in his presence, and he 
innot detect the fraud. Another, and a still more experienced 
master of Beience, in called in, and he is as helpless as the first 
milar experiments have been carried out before, and other 


may be proceeding now, but the result is the same, Everywhere 


he Princes of Intellect, in no smaller degree than their le 


iretliren, are being fooled " ignorance itself is a 
fitting butte for the booby 


Mercier and Mr 


plummet over then they are become 


they can be criticised by De 


Clodd 

Thi the altornativ To the thinker it is not an attractive 
no, Í t breaks. down a onfidenee in the reliability of 
evidence, and with that the hope of progross in e, M 
improbalilities are manifold l'o invalidate the Belfast exper 
monte alor oT ta ne a combination of factors each 
wxcoading inl ly in iteolf the n ter of Science who is also 
& lunat r n fool, the ele of | principled men and women 
who are deceive w deceived, the conscientious medium who 
is also a fraud; who is a firat-rate conjurer though she ha 
never received a le n in feyerdemain; who waste kill 
that would make her fortune in the performance of tricks that 
Are not oven amusing who in the joy-loving season of lifi 
devotos hour after hour and woek after week to a monotonou 
routine of dull deception, The odds against such a combina 
tion must be very heavy indeed, till, lot the evidence for the 
alternative be produced and examined ; only it must be evi 
donee, not assumption; we shall not accept without serntiny 
that certificate of lunacy whieh Dr, Morcior ü lwht-hoartedly 

h we like not the security 


It is much to be deplored that in the conflict now raging 


between Mpiritualian andl ite foes men are at divided 


present 


( 
J 
j i 
j 
í Í 
late I 
| 
L The 
( t } 
shir the nd t 
t t ncongri nt í 
piritu inadvised t 
T! Iit « ‘ j 
temple ere built of fabr not h 
the t t etl t I ; 
inder the beating blast The r Í LAN 
to reconstruct his shattered me ling t 
ceptior ind with what security and m er y 
t is the only home he expects to know H« Í the n 
vision, and cherishes the larger hope, may we ntent hin 
with a le imposing structure; he needs 1 4 
cence in what can never t in ^ abidi t neitt 
much to fear from external foe. His tempor iwelling 
be but a tabernacle of rough-hewn beam he re 
masonry for the spiritual sphere, and on tl he will lalx 


diligently indeed, but without fret or impatience, for "he thet 


believeth shall not make hast« 
Build thee 
As the swift 
Leave thy low-vaulted past ! 
Let each new temple, noble: 
Shut thee from heaven with z 
Till thou at last art free, 


Leaving thine 


tately m 


roll! 


more insions, O my sou 


eason 


ist 


more vast 


out-grown inresting s 


hell by life 


MISLEADING MESSAGES: A POSSIBLE SOLUTION 


Viscountess Molesworth asks in your issue of the 154 


inst, whether those on the other side always distinguish betwe 
the souls that wander in sleep and those that have volLuallf 
left the body in death I have been told several times that it 
is most difficult to distinguish the ouls of the unconscious 
of the departing, from those of the so-called “ dead” on a 

of the extreme fragility of the nexus or cord that bind I 


and body together This is especially the case when any great 


hock produce unconsciousne such a hell explosion 
burial for the time under hri A soldier posted as " missing 
ten days ago was reported to me by my ruides " as " wit 


uf but now they tell me he wa ed and temporarily 


buried and is a prisoner 

On another occasion an old Jady of ninety-four was notified 
i passed away," but recovered —for a short time, On mak 
inquiries from her family I found that, at tho time my " friends 
told me this, she but 


as it turned out, recalled to life by a favourite nephews 


was nearly dead, 


most unfortunately, 


he was 


action May I ask if Miss Hyde ever inquired if " Alec” hat 
an accident producing unconsciousness at the time she received 
her mossage Even in very heavy sleep under abnorma 
circumstances the soul sometimes resembles a freed one, at 


mistakes do occur on the " border-lino," and we must face that 
fact 

“Private Downie That remarkable little book 
"Private Dowding,” described as “A plain Record of After 


Death Experiences of a Soldier Killed in Battle,” is now in M 
acond edition, tho first edition having been exhausted within 


a short time It is published by Mr J. M. Watkins, 
this office at 2a, BA, net, or post fre 


after issue 
and can be obtained at 
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OMENS AND APPARITIONS. 


WagwixG MESSENGERS KROM THE Vous 


Writing in the "Star" of tl ] l 
(Katharine Tynan), the well-known Irish nove 
inan interesting article entitled “The Middle 
of "certain mysterious happenings” whic 
land between the natural and the 
for the most part of account 
pecaliar to particular familie 

Thus we are told of the “ Gormanston foxes,” the 
beng that when a Gormanston dies "all the foxe 
wuntry, real living foxes, come into 
Abandoning their natural shyness of man they " fill the court 

k yard and enter the house wherever they can find an opening 
A weird spectacle indeed ! 

Following comes a “ banshee tory. The 
‘Wat the head of an old Irish family said to her 

inse if you can call it that, It is not the cry 
 tisan animal—a little animal like a small dog or a fox. It 
mns suddenly across a room you enter, or it looks 
em behind a tree. 

seen it or something like it a short time before on the 

ion of the death in battle of a distinguished soldier, a 

er of his family. 

Of the warnings which take the form of birds, real or phan- 
nal, Mrs, Hinkson tells some strange stories: birds, by the 
way, figure very noticeably in the general lore of death warnings 
Alter narrating some instances in the case of one particular 
family, Mrs, Hinkson writes .- 


upernatura 


of mysterion 


Gormanston Cas 


g women 


at you 


You can’t be sure you've seen it He 


But the strangest experience happened to two sisters of this 

ly. These were grown women, living together. The other 

übers were dead or scattered. One February night one 

er was awakened by the sound of the other feeling about in 
the darkness, 

"What is the matter ? " she asked. 

J The other sister answered her, wide-awake, “ There's a bird 
intlieroom, 1 caught it in my hands, but it has escaped. It 
must be a penguin. It had no wings—only just the 
wit body of a bird.” 

A candle was lit, but there was no bird. Some months later 

ord came through a lawyer, who had been trying to trace their 
babouts, of the death of an aunt who had been forty year 
=long enough for everyone to have forgotten her—in a lunatic 
alum, They had never heard of her existence, but she had 
on that particular night. 
) Just think of it, the wingless bird, for the poor unminded 
bly that had surely lost—and found—its wings ! 

A little later, and before they had heard of the death, one 
if the sisters, looking up, saw a beautiful sea-swallow in the 
pm, When she looked steadily it was not there. This 

ond apparition of a bird brought great comfort to someone 
fio had loved the poor mad creature, giving assurance that the 
pul had found its wings. 


i We are also told of a case in which the illness and death of 
in Old uncle of a friend of the writer were heralded by the 
rition of a pigeon flying about his room. Mrs. Hinkson 
denelf, when visiting the house in which someone very near 
Wid dear to her was passing away, was awakened at three 
clock in the morning by a tapping as of a little hammer. On 
Dtioning it at breakfast she was told that it was a jackdaw, 
hich pecked every morning at the window of the dying man's 
amber, and that it had done the same thing at a house a 
little distance away during the illness of a young relative who 
il died in the preceding autumn, 

Pog-lovers, especially those who are interested in the ques- 

on of animal survival, will find comfort in the following :— 
an old house L know, an invisible dog runs across the 
bor stops short as though discouraged, and goes back again. 
mos he follows one of the two ladies of the house. Once 
twilight a young niece saw him scratching at the door of 
mnt's room to come in. “Aunt Mary, Aunt Mary!” she 
“come and see the dog!" But there is no dog there 
lim Aunt Mary comes. The nieco describes him as a little 
own dog—not at all alarming. There is a living dog in the 
s who doos not like it, He retires into a corner bristling 
ling when the invisible dog comes in, Probably the 
lospirit of a dog, visiting familiar scenes, looking for friends 
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rote as follows 
Du Mauri 


alin a 


me, 80 beautiful, so I 

littling to everythir call happiness, that I w 
thrilled and could not move. One thing this wonderful mor 
did for me—I never did, never could again, think of 
as rebellious for having died. I knew she was happy, mine 
was the grief. 

On other oceasions, before and since that 
2 felt Martha with me, entirely in a vague, sub- 
which you seek will yet come to 


marvellous 
moment, I hav 
jective way. I am sure tl 
you, perhaps most unexpectedly 


THE PETERS TESTIMONIAL FUND. 
Withall is happy to acknowledge the following 
additional subscriptions towards the proposed testimonial to 
Mr. Alfred Vout Peters 


Mr. H 


t 5. d 
AZ. 05 0 
Balt Sa 05 0 


Mrs. Dick Wilkinson ... 010 0 


PsvenicAn Investication.—Investigators who, taking an 
exalted view of their own sagacity, enter upon this inquiry 
with their minds made up as to the possible or impossible, are 
sure to fail. Such people should be shunned, as their habit of 
thought and mode of action are inappropriate and therefore 
essentially vulgar, for the essence of vulgarity is inappropriate- 
ness.— On the Threshold of the Unseen,” by Sır WiLLIAM 
Barrert, F.R.S. 

Bicorry.—In all customary societies bigotry is the ruling 
principle. In rude places to this day anyone who says anything 
new is looked upon with suspicion, and is persecuted by 
opinion if not injured by penalty. One of the greatest pains to 
human nature is the pain of a new idea. It is, as common people 
say, so " upsetting”; it makes you think that, after all, your 
favourite notions may be wrong, your firmest beliefs ill-founded ; 
it is certain that till now there was no place allotted in your 
mind to the new and startling inhabitant, and now that it has 
conquered an entrance, you do not at once see which of your 
old ideas it will or will not turn out, with which of them it can 
be reconciled, and with which it is at essential enmity. Natu- 
rally, therefore, common men hate a new idea, and are disposed, 
more or less, to illtreat the original man who brought it.— 
Watren BaAoznor, “ Physics and Politics,” 
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IPSISSIMA VERDA.' 


A CONCESSION TO A CRITI 


In our Notes of the 18th ult..we gave a summary of a 
letter sent us by Mrs. M. Le F. Shepherd, of West Bank, 
Henley-on-Thames, in reply to the Rev, Ellis G. Roberts' article, 
“Spiritualism and its Crities," which appeared a fortnight 
before. We have received several letters from Mrs. Shep- 
herd protesting that she has been unjustly trented hy reason 
of the fact that we gave only a digest of her letter while we 
inserted in full Mr. Roberts’ rejoinder to it in LranT of the 
25th ult. Mrs. Shepherd affirms that by our neglect to print 
the entire text of her letter her statements were not properly 
represented and that Mr. Roberts was consequently misled 
Rather than rest under the imputation of injustice or dis- 
courtesy we give Mrs. Shepherd's letter in full. We hope she 
will now be satisfied. 


THE Case AGAINST SPIRITUALISM, 


Sır —May I be permitted to pass one or two criticisms 
upon Mr. Ellis Roberts' letter —though not as replying for Dr. 
Mercier, who can very well reply for himself, but as one who is 
in the position of an " anti-Spiritualist " ? 

Mr. Ellis Roberts states that he is " nota Spiritualist," and 
"not very anxious to investigate the phenomena of the séance- 
room"; yet, in spite of this, he says: “Spiritualists have 
made out a very good case indeed,"  " The evidence seems 
well attested, the inductions appear to be cautiously made— 
very cautiously indeed in some instances." “The Spiritistic 
hypothesis gives a fairly satisfactory explanation." 
The testimony recorded on pp. 221-224 in " Raymond” is so 
strong, in his opinion, that only "an alibi” could upset it (if 
Mr. Ellis Roberts means anything less than this he is trifling 
with the attention of his readers); therefore I take it he certi- 
fies the case for Spiritualism as proven on this one piece of tes- 
timony alone! He also points to two cases investigated by 
himself, privately, as irrefutable— at least, such is the inference. 
Previous to this he refers to having been the subject or recipient 
of “spontaneous phenomena” (whatever this may mean); and 
he finishes his article with a very noble eulogy on the efforts of 
" Myers and Lodge,” tantamount toa declaration of belief 
which is glaringly inconsistent with his opening statements ! 
Mr. Ellis Roberts is not to be considered an anti-Spiritualist ; 
for he designates all these as "a mob" and invites them to 
" come on!" so to speak—laying about him in fine style, like a 
skilled wielder of clubs! He requests a “dispassionate state- 
ment" from "the other side," postulating that none has ever 
appeared ; and he is evidently quite prepared to see the case 
“go by default ” ! 

This being so there is only one thing to be done and that is 
to call upon Mr. Ellis Roberts to explain his own position in 
face of the overwhelming testimony he cites in favour of Spirit- 
ualism, Will he kindly tell us why he is " nota Spiritualist,” and 

why he is " not very anxious to investigate the phenomena of 
the séance-room " ? I await his explanation with interest, 
feeling sorry to have to reply to such a letter as his, because I 
recognise that it is necessary to argue on this subject imper- 
sonally, that is to say " dispassionately," because it affects the 
spiritual welfare of mankind so seriously.— Yours, &c., 
M. rk F, SHEPHERD 


A HUMAN DOCUMENT, 


He did not look at the still, peaceful face: he knelt by the 
bedside, his head low, buried in his hands, Absorbed in him- 
self, conscious only of his own personal loss, he cried aloud and 
he cursed God. 

In vision, his so al left its body ; escaped from time so that, 
in transcendence, he saw the long, long future all before him, 
And what had been, was not : she lived still on earth. 

Long years passed; years of constant suffering, years of 
nadght but suffering; years of bodily suffering for her, years 
of mental suffering for himself. But now he suffered not for 

himself, ho suffered for her. And, in his vision, he cried to God, 
"Oh,God! All Powerful! Would that you had taken her 
then.” 

The vision passed and again he was in the body kneeling by 
the bedside, his head, low, buried in his hands. But now he 
was not absorbed in self; he was free, had found Aimeelf in 
others And he rose up from his knoos and bent over the bed 
and kissed the still, peaceful face, And, praying forgiveness 
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for the past, he thanked God that He had done what Ho | 
dono l'or now he knew his little loss was swallowed up in he 
great gain: he, though on earth, shared himself in tho great 
gain. 

When he left the still, poaceful room and its flowers framing 
the still, peaceful face, he knew all earthly ties were broke 
But he carried away something. He carried away full peacest 
heart—peace never before known, He was conscious, consci 
with the fullest of full assurance, that she was still with him, 
nearer and dearer and purer than ever on earth, 

So, humbled, but content and firm at heart, he went back 
to the world, praying that the God of All might help him to ad 
well the little part cast for him in the drama of man's univers 
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VISUALISING THE SPIRITUAL. 

We take the following from “ Excelsior,” the Burton Wood 
Parish Magazine, edited by the vicar, the Rev, A. M. Mitchell, 
M.Av:— 

Few of us, nominal Christians, realise the spiritual for this 
reason—we are not concerned about it, if we are not altogether 
indifferent, ''To visualise” involves too much effort, too mud 
"fag." ‘To successful visualising of the spiritual at least two 
things are necessary. 

]. Firm, unfaltering faith in the existence of the Unseen, 
that it is a living and bright reality very close at hand—a worl 
which surrounds, encircles, envelops this “terrestrial ball," a 
life supernatural which interpenetrates the natural. Tho all 
embracing ether, earth's immense envelope through which the 
vibration of light, heat and electric action are propagated, is 
said to be the world invisible in which rejoice the discarnate 
spirits, the happy ones delivered from the burden of the 
flesh. 

2. Effort to live in the spiritual world, to think in it, 
speak and act from out of it. We are spiritual beings, " trail 
ing clouds of glory do we come from God Who is our Home" 

To speak correctly as to myself, I should say, "Ian 
spirit,” ^I have a body." "I am" is spiritual, "I have" is 
physieal. For purposes of evolution—evolution of the Divine 
within us—the “I am” has taken to it a material body and 
clothed itself in a robe of human flesh. 

The daily effort to grip the Unseen World, if it extends over 
a fow brief moments only, will result in visualising a vast, 
beautiful, eternal world ; a joyous life of fellowship and pese 
will rise upon our view; we shall feel how truly we belong to 
that Other World and Other Side of Life whilst our sphore of 
action is for the time being on this, the Earth side of ou 
being. 

It is in our power so to visualise the spiritual that the 
things which belong to it become the great, the only realities; 
the things which are seen comparatively of little worth, 

Concentration of thought, affections, will on the spiritual 
world, spiritual things, spiritual beings will causo “the ethor 
world" to vibrate for us with light and heat and spiritual 
power, 


DR. MERCIER AND SPIRITUALISM, 


“An Observer" writes : 


A recent criticism in " Lranr" of Dr. Mercier's article in 
the July “ Hibbert” seeks to put him out of court altogother 
Dr. Mercier is a psychologist—Sir Oliver Lodge is not. We 
may accept provisionally all that Dr. Mercier says about the 
morbid; we may accept in the same way all that Sir Oliver 
Lodge has to say about true psychic experience, A come 
perspective of the domain of insanity may be attained, perhaps 
by an additional study of such a book as Lombroso's " Man of 
Genius," In any case the theories which we adopt must includi 
facts from as many different regions of psychic experience ss 
possible, The most important question we can ask Dr, Merci 
is: Can he assure us that the view of medical psyehology in 
relation to Spiritualism and the experimental searching of 
patients’ minds for their contents do not in some casos “retard 
recovery from insanity” and may not “ render permanent what 
might otherwise have boon a temporary affection" P Spiritualism 
has much to tell medical psychology, Judging by Dr, Moroier's 
article the latter has nothing to tell the former. A noted 
Churchman warned the Church against mistaking "tho dawn 


for a conflagration.” Is not medical psychology making the 


same mistake, and this in the face of such an appeal as Lom 
broso's, in which he called the attention of science without 
delay to phenomena of “colossal importance " ? 


